Governor DeWine Announces
$100 Million for Electric Vehicle

Charging
Available

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—Ohio Governor
Mike DeWine and Lt. Governor Jon Husted to-
day announced that $100 million is now avail-
able to support the implementation of electric
vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure throughout
the state over the next five years.

DriveOhio, which is a division of the O-
hio Department of Transportation (ODOT), to-
day began accepting proposals from companies
to install and operate EV charging stations in O-
hio.

"Having the capability to support more
electric vehicle charging stations is something
we’ ve been working on for years," said Gover-
nor DeWine. "The development of a statewide
network of charging infrastructure will enable
EV travel across the state, support private sector
investment, and spur even more economic de-
velopment across the state."

Funding proposals must align withOhio's
EV Infrastructure Deployment plan, which re-
quires that charging stations support at least
four direct current fast chargers with at least
150 kilowatts per port. Currently, Ohio has 13
charging stations that meet these requirements
and plans to add 30 more locations by 2025.

“This investment gives Ohio another op-
portunity to compete for the future of the auto
industry,” said Lt. Governor Husted. “Leading
in the automotive sector has been a priority for
Ohio for quite some time, and as part of that
goal, we’ll continue to work towards building
up the EV workforce, so that businesses have
access to talent, and Ohioans can secure a ca-
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reer in a new, innovative industry right here in
our state.”

Ohio's EV infrastructure deployment will
focus on interstate corridors before moving on
to U.S. and state routes. Once charging stations
on federally-required corridors are complete,
the remaining funds will be used for charging a-
long additional corridors, at state tourist attrac-
tions, and freight corridors.

"This network will go a long way toward
improving the quality of life for Ohio drivers,
giving them initial confidence and flexibility
when driving Ohio's roads for personal, profes-
sional, or recreational purposes, regardless of
distance traveled or location," said ODOT Di-
rector Jack Marchbanks.

"Ohio continues to lead in electric mobili-
ty, giving us an edge in the procurement pro-
cess. With states across the country vying for
the same equipment, our plan is deliberately
crafted to attract the right companies to meet the
growing demand for reliable charging across the
state," said DriveOhio Executive Director Preeti
Choudhary.

Ohio's EV Infrastructure Deployment plan-
was approved by the Federal Highway Admin-
istration last month, making the $100 million in
federal funding available for EV charging in-
frastructure over the next five years.

ODOT will accept proposal requests until
December 21, 2022. Proposal information and
full guidelines can be found at drive.ohio.
gov/nevi.
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(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—Ohio Gover-
nor Mike DeWine and Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR) Director Mary
Mertz today awarded $1.7 million in grants to
support dozens of new outdoor recreation
projects in local communities across the state.

“We are excited to help communities
all over Ohio create fun, safe, and inclusive
outdoor recreation opportunities,” said Gov-
ernor DeWine.? “These grants help local
parks improve and upgrade their outdoor
spaces for citizens of Ohio.”

The grants, awarded as part of the?Na-
tureWorks?program, will support 68 outdoor
recreation projects in?62 counties.?Projects
include the development of playgrounds, nat-
ural playscapes, trails, restrooms, dog parks,
baseball fields, basketball courts, tennis and
pickleball courts, splash pads, and picnic
shelters.?

$1.7 Million for 68 projects
in 62 counties
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DeWine Announces
New Ovutdoor Recreation Pro-
jects in 62 Counties

“These grants give us an opportunity to part-
ner with local communities and invest in out-
door recreation across the Buckeye State,”
said Director Mertz. “We are always looking
for ways to get families and friends to get out
and enjoy the beautiful spaces that can be
found right in their own neighborhoods.”

DETAILS: List of 68 NatureWorks
Grant Projects

NatureWorks grants provide up to 75%
reimbursement assistance to local govern-
ment subdivisions for the acquisition, devel-
opment, and rehabilitation of recreational ar-
eas. Projects are funded through the Ohio
Parks and Natural Resources Bond Issue,
which was approved by Ohioans in Novem-
ber 1993. Additional legislation authorized
the creation of the NatureWorks Grant Pro
gram.
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On Monday, Governor Mike DeWine and
Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
Director Mary Mertz awarded $1.7 million in
grants to support dozens of new outdoor recre-
ation projects in local communities across the
state.

“We are excited to help communities all
over Ohio create fun, safe, and inclusive out-
door recreation opportunities,” said Governor
DeWine. “These grants help local parks im-

prove and upgrade their outdoor spaces for citi-
zens of Ohio.”

OnTuesday, Governor DeWine and the O-
hio Department of Education recognized Na-
tional STEM and STEAM Day. The Governor
applauds the innovative ways educators provide
dynamic science, technology, engineering, the
arts and humanities and mathematics instruc-
tion.

OnWednesday, Governor DeWine recog-
nized World Adoption Day.In Ohio, thousands
of children are living in out-of-home placement
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OnThursday,
Governor
DeWine and O-
hio Department
of Job and Family Services (ODIJFS) Director
Matt Damschroder announced twonew services
for veterans and military spouses onOhioMean-
sJobs.com.

Veterans registered on the website are now
prompted to complete a brief questionnaire ask-
ing if they would like to receive one-on-one
help with their job searches. In addition, the re-
sumes of military spouses are now designated
with a red and blue “S” to make them stand out
to military-friendly employers - much like vet-

erans’  resumes
" that are flagged
witha “V.”
"We are proud
that Ohio is home
to the fifth-largest
popula-
tion in the nation

veteran

and we are always
looking for ways
to support our
military members
* and their families,
" said Governor DeWine."By offering individu-
alized assistance to veterans and military spous-
es during their job search, we are creating an-
other way to say ‘thank you’ to our servicemen

and women and con- Chis
tinuing our commit- =
ment to making Ohio
the
tary-friendly state in
the country.”

Also onThursday,
Lt.  Governor Jon
Husted provided
keynote remarks at
theOhio Chamber of
Commerce's  Impact
Ohio  Post General
Election Conference in
Columbus.The event
offered an opportunity
to hear directly from
the leaders who will
shape Ohio’s policy
and political agenda
for the upcoming bien-

most mili-
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nium.
Lastly
day,Governor DeWine
authorized the use of
the State Disaster Re-
lief Program (SDRP)
to help several coun-
ties impacted by se-
vere storms in Febru-
ary, May, June, and

onThurs-

July of 2022.
The SDRP is a
reimbursement  pro-

gram that can be used
in instances
storm damage amounts
do not meet the thresh-
old for federal assis-

where

tance. The program is
intended to provide
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Governor DeWine Authorizes Use of
State Disaster Relief Program

NOW. 10, 3032

Governor DeWine Announces New
Employment Services for Veterans and
Military Spouses

supplemental state assistance to local govern-
ments and eligible non-profit organi zations
for costs associated with debris re moval, e-
mergency protective measures, and perma-
nent work.



