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Proclamation

To The People of Akron:

Werrar

Thie Gragiss Chrlstmss Cantats will be porfarmisg an adsission-froee evest ai B

Thomas Hall on September 19, 1Y, The Gracias Chrisimas Caniata is 2 muical event that bay
1sughed the lves of people in over 30 countries arsund the warld for the past 10 vearss and

lerear:

The warld-remenned Gracas Chobr is rocogniecd for (heele susheal avecllosce as

wimners of imternations] cheral compatitions i Germany, laly, Switeorland, anl Sesth Kores;

anil

TEerran

The chair and srchestra will deliver jos amd bape thraugh their music for tbe peoplc

of Akren and Neribesst Obio, Guests will enjoy 3 breathtaking nativity opers, 3 hrartnarming
muiical wilh cherished Chrivimas carob. 3nd 3 majotic rendation of Handel's Oratorie

=Nlcnakak;™ and

SeRereas:

Akron weltamis e Graciss Cholr sa it 2022 U5 jour, as they share the happiscas

of the Bolidays wnd the meaning of Chrnamas wih 5 ssdiosce.

Niraw, Therefore:
Monday, Srpeember 19, B2 a0

1, Danicl Horrgan. Savar of the Chy of Akron, Ghis, do berehy proclsim

“Gracias Christmas Cantata Day™

in the City of Akron snd encourage all Fesidests 1o participais and approciais ihe parferming aris
i thank the Gracias Christmis Casista fasl. crew, and mosic ariisis for shariag their talents

with the clitrean of Akron.
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| haiw hereusio set my hand and cansed ibe Seal of ibe City of

Aloron t b alfived Berets this 19 day f Septom ber 2012

August 21, 2022 Summer Potluck at Lakewood Park
was another successful event, bringing together families
and friends of the Chinese Women Association of Cleve-
land (CWA). There was much to celebrate under the Pavil-
ion, where everyone congregated. This was the second-
round potluck after last year, which was the first potluck
event, a long overdue social gathering after a long hiatus
from the pandemic. If there was one thing among many

things the pandemic taught us, was, don’t take gatherings
for granted. Somehow this was felt that afternoon. Every-
one treasured every moment, enjoyed the food, exchanged
conversations, caught up with old friends, as well as made
new ones. Anna and her team did it again! They pulled off
a well- organized event serving about fifty plus members
and their family and spouses with sumptuous food and
drinks, music, and dance. Food kept showing up, brought
in by members who came later. Laughter, smiles, a chatty
crowd and popping balloons from the games played. Some
members checked out the Solstic Steps at the park, over-
looking Lake Erie, and Cleveland at the park’s lookout
point. Everyone enjoyed the day, eating and talking, along
with other diverse community groups under the Pavilion.
The pictures said it all, that members had an unforgettable
day. Thank you organizers for putting this together.
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Were you born in

country

came to America as an

another and
immigrant or refugee?
What happened to you
when you came to this
country? Was a parent
(or both) born in anoth-
er country and you were
born in America? What
was it like being part of
two or more cultures?
Has your family been in
America for many gen-
erations? What story do
you want to tell that
helps us understand
your uniqueness as a human being?

The International Community Council-Worldwide
Intercultural Network (ICC-WIN) is committed to enhanc-
ing cultural competence in Northeast Ohio and offering its
HUMAN LIBRARY representing the people and cultures
of this region. In small group sessions we will open the
volumes in our library and provide you with opportunities
to engage in dialogue with each storyteller. Ask questions
about their cultures you have always wanted to ask. We be-
lieve that civil dialogue promotes understanding.

The Human Library? is a global innovative and
hands-on learning platform. It is embedded in high school
as well as higher learning, medical training as well as civic
engagement to better our understanding of diversity in or-
der to help create more inclusive and cohesive communi-
ties across cultural, religious, social and ethnic differences.
In its education initiatives, the Human Library works to
create a safe framework for personal conversations that can
help to challenge prejudice, help rid discrimination, pre-
vent conflicts and contribute to greater human cohesion
across social, religious and ethnic divisions.

The ICC-WIN “HUMAN LIBRARY”

Our “Human Library” is designed to build a positive
framework for conversations that can challenge stereotypes
and prejudices through dialogue. The ICC-WIN Human Li-
brary is a place where real people are on loan to readers,
that is, participants in the sessions. It is a place where diffi-

THE HUMAN LIBRARY

Everyone has a story to tell!
Everyone is a special volume in this library!
SIGN-UP TO BECOME A VOLUME IN THE
ICC-WIN HUMAN LIBRARY AND SUPPORT

MULTICULTURAL UNDERSTANDING !

cult questions are ex-
pected, appreciated and
answered.
“Don’t judge a book by
its cover!”

ICC-WIN has a very
large “book shelf” with
several hundred
umes! From our begin-
nings in 1993, we have
engaged the diverse peo-
ples and their cultures in

vol-

arts and culture activities
including but not limited
to annual Folk Festivals,
presentations by heads of
international consulates,
community-based event, annual International Cleveland
EXPO, and our “World in Your Backyard” series. Each
person who has been part of our work is a separate volume
representing great diversity within each culture as well as
among the cultures. They have shared their stories and tal-
ents before both small and large groups. Each time, partici-
pants have come away with an enhanced cultural aware-
ness.

NOTE: This series is focused on open dialogue with-
out judgments by the participants. We are happy to collab-
orate with The Human Library? or “Menneskebiblioteket”
as it is called in Danish, created in Copenhagen in the
spring of 2000 by Ronni Abergel and his brother Dany and
colleagues Asma Mouna and Christoffer Erichsen. We
have much to learn from their 22-year history of supporting
open dialogue.

International Community Council — Worldwide Inter—
cultural Network www.icc—win.org 216-245-5150
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