“Why this Vietnamese cultural garden?
What are our goals? What are our hopes?”

These are the questions all ask about this
new garden. Here are the responses from the Ex-
ecutive Director Gia Hoa Ryan, Founder of the
Friendship Foundation of American-Vietnamese.

“First, we have wanted to build this garden
for all the Vietnam Veterans who gave their lives
for us. Except for their sacrifice we would not
have been able to come to America. Many mil-
lions of lives around the world owe their freedom
to America veterans.

“Second, this garden is dedicated to the vet-
erans of Vietnamese background who gave their
lives for us as well as so many others who fought
for freedom in Vietnam, such as Chinese Nungs,
Cambodians, Koreans, Irish, Australians, New
Zealanders, all the Montagnard Tribal nations,
Laotians, Philippinos, Taiwanese. Thai, and so
many others.

“Third, in the future when people see this gar-
den, especially our youth, they will recall the sac-
rifice of all our veterans. This garden will be a
tribute to all our Vietnamese people and families.

“Next, the Garden will celebrate our
4,000-year-old culture and achievements. It will
educate future generations about the heritage,
beauty and traditions of Viet Nam.

“Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King
whose boulevard is the home of our garden and
some forty other nationalities, we say, ‘This is our
dream.””

This garden as a mark of our community
like all the other gardens needs our support. Two
years ago just as the Covid epidemic attacked our
world, the Vietnamese community conducted an
opening ground breaking ceremony. (We espe-
cially thank Mama Hanson—now passed away in
peace and her son Dan Hanson who attended this
ceremony as well as Sister Debbie who could not
attend but sends out a thousand prayers a day for
our success.We particularly thank Dan Hanson
who devoted all of his expertise and talents to
recording and memorializing this ceremony with
his photographic talents. Here is the ceremony
DVD and photoshe produced at Clevelandpeople.
com. See http://www.clevelandpeople.
com/groups/vietnam/2020/vietnamese-gar-
den-groundbreaking. htm)

“We had wanted to have a major event for
our Vietnamese Cultural Garden,” stated Director
Gia Hoa Ryan, “during the special Month of May
which is our nation’s Asian Heritage Month. That
was why we had scheduled this ground breaking
ceremony for May 30.”

—

“Our garden,” said Vietnamese Community
President Kha, “is open to the world. We must
not be selfish. This garden is not only for the Viet-
namese and Cambodians and Laotians, but we
welcome all.”

That ceremony attended by the Vietnamese
community began with singing the American Na-
tional Anthem and the Vietnamese National An-
them as both flags were proudly raised high above
the crowd. The American Pledge of Allegiance
was then recited. We next had ten major commu-
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“Uncle Number Two” in

Vietnamese. (There is no Uncle Number One.)

nity leaders speak to us including Dr. Wael
Khoury, Chair of the Cleveland Cultural Garden
Federation, who said, “We all must praise the
Vietnamese community for allyour great work in
construction of your garden. We look forward to
your Grand Opening with the installation of your
center Statue of the Vietnamese woman and all the
other marble art works.”

Here was a tribute from a major leader to our

work at this initial opening: “To Friendship Foun-
dation of American-Vietnamese. Thankyou for in-
cluding me in the wonderful ground-breaking
ceremony today! It was great to see all the sup-
porters of the Vietnamese Community! Every-
thing worked out very well - especially the warm
sunny weather!!! May the Saints (and the Good
God) guide all of us to find the funds to continue
our work in the Cleveland Cultural Gardens.
Best Regards!” From Ken Kovach,Chair of Inter-
national Community Council-Worldwide Interna-

tional Network.

From Phi Doane, “I was so sad that I could
not journey to join all of at this great event. We
salute all and especially that includes my Sister
Gia Hoa Ryan who has worked so hard for so
many years on this Project. This is a legacy to
Vietnam and all the people who have come from
our First Motherland to this Our Second Mother-
land. We pass this on to all future generations.”

This ground breaking ceremony was historic,
but it is not the end of our efforts. Much more
work is needed. Right now the statue of "Our La-
dy" is almost finished being carved in Vietnam
from exquisite white Vietnamese marble by our
team of Vietnamese artists and others. We are
hoping it will be completed very soon and then
safely transported by sea to America and to Cleve-
land. We will then work to install the statue of ap-
proximately twenty-five tons in the center of our
area with other marble works and a concrete sit-

ting wall--all in the midst of a garden of beautiful
Asian flowers, shrubs, and trees. We also are
planting a beautiful bamboo forest complete with
a time capsule to be opened one hundred years
from now as a witness to our current Viet-
namese-American Community in Greater Cleve-
land.

In providing testimony to the hearing of the
Cleveland City committee for this garden, Land-
scape Designer Charlene Crowley noted. “The
garden site was chosen due to it being reminiscent
of the hilly and river topography of Vietnam. The
wooded area above the site is being retained. A
plaza with an egg shape design is in the center and
the primary statue in that center represents an i-
conic Vietnamese woman. The hat on the statue
head is specific to Vietnam.”

Gia Hoa Ryan at this hearing added back-
ground to the meanings of the symbols. “The
plaza is mostly level but has a pitch to MLK
Boulevard. The ‘egg’ in the center represents the
cultural mythology of the beginning of Vietnam
and is visible to all driving by on Dr. King Boule-
vard. There is a solid concrete walk around the
plaza. There are three main elements to the gar-
den: the statue of the woman in the center; a gen-
tly curving stone wall and sitting area on the wall;
and Asian inspired plantings including bamboo
behind the wall.”

“Joining the main statue,” states Foundation
Treasurer Joseph Meissner, “ will be four marble
benches, an entrance greeting stone with Viet-
namese literary writings and an exit stone showing
a map of Vietnam where veterans can point out
historic Vietnam cities and cultural sites where
they served. Also the garden displays a marble
model of the large Dong Son Drum which is a cul-
tural symbol dating back four thousand years.”

“The center statue of a Vietnamese woman
will be 9 feet tall on a five-foot pedestal,” Dr
George McCarthy, Foundation President, reports,
“it will be of beautiful white marble from historic
Marble Mountain near Da Nang.”

Of course, our Vietnamese community with
the leadership of our garden committee, the
Friendship Foundation, and Veteran Vice-Presi-
dent David Thi, Mr. Cao in charge of the vegeta-
tion, and others, will be working to raise the nec-
essary donations. We estimate we will need at
least half a million dollars or even more for the
Garden Construction Fund.

All donations, which are IRS tax deductible,
can be sent to the Vietnamese Cultural Garden
Fund-raising Committee. 2234 West Boulevard,
Cleveland, Ohio 44102.

We also want to mention that our charity and
educationwork continues in Vietnam. We have
just completed our 8th Educational Construction
project for the students. We have included four
photographs showing the students standing in front
of their new school as well as seated at their desks
as they learn inside the building. We expect also
to continue our scholarship programs in Viet Nam
during this present year.

Thank you to all for your generosity and sup-
port. Pray for us and our humanitarian work.




