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is on your side

Wherever life takes you, we’re there.

Life is full of uncertainties and sometimes you need someone to help
guide you through it all. At the Hec Hixson Insurance Agency, we special-

ize in finding customized solutions for your financial and insurance needs.

We speak Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)

Amy Lee

Hixson & Malinowski Agency

5530 State Rd. Ste 1, Parma, OH 44134.
216-965-0669; www.nationwide.com
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You may not have to go to Cleveland Court
Because of COVID-19, there are different ways to take
care of legal matters. Visit www.cmcoh.org to get options for
tickets (traffic/ parking/ waste collection)
Also see details about small claims (less than $6,000) or
civil weddings.
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Get vaccinated today

Call to schedule your COVID vaccine: |
- Akron: 1(234) 300-3400
- Cleveland: 1(216) 361-1223
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Mayor Justin Bibb proposes investing $40 million of
American Rescue Plan Act funding on education, jobs,
workforce development and modern technology

Monday, January 9, 2023 — Cleveland

Tonight, Mayor Justin M. Bibb will intro-
duce to Cleveland City Council over $40 million
in proposed American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
investments focused on education, jobs, democ-
racy, and the modernization of city services.

“The pandemic has been hard on all of us,
especially our kids and our families. My admin-
istration remains focused on helping provide the
necessary supports that students, educators, and
parents need as we continue to come out of the
pandemic,” said Mayor Bibb. “These critical
initiatives will help accelerate progress on litera-
cy, mental health, and engagement.”

“These ARPA funds are once-in-a-lifetime
investments in Cleveland’s future,” Bibb added.
“That’s why we’re focusing on the building
blocks of a stronger tomorrow: our kids, our
workers, and our civic fabric. It’s this kind of
catalytic investment in the things that matter
most that will ensure Cleveland thrives for gen-
erations to come.”

This docket of ARPA proposals includes:
Education for Everyone ($16.68M)
- Coordinated Supports to Catch Students Up:

These initiatives serve to develop and

scale innovative education
practices that work, further
engage families in their stu-
dents’ learning, and ensure
all early learners have sup-
ports for reading.

— Education Pathways to
Good Jobs:

Education is a critical
pathway toward family-sus-
taining wages for all Cleve-
landers. This initiative aims
to  re-engage  residents g
whose educational pathway
was  disrupted  during
COVID and to establish stronger career pathway
planning for Cleveland students in grades 6-12.

— Integrated Health Initiative:

Integrate health services into CMSD
schools to provide students with physical and
mental services on-site and remotely, build trust
in healthcare, increase health literacy, and des-
tigmatize mental health.

Inclusive Economic Recovery ($13.5M)
— Built Environment Workforce Develop—
ment:

Grow the workforce
pipeline in high-demand
good jobs in  “built envi-
ronment”  sectors (con-
struction, transit, green
infrastructure, broadband,
lead and brownfield re-
mediation), with specific
metrics to bring more
Black, Latinx, and wom-
en workers  into  the
skilled trades and other
occupations that build the
community around us.

— Site Acquisition and
Development:

Acquire, remediate, and prepare commer-
cial sites for business development and growth
along Opportunity Corridor, ultimately attracting
more jobs to the City.

Modernizing City Hall ($4M)
— 311 Digital Government Software:

To better provide essential City services,
this initiative will modernize 311 operations
with a digital resident engagement platform and
revamped call intake capabilities.

Violence Prevention and Public Safety
($0.85M)

— Violence Prevention Strategic Plan:

Engage the community in the development
of a long-term violence prevention strategic
plan.

Civic Participation Fund ($5.5M)
— Participatory Budgeting: Enables

residents to propose and vote for projects in
their neighborhoods by piloting a participatory
budgeting process, a new investment in Cleve-
land’s civic infrastructure which lets community
decide how to spend part of a public budget.

