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You may not have to go to Cleveland Court
Because of COVID-19, there are different ways to take
care of legal matters. Visit www.cmcoh.org to get options for

Wherever life takes you, we’re there.

Life is full of uncertainties and sometimes you need someone to help
guide you through it all. At the Hec Hixson Insurance Agency, we special-
ize in finding customized solutions for your financial and insurance needs.

We speak Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)

Amy Lee

Hixson & Malinowski Agency

5530 State Rd. Ste 1, Parma, OH 44134.
216-965-0669; www.nationwide.com
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tickets (traffic/ parking/ waste collection)
Also see details about small claims (less than $6,000) or
civil weddings.
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Earle B. Turner, Cleveland Clerk of Courts

Call to schedule your COVID vaccine:
=Akron: 1(234) 300-3400
- Cleveland: 1(216) 361-1223
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#CAF2022CLE

Cleveland
Asian Festival

Saturday & Sunday

May 21 & 22, 2022
11am — 7pm

E. 27th 51, & Payne Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44114

Free Admission.
Free Parking.

; st
No Pets. inETiTas
Masks Recommendad Y Tt e

A Follest us! ] &0 5
ClevelandAsianFestival.org

s ASIAN CUISINE = CULTURAL PERFORMANCES. SI.!IN POP DANCE COMPETITION « MARTIAL ARTS

Join 10’s of Thousands of us at the Cleveland Asian 2 stages of performances and martial arts, shopping, health
Festival, May 21-22, as we return with an in—person event pavilion, and activities that Ohio has come to expect! See
in the heart of Asiatown Cleveland! The Best Showcase of you at the party! #CAF2022CLE #Cleveland #ThisIsCLE
Asian Food & Culture will have diverse cuisines and snacks, #ShowTime
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JULIA DE BURGOS CULTURAL ARTS CENTER
UNIDOS POR EL ARTE

:CAFE Y

EE DAY
Way

Celebrating the bees and other pollinators!
Queen Right Colonies invites you to join the fun.

World Bea Doy celebrafion roises aworeness on the sssenfiol role bees and other
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they foce loday. The United Maticns designated May 20 o3 Workd Bee Day thanks o the
eHorts of the Government of Slovenia with the support of Apimondia
wg Opening remarks ot 10 a.m. with Alenka Jerak, Consulote General of the Republic
of Hovenia Cleveland
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Saturday
May 21, 2022

10:00 am - 4:00 pm
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The proceads from this
event will be donated to
provide Honey Breakfast on
MNovember 18, 2022, for

FOR LATINX ARTISTS OF
ALL PRACTICES!
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Governor DeWine Announces Pediatric Behavioral Health Initiative

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—As part of Mental Health Aware-
ness Month, Ohio Governor Mike DeWine today announced the
Pediatric Behavioral Health Initiative, an $84 million investment,
to increase access to care and expand capacity across the state so
kids and their families can get services and supports for their be-
havioral health needs in or near their communities.

“The need to increase access to behavioral health care has
been growing nationwide for years. I am pleased that, here in O-
hio, we place an emphasis on expanding treatment capacity and
increasing accessibility for children and their families,” said
Governor DeWine. “When children are mentally, behaviorally,
and physically stable and healthy, they are more likely to do bet-
ter in school, avoid potentially risky behaviors, and make
sounder decisions, putting them on paths that will help them
reach their full potential.”

This initiative uses dedicated ARPA investments to ex-
pand infrastructure and strengthen local partnerships so Ohio
kids can get the specialty care they need. The funding was allo-
cated in HB 168, sponsored by Rep. Mark Frazier and Rep Mike
Loychick, passed by the General Assembly last year. It will ex-
pand inpatient and outpatient behavioral health supports region-
ally. Recipients include:

$7 million: Akron Children’s Hospital to help create re-
gional behavioral health centers to provide psychiatric services,
partial hospitalization and intensive outpatient programs, and
outpatient therapy. This project will increase access to behav-
ioral health services in local communities and provide opportuni-
ties to partner with community agencies to fill gaps in services.

