Grandparents Still Targeted for Scams

Better Business Bureau Serving Greater
Cleveland (BBB?) is reminding families to be on
alert for scams targeting senior adults. In the past,
scammers would claim a grandchild was in trou-
ble with the law or in jail. However, in the
post-pandemic era, the scam has taken a new
twist. The FTC released a warning last year advis-
ing consumers to be cautious of scammers posing
as grandchildren who are sick in the hospital or
stranded overseas due to coronavirus. These com-
munications come with a sense of urgency which
panics victims into wiring money under the pre-
text of paying a hospital bill or making travel ar-
rangements.

By Better Business Bureau

In 2021, Better Business Bureau received
over 200 reports of scams taking the form of a
family or friend emergency. In these scams, over
35% of consumers reported losing money. Most
commonly, this was in the form of an online mon-
ey transfer or prepaid credit or gift card. Victims
were usually solicited through phone calls. BBB
wants to remind the public that older adults are
susceptible to many types of scams, not just ones
specifically targeting grandparents.

BBB also recommends seniors should:

e Verify the Caller’s Identity. Ask specific
and targeted questions that a stranger couldn’t
possibly answer, such as a middle name or the
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name of an elementary school. Confirm the emer-
gency itself by contacting another family member
or friend through a trusted method.

e Resist the Urge to Act Immediately - It’
s easy to panic when a family member may be in
danger, but stay calm.

e Don’t Send Money - Scammers may
ask for cash in the form of cash, money transfers,
or gift cards. Don’t send funds until you can vali-
date contacts.

Questions? Reach out to your BBB at
216.241.7678 or email mybbb@cleveland.bbb.
org. For more news and tips visit BBB.org.

Be Heard Rising Against Asian

OCA Greater Cleveland presented an ad-
vanced film screening of a PBS documentary set
to air nationally on PBS on October 17. The film:
Rising Against Asian Hate: One Day in March
was shown on Sat. October 8 at Li Wah
Restaurant and was attended by about 20
engaged advocates. Joining OCAGC
were AsiaTown CLE and ASIA Inc as
community partners for the screening. :

The documentary co-produced by
CAAM chronicles how the Asian Ameri- &
can community came together to fight |
back against hate. It focuses on the mur-
ders in Atlanta Georgia at three Asian
owned spas where eight victims, six of
whom were Asian American women,
were gunned down. This, in the middle
of the COVID pandemic where there was |«
an alarming increase in hate crimes a- |
gainst Asian Americans.

g0 -

The film depicts the aftermath and the im-
portance of building political power and how that
is tied to stopping Asian hate. The documentary
features narration by Emmy-nominated actress

Sandra Oh and original music by Grammy
and Academy Award-winning musician Jon
Batiste. OCAGC along with other OCA
chapters across the nation are screening the
film to promote voter registration and voter
engagement - to ensure the needs and voic-
es of Asian Americans are considered in the
upcoming elections. The deadline to regis-
ter to vote in Ohio is October 11 (OCA and
ASIA was available to register/update voter
registrations at the screening).

After the film, the attendees shared
thoughts on the film, the impact of an-
ti-Asian hate, and the
importance of communi-
tyand voting. A few
take-aways:

Similar to the gath-
erings related to an-
ti-Asian Hate depicted S
in the film, the Cleve- i
land AsianTown com- B
munity also came to-
gether last March with over
1,000 marchers that came to-
gether in solidarity (photos).
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H ate By Wayne Wong

The violent events shown in the film sparked
shock and sadness as such events could, and does,
happen to those we know.

The further
cross-ethnic collaboration was highlighted.

Visit OCAGC.org for more information on
becoming a member, volunteer, and our other pro-

need for cross-cultural,

grams of advocacy, civic engagement, and cultur-
al outreach.
#RisingAgainstAsianHate
#StopAAPIHate
Photo Credits - Wayne Wong, Lisa Wong,
and OCAGC

#StopAsianHate

Register to Vote [
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Abigail Hing Wen

NY Times Best Selling Author & Filmmaker

Loveboat Book Signing
Tuesday, October 25, 2022

Barnes & Noble
28801 Chagrin Blvd
Woodmere, Ohio

& p.m. Meet & Greet
T p.m, Author & Book Discussion
B p.m. Book Signing
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