CITY OF CLEVELAND
Mayor Justin M. Bibb

Spotlight on the Enwronment Debrleflng COP27 and the Global Water Crisis

January 18 @ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm
The United Nations Climate Conference
(COP27 ) held in Sharm el-Sheik in November

T 2022 resulted
in a landmark
agreement  to
develop a ded-
icated fund to
'~ assist develop-
ing countries
in responding
- to loss and
- damage that
may result
from climate
change. A del-
egation of Cleveland leaders traveled to Egypt to
participate in the conference and witness the

process. They will share their experience and
observations about global climate change nego-
tiations.

Michael Jeans is the CEO of Growth Op-
portunity Partners. Stephen Love is the Cleve-
land Foundation’s program director for Envi-
ronmental Initiatives. John Mitterholzer is the
Gund Foundation’s program director for Cli-
mate and Environmental Justice.

In addition, Jeff Opperman, Global Fresh-
water Lead Scientist for the World Wildlife
Fund, will address the looming global water cri-
sis in the context of international efforts on cli-
mate change, including the COP27 process.
Schedule:

5:30 PM Reception

6:00 PM Program begins

6:45 PM Q&A

7:15 PM Program concludes

Admission: Non-Members $25; Members $15;
Students admitted free with support from the Dr.
and Mrs. Wael and Sawssan Khoury Students’
Fund.

Location: The Union Club, 1211 Euclid Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio 44115.

Parking: Parking at the Union Club is $10 for
valet service. Additional parking options include
other lots in the downtown area and street park-
ing. CCWA also encourages walking, biking, or
public transportation.
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On Monday, Governor Mike DeWine signed
the following bills into law:

* Senate Bill 33,sponsored by Senators Jay
Hottinger and Andrew O. Brenner,modifies
the law governing community reinvestment
areas and expands the income tax deduction allowed
for contributions to Ohio's 529 education savings
plans to include contributions to 529 plans established
by other states.

* Senate Bill 63, sponsored by Senator Sandra
O'Brien, creates the D-9 liquor permit, which autho-
rizes an establishment to sell beer, wine, and mixed
beverages for on-premises consumption under speci-
fied circumstances; allows a board of county com-
missioners to authorize a county department of
probation to accept payments by credit card; and
makes multiple designations.

* Senate Bill 131, sponsored by Senators Kristina
Roegner and Rob McColley,requires an occupa-
tional licensing authority to issue a license or gov-
ernment certification to an applicant who holds a
license, government certification, or private certi-
fication or has satisfactory work experience in an-
other state under certain circumstances; specifies
that individuals may not register as credit services
organizations; specifies that individuals may not
be licensed as manufacturers or wholesalers of fire-
works; and maintains State Teacher Retirement Sys-
tem membership for certain school psychologists.

* Senate Bill 164, sponsored by Senators Jay Hot-
tinger and Kenny Yuko,revises the law and penalties
associated with companion animal cruelty; generally
prohibits an animal shelter from destroying a domestic
animal by the use of a gas chamber; and authorizes
Cuyahoga County to convert its existing cigarette tax
to a wholesale tax and levy a new wholesale tax on va-
por products.

* Senate Bill 202, sponsored by Senators Bob D.
Hackett and Nickie Antonio,prohibits a person's dis-
ability from being the basis to deny or limit custody,
parenting time, visitation, adoption, or service as a
guardian or foster caregiver, regarding a minor; pro-
vides that a civil action to challenge a state adminis-
trative order issued in a state of emergency be brought
in the Court of Claims or an appropriate local court
depending on the nature of the action; to makes
changes concerning the validity of real property in-
struments and fiduciary signature errors; makes
changes to the law related to the disinterment of bod-
ies buried in cemeteries, presentment of claims against
an estate, Guardianship Law, and the Ohio Trust Law;
creates the Task Force on Bail; allows a county prose-
cutor to provide legal services to certain entities; con-
veys state-owned land in Lucas County; modifies the
qualifications for office for judges of municipal courts,
county courts, courts of common pleas, courts of ap-
peals, and justices of the Supreme Court; and to con-
verts one part-time judgeship of the Fulton County
County Court to a full-time judgeship effective Jan-
uvary 1, 2023, until that court is abolished on January
1,2024.