$10 million: Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Cen-
ter to help fund their new inpatient facility at the College Hill
Campus that will feature private rooms for all their patients, a
new neurobehavioral partial hospitalization program, along with
a severe behavioral day treatment program, dedicated areas for

‘  MIKE DEWINE

"GOVERNOR OF OMIO

therapy, and additional treatment
space.

$25 million: Dayton Children’
s Hospital to help build a new men-
tal health building that would dou-
ble inpatient treatment capacity, ex-
pand the partial hospitalization pro-
gram, increase access to psychology
services, and add a bridge service to
ensure smooth transitions for chil-
dren and their families as they tran-
sition from one level of care to an-
other.

$17 million: ProMedica Rus-
sell J. Ebeid Children’s Hospital to
renovate existing space in their in-
patient pediatric psychiatry unit, es-
tablish an ambulatory outpatient
building with comprehensive re-
sources to better serve families, and
work with local partners to develop
services and programs to meet the
community’s needs.

$15 million: University Hospi-
tals Rainbow Babies & Children’s
to renovate and expand their inpa-
tient Children Adolescent Psychi-

atric Unit, creating sensory-friendly
spaces, and leveraging technology to
better accommodate patients.

$6.45 million:  Appalachian
Children’s Coalition: Integrated Ser-
vices for Behavioral Health to expand
the Youth and Family Wellness Cen-
ter in Chillicothe, strengthening
southeast Ohio’s Behavioral Health
System of Care and reducing the need
for families to travel long distances to
receive specialized care. Integrated
Services also expects to use the fund-
ing to help renovate the Mary Hill
Center for Youth building in Nel-
sonville, Ohio, and fund fami-
ly-friendly recovery housing.

$3.55 million:  Appalachian
Children’s  Coalition: ~ Hopewell
Health Centers to renovate space in
local schools in southeast Ohio to
house fully integrated health centers
to help meet the primary care, behav-
ioral health, and therapeutic needs for
the schools. In addition, funds will be
used to renovate buildings for
Hopewell Health Centers REACH

Youth Partial Hospitalization Program.

Nationally, each year, one in five children experience a
mental health condition. According to the Ohio Children’s
Hospital Association, there are currently 10 child psychiatrists
per 100,000 kids and teens; however, it is estimated that na-
tionally we need 47 child psychiatrists per 100,000. The need
is growing. Between 2020 and 2021, the number of children
hospitalized for a mental health reason increased 163% nation-
ally.

Governor DeWine speaking at a podium

In Dayton, where Governor DeWine joined Dayton Chil-
dren’s Hospital President and CEO Debbie Feldman to an-
nounce their Pediatric Behavioral Health Initiative Project,
Feldman explained that their mental and behavioral health in-
patient unit opened in July 2019 with 24 beds.

By 2029, it is expected the hospital will need 45-50 inpa-
tient beds to meet the need. In February, 178 kids stayed in reg-
ular medical rooms at Dayton Children’s, waiting for a bed in
the behavioral health unit.

The Pediatric Behavioral Health Initiative is part of a
larger commitment that Governor DeWine has made to in-
creasing access to mental health services in our state. Last
week, Governor DeWine announced a Wellness Worker Initia-
tive intended to cover many of the costs for students in behav-
ioral health-care fields so they can complete their studies more
quickly and enter the workforce to meet the growing need.
Many efforts are targeted specifically at youth. Governor
DeWine launched the Student Wellness and Success Funds to
provide schools with wraparound resources to better address
the social and emotional needs of students. To date, Student
Wellness and Success funding has helped pay for more than
6,600 wellness programs, including more than 1,300 focused
solely on mental health.

Governor DeWine Awards $3.6 Million to Help Law Enforcement Combat Illegal Drug Activity

(COLUMBUS, Ohio) -- Ohio Governor
Mike DeWine today announced over $3.6 mil-
lion in funding for 41 local law enforcement a-
gencies to help their drug task forces enforce the
state’s drug laws and combat illegal drug activi-
ty.

