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Since I was a little girl, I had been always looking up to fire-
fighters. They are super brave, selfless to fight for fires and catastro-
phe-savers even if sacrificing their own lives. They are most close to
God. They are men who I trust.

But today I honorably witnessed our Woodmere Village fire
department Chief Gina DeVito-Staub being sworn in as the first fe-
male top fire official in Cuyahoga County by Ben Holbert - Wood-
mere Village Mayor. Our county council lady Meredith Turner host-
ed the ceremony. Ohio Senator Kenny Yuko, Moreland Hills Mayor
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E n July 20, Goldman Sachs

10k Small Business Voice
Day, 1 joined my fellow small
business owners and had the op-
portunity to meet U.S. House of
Representatives Shontel Brown
(Ohio’s 11th district) and Tim
Ryan (Ohio’s 13th district) in
front of Capital Hill, and Sena-
tor Rob Portman in Baseball
~ Stadium National Park. We
_ were able to voice our interests:
renewing the employee reten-
tion tax credit that ended in
2021, creating a new tax credit
for hiring and retention, increas-

ing access to capital, controlling gas
prices and inflation, improving the
supply chain, increasing quality
childcare funding/tax credit, and
simplifying the government con-
tracting process for small business
applications.

Rep. Tim Ryan spent the most
time listening and talking with most
numbers of individuals from our

‘What kind of lady Chief Gina is to have one state Senator, four may-
ors and so many leading fire officials to come for her swearing-in
ceremony?

partment, Chief Gina has a solid and broad education and training
background: biology, business, leadership and fire suppression. She
holds a degree in biology from Hiram College, and an MBA and
Masters in Leadership from Grand Canyon University in Phoenix.
She is a also graduate of the National Fire Academy’s executive fire  FI&{5

self always “be ready” to give out her life to save others!
Chief Gina has beautiful smile with an amiable aura. She
stands there like a lighthouse where you watch for charting out of

Besides 25 years of service experience in Twinsburg Fire de- dangers. Congratulations, Chief Gina!!!
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sues are already being worked on. Why did
Goldman Sachs spend millions of dollars to
organize us to meet with these politicians to
give our input on issues? Why did politicians
and our small business owners (suffering 90
degrees under the sun) meet to talk over is-
sues the federal government is already aware
&Y of? I think this is what the American bot-
tom-up democratic process is about: extend-
ing to each individual the right to voice their
own interests to government in a civilized,

group. From his conversation
with my fellow small business
owner, Teresa Goski, I got to
know that he is much into well- g
ness and has supported a fitness
tax credit. Rep. Ryan is current-
ly running for U.S. Senator.
Wellness is my business, defi-
nitely he won me over on this
point. Styled in her chic light
blue blazer, Rep. Shontel Brown |,
gave us an overview of the cur-
rent U.S. administration’ s achievements in the past two years. She es-
pecially mentioned $1.6 billion of debt to HBCUs (historically Black
Colleges and Universities) has been discharged. This had never been
done before. A lot of people don’t know. Rep. Brown spoke very ar-
ticulately and passionately to our group. She is a charm!! Senator Port-
man grew up in a small business family background in Cleveland.
From his interactions with us, he definitely shares our pain and knows

open manner.
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our creative side. He is going to retire from public service, returning to
the private sector this year.

I grew up in Communist and Socialist China. Hon-
estly speaking, I benefited from a free public educa-
tion from elementary to high school and from a sub-
sidized college education in China. I am deeply
grateful for that. But I was never educated to com-
municate my interests to politicians. Sacrificing
self-interest and taking the govern ment’s orders
B were promoted as virtues. U.S. Representatives and
Senators know quite well about all the above issues
small business owners raised and some of those is-