* Senate Bill 302, sponsored by Senators Bob D.
Hackett and Bill Reinecke,makes changes to the Un-
employment Compensation Law.

* House Bill 23, sponsored by Representatives Phil
Plummer and Thomas West,requires emergency medi-
cal service personnel and peace officers to undergo de-
mentia-related training and increases the maximum al-
lowable age for new state highway patrol troopers.

* House Bill 35, sponsored by Representatives Jeff
LaRe and Gary Click,permits mayors to solemnize
marriages anywhere within Ohio.

* House Bill 66, sponsored by Representative James
M. Hoops,revises the tax laws and to makes certain
operating appropriations for the biennium ending June
30, 2023, and capital appropriations for the biennium
ending June 30, 2024.

* House Bill 107, sponsored by Representative Brian
Baldridge,subsequently eliminates licensure of eleva-
tor contractors and mechanics in ten years.

* House Bill 150, sponsored by Representatives Brett
Hudson Hillyer and David Leland,establishes the Ru-
ral Practice Incentive Program; establishes a task force
to study Ohio's indigent defense system, and makes an
appropriation.

* House Bill 178, sponsored by Representatives Jean
Schmidt and Adam C. Miller,limits the water pressure
of water features at swimming pools and names this
act Makenna's Law.

* House Bill 254, sponsored by Representatives
Kristin Boggs and Cincy Abrams,provides for the es-
tablishment of domestic violence fatality review
boards.

* House Bill 353, sponsored by Representatives Gary
Click and Jessica E. Miranda,enacts "The Testing
Your Faith Act" to require each state institution of
higher education to adopt a policy providing students
with religious accommodations.

* House Bill 392, sponsored by Representatives Ron
Ferguson and Kevin D. Miller,authorizes ambulance
transport of an injured police dog when the dog is in-
jured in the line of duty; clarifies when a person may
ride in a moving fifth wheel trailer; and revises the law
governing the mounting of a vehicle safety device on
the windshield of a motor vehicle.

* House Bill 405, sponsored by Representatives Brian
Stewart and Mark Johnson,makes changes to county
hospital trustees law; allows the coroner's office to ac-
cess the Ohio Law Enforcement Gateway; and allows
a county treasurer to electronically deliver tax bills.

* House Bill 423, sponsored by Representatives Bill
Roemer and Bob Young,designates the All-American
Soap Box Derby as the official state gravity racing
program and designates "Eugene 'Gene' F. Kranz Day,
" "Ohio Burn Awareness Week," "Ohio Public Lands
Day," "Pollinator Week," and "Ulysses S. Grant Day."

* House Bill 462, sponsored by Representative Kevin
D. Miller and former Representative Rick Carfagna,
prohibits swatting, adds swatting to the definition of

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine Week in Review

For the week ending January 6, 2023

an offense of violence, and makes changes regarding
exempt employee pay ranges and pay ranges for cer-
tain State Highway Patrol officers.

* House Bill 487, sponsored by Representative Tom
Young,changes the bidding process for contracts for
ballot printing and eliminates the requirement that all
contracts for ballots for Ohio elections are rewarded to
vendors within the state and printed within the state.

On Tuesday, Governor DeWinesigned Senate Bill
288, which significantly strengthens laws in Ohio
related to the use of cell phones and other elec—
tronic devices while driving.

The bill, which was initially part of House Bill 283
sponsored by representatives Cindy Abrams (R-Harri-
son) and Brian Lampton (R-Beavercreek), contains
several safety measures championed by Governor
DeWine, including a wide ban on using and holding a
phone while driving.