OCJS Grant List

Grants from the 2022 Ohio Drug Law En-
forcement Fund will support drug task forces
that impact 67 counties on issues of drug traf-
ficking, pharmaceutical diversion, and other or-
ganized criminal activity associated with the
drug trade. The program, which is administered
through the Office of Criminal Justice Services,
is also intended to help local entities enhance the
safety of Ohioans through multi-jurisdictional
task forces.

“Ohio’s drug task forces play an absolute-
ly critical role in removing drugs from the
streets and holding drug traffickers account-
able,” said Governor DeWine. “These grants are
flexible so drug task force commanders can tai-
lor their plans to the greatest benefit for their lo-
cal communities.”

Funds can be used by agencies to investi-
gate drug trafficking organizations and disrupt
the drug supply through intelligence gathering,
information sharing, and multi-agency coordina-
tion. Grants can also be used to support local
work to help drug overdose victims and their
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Ohio initiative to support
aggressive  measures  to
combat the opiate epidemic
by investing in the health
and well-being of Ohio citi-
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order. Immediately after taking office in
2019, Governor DeWine signed an ex-
ecutive order creating the Recovery-

Efficiency Program that Governor DeWine
launched last month will also support local crime
laboratories to help them efficiently analyze drugs
associated with criminal investigations.

First Lady Fran DeWine pictured with
community and library partners at the Deer
Park Branch Library for Hamilton County’s
One Millionth Imagination Library Book Cele—
bration.

(CINCINNATI, Ohio)— This morning,
Ohio First Lady Fran DeWine attended Hamil-
ton County’s One Millionth Imagination Li-
brary Book Celebration at Deer Park Branch Li-
brary in Cincinnati.

First Lady DeWine also presented a?
proclamation?from Governor Mike DeWine and
Lt. Governor Jon Husted, which recognizes the
milestone of one million Imagination Library
books being given out in Hamilton County.

“Hamilton County serves as a role model
for how to build strong community partnerships
and expand enrollment in the Ohio Governor’s
Imagination Library,” said First Lady DeWine.?
“I am so grateful for the effort to get so many
free books into the hands of our littlest Ohioans
and their families, because we know this program
has so many benefits - from better bonding time
to better kindergarten readiness scores!”

First Lady DeWine joined several communi-
ty partners who have supported the Ohio Gover-

nor’s Imagination Library program in
Hamilton County, including Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital, Cincinnati Public Li-
brary, and members of the Ohio General
Assembly. Afterwards, First Lady DeWine
visited Cincinnati Public School District’s
John P. Parker Elementary School and read
"The Very Hungry Caterpillar"?by Eric Car-
le to?a group of preschoolers. She was also
joined by Loren Long, Ohio author and illustrator,
who has four books in the Imagination Library
collection. First Lady DeWine and Loren read two
additional books.

Ohio Author and Illustrator Loren Long
joins First Lady DeWine at John P. Parker El-
ementary School for a book reading.

“Programs like the Imagination Library are
incredibly important to Cincinnati Children’s be-
cause they are investments into the health of our

community,” said Bill Brinkman, MD, Director of

General and Community Pediatrics at Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital. “Partnering with parents to
promote a love for reading at a young age, which
we know is a critical time for brain development,
is vitally important for children and for the contin-
ued growth and health of our region. We are proud
to be a part of this program and celebrate reaching
this milestone alongside our funders and commu-
nity partners.”

Hamilton County’s Imagination Library pro-
gram began in 2015 with a pilot partnership be-
tween Cincinnati Children’s Hospital and Cincin-
nati Public School District. Following the
three-year pilot, Cincinnati Children’s Hospi-
tal published a?study?showing that the per-
" centage of entering kindergarteners who were
“on-track” on the Kindergarten Readi-
ness Assessment’s literacy section in- |
creased by 15% among those with
greater exposure to the Imagination Li-
brary program. This increase was sig-
nificantly greater than similar children
who weren’t enrolled in the program.
"Regular reading is a critical part of a
child’s development. Just 20 minutes =
per day is enough to strengthen brain
development, build caregiver-child rela-
tionships, and build literacy and social
skills,” said Paula Brehm-Heeger, the Eva
Jane Romaine Coombe Director of the Li-
brary. “That’s why it is important to get
books into kids’ hands in order to build a
foundation of success for starting their education
journey.”

