Governor DeWine Announces $10.2 Million in
Ohio Court Backlog Reduction Program Awards

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—Ohio  Governor
Mike DeWine today announced that 51 local
courts will receive a total of $10.2 million in grant
funding to help reduce accumulated backlogs of
pending court proceedings.

Governor DeWine is awarding the funding
as part of the Ohio Court Backlog Reduction Pro-

check-in systems, technology to simplify bench
warrant processing, and updates to case manage-
ment systems that will increase the efficiency of
court case processing. Grants were also awarded
to help courts maintain adequate staffing levels.
Municipal and county courts, courts of com-
mon pleas, and appellate courts were eligible to

apply for grants for one- or two-year projects. The
Office of Criminal Justice Services, which is a di-
vision of the Ohio Department of Public Safety,
worked in partnership with the Supreme Court of
Ohio to develop the grant criteria and select award
recipients.

“The COVID-19 pandemic impacted courts
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The Ohio Court Backlog Reduction Program
is funded as part of the $250 million in American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding that Governor
DeWine and the Ohio General Assembly dedicat-
ed to first responders last year to help counter var-
ious pressing issues exacerbated by the

gram, which launched earlier this
year to help local courts reduce the
time-to-disposition of pending cases,
remove barriers to the timely resolu-
tion of cases, and apply creative solu-
tions to improve case flow.

"I'm grateful for all the
hard-working people in our court-
houses who work every day to uphold
the right to a fair trial," said Governor
DeWine. "The funding we are award-
ing today will support this work and
ensure that justice is served in a time-
ly manner."
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in various ways,” COVID-19 pandemic, including increases in vio-
lent crime and decreases in staffing levels in crim-

inal justice fields.

tice Maureen O’ Other assistance for criminal justice partners
Connor. “Some developed by the DeWine-Husted Administration
courts experienced includes the creation of the Ohio Narcotics Intelli-
staffing challenges gence Center, Ohio School Safety Center, Ohio

Office of Law Enforcement Recruitment, Ohio
Office of First Responder Wellness, Ohio Prisoner
Extradition Reimbursement Program, Ohio Vio-
lent Crime Reduction Grant Program, Ohio
Body-Worn Camera Grant Program, Ohio Ballis-
tics Testing Initiative, Ohio Crime Lab Efficiency

gants.” Program, Ohio First Responder Recruitment, Re-
MORE: Full List tention, and Resilience Program, Community Vio-
of Ohio  Court lence Prevention Grant Program, and the new e-

Warrant database.
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initiative, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) and
the City of Lorain dedicated the Martin’s Run Wetland And
Stream Restoration Project in Lorain County.

“It’s exciting to see the H2Ohio initiative in action in differ-
ent communities all across Ohio,” Gov. DeWine said. “We are
working to protect our waterways and ensure access to safe, clean
water - and each complete project puts us one step closer to achiev-
ing that goal.”
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Also on Monday, Lt. Governor Jon Husted presented the
2022 Governor’s Inclusive Employer Award, which recognizes O-
hio’s commitment to individuals with disabilities in the workplace
and leadership of diversity and inclusion best practices.

Lastly on Monday, Lt. Governor Husted traveled to Ohio
Hi-Point Career Center in Logan County for a roundtable discussion
with area businesses focused on the TechCred program.

On Tuesday,the Ohio Third Frontier Commission approved
$3.6 million in grants to help entrepreneurs develop innovative
products and move them toward the marketplace.

“Ohio’s research institutions and entrepreneurs are on the
cutting edge of technological advancements, and my administration

On Monday, as part of Governor Mike DeWine's H20Ohio
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is proud to support this important work,” Governor Mike DeWine
said. “We are investing in promising research and innovation to
build our economy and improve the quality of life for Ohioans.”
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Governor DeWine visitng with culinary students at the Tri—
County Career Center in Nelsonville.

OnWednesday, Governor DeWine visited the Tri-County Ca-
reer Center in Nelsonville to learn about the training students re-
ceive and to speak with the manufacturers they partner with for
workforce development.
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32 Appalachian Counties
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On Thursday, Governor DeWine and Lt. Governor Husted
announced new details on the Appalachian Community Grant Pro-
gram, which will infuse $500 million into Ohio's 32-county Ap-
palachian region to revitalize communities and stimulate transfor-
mational change.

This morning, the Governor's Office of Appalachia released
detailed guidelines for the program, including project requirements,
eligibility, and the timeline for awards.

"There has never been a better time to live in Ohio, and we're
making sure that our Appalachian communities also
experience the economic growth that we're seeing sy !
across the state," said Governor DeWine. "This }
half-a-billion-dollar investment, which is long over-
due, is an investment in the future of Appalachia and
the future of each and every Ohioan who calls this re-
gion home."

The $500-million Appalachian Community
Grant Program is part of Governor DeWine’s "O-
hioBuilds - Small Communities, Big Impact - A
Plan for Appalachia." The program will specifically
support transformational projects in Ohio's Ap-
palachian communities that focus on infrastructure
development, physical and behavioral health, and

workforce development.

“There are people and communities with big ideas across Ap-
palachia, but they have lacked the resources to make those dreams
come true. These grants aim to help make more of those dreams a

1._,_ reality,” said Lt. Governor Husted. “Improving education, health-

care, and quality of life, these grants will support local solutions in
these critical areas.”

Also on Thursday, in recognition of National Teen Driver
Safety Week, Governor DeWine announced that two new tools are
now available for parents and driving school instructors to help bet-
ter prepare young drivers who are still gaining experience behind
the wheel.

New, localized traffic safety bulletins and an all-digital driver's
permit packet can now be found on the Ohio Traffic Safety Office's
(OTSO) website.

In partnership with the Ohio
State Highway Patrol, OTSO will
biannually publish 88 coun-
ty-specific driver training bul-
letins for use by parents, teachers,
and driving instructors to help ed-
ucate young drivers on local-level
driving trends, dangerous roads
and intersections, and seatbelt us-
age.

"We are continuously looking
for ways to equip Ohio's young
drivers with information to help
them make good decisions be-
hind the wheel," said Governor
DeWine. "Each county in Ohio
has unique driver-safety issues
based on varying landscapes,
population, and roads, so this local information can help parents and
driving instructors determine which driving skills to focus on with
new and practicing drivers."

Governor DeWine breaking ground with Motion Controls
Robotics executives.

On Friday, Governor DeWine attended an expansion ground-
breaking ceremony at Motion Controls Robotics Inc. in Fremont
and later toured the Sentinel Career & Technology Center in Tiffin
to learn about their programs.