“Signing this bill today is a great honor because this
legislation will, without a doubt, prevent crashes and
save lives,” said Governor DeWine. “Right now, too
many people are willing to risk their lives while be-
hind the wheel to get a look at their phones. My hope
is that this legislation will prompt a cultural shift
around distracted driving that normalizes the fact that
distracted driving is dangerous, irresponsible, and just
as deadly as driving drunk."

Also on Tuesday,Governor DeWine signed the fol—
lowing bills into law:

* Senate Bill 16, sponsored by Senator Tim Schaffer,
modifies the law regardingassault or menacing com-
mitted or directed against, and targeting, an emergency
service responder, family member, or co-worker; the
offense of unlawfully impeding public passage of an e-
mergency service responder; prohibits certain sex of-
fenders and child-victim offenders from engaging in a
specified volunteer capacity involving direct work
with, or supervision or disciplinary power over, mi-
nors; makes changes to the offense of voyeurism;
firearms qualification for county correctional officers;
the specification that there is no period of limitations
for prosecution of a conspiracy or attempt to commit,
or complicity in committing, aggravated murder or
murder; a political subdivision's emergency powers
when suppressing a riot, mob, or potential riot or mob;
the preservation of rights regarding deadly weapons
and firearms during an emergency; the penalties for
the offense of importuning; additions to the Statewide
Emergency Alert Program; the requirement that coun-
ty prosecutors annually report all case resolutions to
the board of county commissioners and all fire-related
case resolutions to the State Fire Marshal; and the re-
moval of ankle and leg restraints from those prohibited
for use on a pregnant charged or convicted criminal
offender or a pregnant charged or convicted delin-
quent child, and the lowering of the required threat
level for this use of restraints.

* House Bill 279, sponsored by Representatives
Richard D. Brown and Scott Oelslager,revises the law
regarding wrongful death claims.

* House Bill 364, sponsored by Representative
Thomas F. Patton, modifies the application process for
the waterworks infrastructure improvement surcharge
and to residential PACE lien priority, creates excep-
tions to the moratorium on modifications to hazardous
waste incinerator installation and operation permits,
and eliminates public water system asset management
program requirements for transient noncommmunity
water systems.

Governor DeWine also vetoedHouse Bill 286,
which would havegenerally changed the venue in
which appeal from an agency order is proper to the lo-
cal court of common pleas, provided that a civil action
to challenge a state administrative order issued in a
state of emergency be brought in the Court of Claims,
and to allowed the General Assembly and the Gover-
nor to retain special counsel.Governor's Veto Message.

Also on Tuesday, 1t. Governor Jon Husted, Director
of the Governor’s Office of Workforce Transforma-
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tion, announced that 13 workforce partnerships locat-
ed throughout the state will receive a total of $2.45
million in awards through the Industry Sector Partner-
ship (ISP) Grant. The program supports local collabo-
rations that help bring Ohioans into the workforce
pipeline while meeting the needs of job creators and
the local economy.

The selected partnerships will focus on multiple
in-demand industry sectors including information
technology, manufacturing, healthcare, transportation

and aerospace.

“Those who collaborate best are the ones who
win,” said Lt. Governor Jon Husted. “These partner-
ships connect educators and businesses and through
that collaboration, a local job training network is cre-
ated to help students prepare for the most in-demand
careers available in their communities.”

OnWednesday, Governor DeWine joined President
Joe Biden, Senator Mitch McConnell, Senator
Sherrod Brown, Kentucky Governor Andy
Beshear, and former Senator Rob Portman in
Cincinnati to celebrate the Brent Spence Bridge
Corridor Project.

OnThursday,Ohio Governor Mike DeWine
signed the following bills into law:

* House Bill 281, sponsored by State Represen-
tatives Dontavius L. Jarrells and Tom Young,
updates terminology in the Revised Code re-
garding people with mental illnesses and people
with disabilities, changes the name of a commission to
the Commission on African-Americans and modifies
the membership of the Commission, and names this
act the Mental Health and Disability Terminology Act.
* House Bill 343, sponsored by State Representative
Andrea White, make changes relative to the rights of
crime victims.