First Lady Fran DeWine Attends Hamilton County’s
One Millionth Imagination Library Book Celebration

The Imagination Library in Hamilton County
became available county-wide in?March 20207
with support from the Ohio Governor’s Imagina-
tion Library and the Ohio General Assembly. Cur-
rently, 50% of eligible children (26,486) in Hamil-
ton County are enrolled in the Ohio Governor’s
Imagination Library.

Statewide, 45% of eligible children (321,565)
are enrolled in the Ohio Governor’s Imagination
Library, each receiving a high quality, age-appro-
priate book every month in the mail. Any child
from birth to age five can enroll in the program at
no cost to their family.

To learn more about the Ohio Governor's
Imagination Library or to enroll a child, visit?O-
hiolmaginationLibrary.org.

First Lady Fran DeWine pictured with the
preschool class at John P. Parker Elementary
School in Cincinnati.
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Dr. Wenning Zhao,

Acupuncturist from China, Chiropractic Physician
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Jinyong Chen (Jim)

REALTY®

Tel:(440) 6551119

. Certified Negotiation Expert
Www.OwnerLand.com/J 1mChen/
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Solon Financial Group, LLC

-An independent financial services company
Tel: (440) 519-1838 Fax: (440) 519-1878

Solon

FINANCIAL GROUP

OME STEP AHEAD

Bo Li, CFP, ChFC, MBA
18 Cell: (440) 223-3838
Xin Sa, Life Insurance Specialist
FEHT Cell: (216) 849-7868

6200 SOM Center Rd, B21, Solon, OH 44139
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Insurance & Annuities: Prudential, American General, MetLife, ING ReliaStar, Jackson National, John
Hancock, etc

Investments: American Funds, OppenheimerFunds, Fidelity Investments, BlackRock, T.Rowe Price,
ETFs, etc

Securities offered through Multi-Financial Securities Corp, member FINRA/SIPC. Solon Financial Group, LLC is not affiliated with Multi-Financial Secu-
rities Corp.
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OBITUARY
Annesa Leung Mars

{“ . SEPTEMBER 11, 1935

ANNESA LEUNG MARS of Mayfield Village, Ohio passed away on
May 14, 2022 at the age of 86 after a short illness.

Born in Hong Kong, she met and married John S. Mars in 1963 and to-
gether moved to Cleveland, Ohio shortly thereafter. She is survived by her
beloved husband John of 58 years with whom she created a beautiful family
and shared a lifetime of happy memories. She was the dedicated and loving
mother to Susan (James) Yue of Guilford, Connecticut, Eva (Joseph) Juse of Los
Angeles, California and Sara (Mark) Waldron of West Hartford, Connecticut. Her
pride and joy were her grandchildren Lauren, Emily, Olivia, Alexander, Christian,
Liam and Quinn.

She is also survived by her sister Leung Wing Yee, nieces Emma Ho, Carol,
Carmen, Carrie, Colleen Yuen and nephew Fai Yuen of Toronto, Canada and
Hong Kong. She was preceded in death by her father Leung Ming, mother
Cheng Lai Wah and sister Leung Kam Ling.

She lived a full life as a wonderful wife, mother, grandmother and friend.
She was an avid gardener, loved to cook traditional Chinese dishes, sing Can-
tonese Opera and cherished her many friends in the Cleveland Chinese com-
munity.

Family will receive friends on Thursday, May 19, 2022
from 4:00 pm-7:00 pm at the DiCicco & Sons Funeral Home,
5975 Mayfield Rd. Mayfield Hts. OH 44124.

A Celebration of Life will be held at the funeral home on Friday, May 20,

2022 at 10:00 am. Interment to follow at West Park Cemetery in Cleveland.
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WIN YOUR SHARE OF $30,000
IN PROMOTIONAL CHIPS
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Earn entries all day | Drawing at 8:30pm
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JACK Entertainment LLC
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2022 Eid al-Fitr Celebration at Cleveland
City Hall of Asian Muslims in NE Ohio

By Chia—Min Chen
E id al-Fitr marks the end of Ramadan. This
religious holiday is celebrated by Muslims
worldwide because it marks the end of the
month-long dawn-to-sunset fasting. The fast of
Ramadan encourages Muslims to practice
self-restraint from not just eating and ;
drinking, but more importantly from evil
thought, speeches and actions. They are

AT

reminded to be compassionate and con-
scious of God and worship Him altogeth-
er. As the Prophet Muhammad had reported stated
“Fasting is not just for the stomach, but also of the
tongue, mind, and heart, so if someone insults them,

let them recall within themselves that ‘I am fast-

ing

Eid al-Fitr is also known as the Sweet Eid or
the Sugar Feast because it is a time for friends and
families to visit to celebrate together. Families
gathered and friends greet one another, presents are
given, new clothes are worn, and the graves of rela-
tives are visited.

Because the Muslims use a lunar calendar,
like many Asians, this year’s Eidal-Fitr fell on May
1th - May 2nd. Given May is Asian Heritage
month for all Asians in America to celebrate their
heritage, the founders of Salaam Cleveland, Zarina
Siddiqi and Zahid Siddiqi wanted to celebrate this
year’s Eid, the Festival of Breaking the Fast, with
some of their friends and Imams from several

and Mrs. Siddiqi.

Qaeda’s attacks of the World Trade Center’s
north and south towers, Pentagon, and
American  Airline  flight 93 in
Shanksville, PA, people were afraid of
Muslims, especially foreign-born
Muslims. Zarina immediately in-
mosques in greater Cleveland at Cleveland City
Hall Rotunda.

Asian Muslim leaders of Indian, Pakistani, E-
gyptian, Bangladeshi, Syrian, Palestinian, Canadian,
and American descent all came; Imams came too.
It was the first time that Asians celebrated one of

formed her boss and her colleagues
at Metro Hospital that she is a Mus-
lim, so that people know Muslims
are not people they should be afraid
of. More importantly, Islam is a re-
ligion and not an ethnicity. Islamic

their holiest holidays at Cleveland City Hall.
ﬁ» Chia-Min Chen, Asian Liaison from Communi-
ty Relations Board opened the event by wel-
coming all the guests and dignitaries, followed
by Ying Huang, who sang the National An-
=% them. Then, Ms. Chen introduced Grady
Stevenson, Director of Community Rela-
tions Board, and he gave his remarks be-
fore introducing Blaine Griffin, Council
President of City of Cleveland, who gave
his speech. A proclamation was presented to Zarina
Siddiqi and Zahid Siddiqi by Grady Stevenson and
Angela Shute-Woodson, Senior Advisor Communi-
ty and Government Affairs, to recognize Siddiqis’
leadership and contributions over the decades in
servicing people and community-at-large quietly yet
dedicated to make greater Cleveland a better and
safer place for all. Mycheala Holley, Regional Rep-
resentative from Senator Sherrod Brown s office al-
so presented a special letter of Recognition to Mr.

Salaam Cleveland was founded after the
9/11 attack. Due to the Islamic extremist al

faith is practiced by Muslims all over the world, and
they are of every ethnicity and every nationality.

Zarina started distributing Islamic literature in
public libraries throughout greater Cleveland to ed-
ucate the people. She also promoted unity and har-
mony to raise awareness and understanding be-
tween different faiths and ethnicities. She encour-
aged Muslim women to join charitable organiza-
tions, and together they raised money to print 18
booklets that Council on American Islamic Rela-
tions (CAIR) had put together. During all the vol-
unteering work, a group of Muslim women came
together under Zarina’s leadership, Salaam Cleve-
land was founded.

Zahid helped his wife, together Salaam Cleve-
land extended their volunteering projects from east
side to the west side of Cleveland. They are always
busy helping people. It did not matter whether the
people they help are Muslim or not. Through their
humble, quiet but dedicated volunteering work over
the decades, Zarina and Zahid Siddiqi have received
the President’s Volunteer Service Award from The
White House and from the Corporation of National
& Community Service.

Because Mr. and Mrs. Siddiqi have not only
supported our Asian Liaison’s work over the years,
but also they assisted her when she
had a victim of domestic violence
that needed immediate help.
The proclamation is just a sim-
ple way of letting the Sid-
digis know that their years

of sacrifice and hard work

have not gone unnoticed

by the City of Cleveland.

We need more people like

Zarina and Zahid to make
Cleveland, a safer and
friendlier place to live, to
play and to thrive in.
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T his is first AAPI heritage Gala was a huge success. The Gala was or-

ganized by Asian American Coalition Ohio (AACO), in partnership
with Filipino American Association of Southern Ohio - FASO , India Cul-
tural Association Cincinnati, and @Alliance of Chinese Culture & Arts
USA (ACCA-US).

It is amazing to see several hundred participants and friends from the
Chinese American community, Indian community, Pilipino community,
and other communities all united under one roof. Thank you, Mayor Aftab
Pureval, Fifth Third Bank Stephanie A. Smith, Dr. Chantel Raghu, and Roy
Nickerson, for your inspiring speeches. We would like to thank all volun-
teers. It is you who have made our community a better place. It is assuring
to know that our sponsors (Fifth Third Bank , Procter & Gamble GO
Cincinnati Procter& Gamble - Cincinnati Xiaojie Shau Zavon, Keller
Williams Advisors, Nexxus Property , Dr. Meng Academy, and Cincinnati
Financial Corporation ) have believed in us.

Special thanks go to all the wonderful performers and artists Bing
Yang Chinese Performing Art Center Winton Woods High School @Joy
Flower Music Center NrityArpana School of Performing Arts, Julie Span-
gler ,Shuo Feng and Filipino American Cultural and Performing Arts -
FACPA 1t is comforting to have you heal our hearts through art and music
at such a difficult moment. We are especially inspired by the Asian Ameri-
can youth who have actively contribut-
ed to civic engagement and public ser-
vice. We extend our warmest congratu-
lations to Sam Cao, Harsha Ramesh,

and Daphne Constantinides on winning
the AAPI Youth Leadership Awards.
You are our future.

This is just the beginning of the
wonderful journey we embark on. Our

Asian community will become stronger
by sustaining our unity while maintain-
ing our differences. We look forward to
working with all of you again!




“Why this Vietnamese cultural garden?
What are our goals? What are our hopes?”

These are the questions all ask about this
new garden. Here are the responses from the Ex-
ecutive Director Gia Hoa Ryan, Founder of the
Friendship Foundation of American-Vietnamese.

“First, we have wanted to build this garden
for all the Vietnam Veterans who gave their lives
for us. Except for their sacrifice we would not
have been able to come to America. Many mil-
lions of lives around the world owe their freedom
to America veterans.

“Second, this garden is dedicated to the vet-
erans of Vietnamese background who gave their
lives for us as well as so many others who fought
for freedom in Vietnam, such as Chinese Nungs,
Cambodians, Koreans, Irish, Australians, New
Zealanders, all the Montagnard Tribal nations,
Laotians, Philippinos, Taiwanese. Thai, and so
many others.

“Third, in the future when people see this gar-
den, especially our youth, they will recall the sac-
rifice of all our veterans. This garden will be a
tribute to all our Vietnamese people and families.

“Next, the Garden will celebrate our
4,000-year-old culture and achievements. It will
educate future generations about the heritage,
beauty and traditions of Viet Nam.

“Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King
whose boulevard is the home of our garden and
some forty other nationalities, we say, ‘This is our
dream.””

This garden as a mark of our community
like all the other gardens needs our support. Two
years ago just as the Covid epidemic attacked our
world, the Vietnamese community conducted an
opening ground breaking ceremony. (We espe-
cially thank Mama Hanson—now passed away in
peace and her son Dan Hanson who attended this
ceremony as well as Sister Debbie who could not
attend but sends out a thousand prayers a day for
our success.We particularly thank Dan Hanson
who devoted all of his expertise and talents to
recording and memorializing this ceremony with
his photographic talents. Here is the ceremony
DVD and photoshe produced at Clevelandpeople.
com. See http://www.clevelandpeople.
com/groups/vietnam/2020/vietnamese-gar-
den-groundbreaking. htm)

“We had wanted to have a major event for
our Vietnamese Cultural Garden,” stated Director
Gia Hoa Ryan, “during the special Month of May
which is our nation’s Asian Heritage Month. That
was why we had scheduled this ground breaking
ceremony for May 30.”

—

“Our garden,” said Vietnamese Community
President Kha, “is open to the world. We must
not be selfish. This garden is not only for the Viet-
namese and Cambodians and Laotians, but we
welcome all.”

That ceremony attended by the Vietnamese
community began with singing the American Na-
tional Anthem and the Vietnamese National An-
them as both flags were proudly raised high above
the crowd. The American Pledge of Allegiance
was then recited. We next had ten major commu-
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“Uncle Number Two” in

Vietnamese. (There is no Uncle Number One.)

nity leaders speak to us including Dr. Wael
Khoury, Chair of the Cleveland Cultural Garden
Federation, who said, “We all must praise the
Vietnamese community for allyour great work in
construction of your garden. We look forward to
your Grand Opening with the installation of your
center Statue of the Vietnamese woman and all the
other marble art works.”

Here was a tribute from a major leader to our

work at this initial opening: “To Friendship Foun-
dation of American-Vietnamese. Thankyou for in-
cluding me in the wonderful ground-breaking
ceremony today! It was great to see all the sup-
porters of the Vietnamese Community! Every-
thing worked out very well - especially the warm
sunny weather!!! May the Saints (and the Good
God) guide all of us to find the funds to continue
our work in the Cleveland Cultural Gardens.
Best Regards!” From Ken Kovach,Chair of Inter-
national Community Council-Worldwide Interna-

tional Network.

From Phi Doane, “I was so sad that I could
not journey to join all of at this great event. We
salute all and especially that includes my Sister
Gia Hoa Ryan who has worked so hard for so
many years on this Project. This is a legacy to
Vietnam and all the people who have come from
our First Motherland to this Our Second Mother-
land. We pass this on to all future generations.”

This ground breaking ceremony was historic,
but it is not the end of our efforts. Much more
work is needed. Right now the statue of "Our La-
dy" is almost finished being carved in Vietnam
from exquisite white Vietnamese marble by our
team of Vietnamese artists and others. We are
hoping it will be completed very soon and then
safely transported by sea to America and to Cleve-
land. We will then work to install the statue of ap-
proximately twenty-five tons in the center of our
area with other marble works and a concrete sit-

ting wall--all in the midst of a garden of beautiful
Asian flowers, shrubs, and trees. We also are
planting a beautiful bamboo forest complete with
a time capsule to be opened one hundred years
from now as a witness to our current Viet-
namese-American Community in Greater Cleve-
land.

In providing testimony to the hearing of the
Cleveland City committee for this garden, Land-
scape Designer Charlene Crowley noted. “The
garden site was chosen due to it being reminiscent
of the hilly and river topography of Vietnam. The
wooded area above the site is being retained. A
plaza with an egg shape design is in the center and
the primary statue in that center represents an i-
conic Vietnamese woman. The hat on the statue
head is specific to Vietnam.”

Gia Hoa Ryan at this hearing added back-
ground to the meanings of the symbols. “The
plaza is mostly level but has a pitch to MLK
Boulevard. The ‘egg’ in the center represents the
cultural mythology of the beginning of Vietnam
and is visible to all driving by on Dr. King Boule-
vard. There is a solid concrete walk around the
plaza. There are three main elements to the gar-
den: the statue of the woman in the center; a gen-
tly curving stone wall and sitting area on the wall;
and Asian inspired plantings including bamboo
behind the wall.”

“Joining the main statue,” states Foundation
Treasurer Joseph Meissner, “ will be four marble
benches, an entrance greeting stone with Viet-
namese literary writings and an exit stone showing
a map of Vietnam where veterans can point out
historic Vietnam cities and cultural sites where
they served. Also the garden displays a marble
model of the large Dong Son Drum which is a cul-
tural symbol dating back four thousand years.”

“The center statue of a Vietnamese woman
will be 9 feet tall on a five-foot pedestal,” Dr
George McCarthy, Foundation President, reports,
“it will be of beautiful white marble from historic
Marble Mountain near Da Nang.”

Of course, our Vietnamese community with
the leadership of our garden committee, the
Friendship Foundation, and Veteran Vice-Presi-
dent David Thi, Mr. Cao in charge of the vegeta-
tion, and others, will be working to raise the nec-
essary donations. We estimate we will need at
least half a million dollars or even more for the
Garden Construction Fund.

All donations, which are IRS tax deductible,
can be sent to the Vietnamese Cultural Garden
Fund-raising Committee. 2234 West Boulevard,
Cleveland, Ohio 44102.

We also want to mention that our charity and
educationwork continues in Vietnam. We have
just completed our 8th Educational Construction
project for the students. We have included four
photographs showing the students standing in front
of their new school as well as seated at their desks
as they learn inside the building. We expect also
to continue our scholarship programs in Viet Nam
during this present year.

Thank you to all for your generosity and sup-
port. Pray for us and our humanitarian work.
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#CAF2022CLE
Cleveland

Asian Festival

Saturday & Sunday
May 21 & 22, 2022
11am — 7pm

E. 27th St. & Payne Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44114

Free Admission.

Free Parking.
No Pets.
Masks Recommended

warwy. ClavelandbslanFestivel ong

A Follow us: ] @) |4

ClevelandAsianFestival.org

I?)

-

ASIAN CUISINE « CULTURAL PERFORMANCES - I';ICE COMPETITION « MARTIAL ARTS + FASHION SHOW
ACTIVITIES « ASIAN POP DANCE COMPETITION « HEALTH SCREENING (inside Asia Plaza) + WORLD MARKETPLACE
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M:;w-u émc:ﬂjg CHTY 08 Cupvy

VAR
ENTERTAINMENT
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E ThindFederal = KeyBank &= d’h h 53 | sk e ol Ooam () £6)

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS: ASIAN AMERICAN BUSINESS RESOURCE GROUP » CLEVELAND ASIATOWHN « CLEVELAND CAVALIERS AND CLEVELAND GUARDMANS + CLEVELAND PLAYHOLSE + CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY
LEVIN COLLEGE OF URBAN AFFAIRS « DOMINION ENERGY « MARGARET WONG & ASSOCIATES « THE FINCH GROUP « 5T CLAIR SUPERIOR DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

i -

SPONSORS: ACE TAXI = ASEA PLAZA » ASIAN SERVICES IN ACTION = CUYAHDGA ARTS & CULTURE * DISTILLATA + HECHEWY » IMAGE MEDIA LAB « MEDIA DESIGHN IMAGING = MIDTOWN CLEVELAND

MEDIA SPONSORS: A SPRINKLE OF SEOUL = ASIATOWN VOICE + CLEVELAND PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY » CLEVELAND INTERNATIONAL HALL OF FAME = CLEVELAND SCENE MAGAZINE » CLEVELANDPEOPLE COM « ERIE
CHINESE JOURMAL+ INDIA INTERNATIONAL « 18 NEWS » OHIO CHINESE AMERICAN NEWS » THE LAND » THE LOTUS » TV30 CLEVELAND « WCSE = WHYC