* House Bill 501, sponsored by State Representative
Thomas Hall, makes various township law changes,
subjects small solar facilities to local regulation, and
makes an exception to the Uniform Depository Act for
the treasurer and governing board that is a member of
the Little Miami Joint Fire and Rescue District for cer-
tain investments of interim funds.

* House Bill 504, sponsored by State Representative
Mark Johnson and former Representative Rick
Carfagna,increases the penalty for "disturbing a lawful
meeting" when committed with the intent to disturb or
disquiet an assemblage for religious worship or to pre-

BETTER
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vent, disrupt, or interfere with a virtual meeting or
gathering for religious worship.

* House Bill 509, sponsored by State Representatives
Marilyn John and Sarah Fowler Arthur, revises and
streamlines the state's occupational regulations, ex-
tends the authorization for two boards set to expire un-
der Sunset Review Law, and amends the version of
section 4723.481 of the Revised Code that is sched-
uled to take effect on September 30, 2024, to continue
the change on and after that date.

* House Bill 545, sponsored by State Representatives
Cindy Abrams and Brian Baldridge, allows for privi-
leged testimonial communications between a peer sup-
port team member and an individual receiving peer
support services or advice from the team member.

* House Bill 554, sponsored by Representatives Mary
Lightbody and Adam Bird, requires the State Board of
Education to issue temporary educator licenses to ap-
plicants with expired professional teacher's certificates
and professional educator licenses, with regard to the
composition of the Educator Standards Board and its
subcommittees, STEM school classroom facilities pro-
ject funding, full-time equivalency for students en-
rolled in certain community schools for the 2022-2023
school year, the provision of intervention services un-
der the Autism Scholarship Program, children of mili-
tary families participation in the college credit plus
program, high school graduation requirements for
transfer and chartered nonpublic school students, and
regarding the education of children experiencing de-
velopmental delays and state operating funding for

districts and schools educating them; expands
where multiple community school facilities may
be located under a community school sponsor
contract; and permits state universities to devel-
op a policy regulating student organizations' use
of university logos.

* House Bill 558, sponsored by State Representatives
Bill Roemer and Kris Jordan, modifies the laws gov-
erning the drug repository program for donated pre-
scription drugs and the laws governing access to over-
dose reversal drugs, authorizes a pharmacist to modify
a prescription to include a drug delivery device, regis-
ters pediatric transition care programs, designates
March as "Bleeding Disorders Awareness Month," and
designates the fourth Wednesday of February as "Hy-
pertrophic Cardiomyopathy Awareness Day."

* House Bill 567, sponsored by State Representatives
Brian Stewart and Richard D. Brown, regards records
kept by the clerk of the court of common pleas, court
of common pleas court orders made out of court, and
common pleas court clerk maintenance of court mate-
rials, and provides immunity to clerks of court who
post online a case document with personal identifiers;
provides that documents received, created, or convert-
ed by the clerk of court in electronic format are con-
sidered the official version of the record; revises the
duties of the board of county commissioners in rela-
tion to the clerk of the court of common pleas; amends
the law regarding notaries public; allows the Tif-
fin-Fostoria municipal court and the Seneca County
court of common pleas to continue to exercise concur-
rent jurisdiction in operating a drug addiction recovery
program indefinitely; and exempts peace officers from
the notary application criminal records check, and
makes changes to the notarization requirements for
motor vehicle and watercraft certificate of title docu-
ments when a licensed motor vehicle dealer is in-
volved in the transfer of title.

* House Bill 569, sponsored by State Representatives
Adam Holmes and Andrea White, authorizes institu-
tions of higher education to establish Ohio Hidden
Hero Scholarship Programs.

* House Bill 575, sponsored by State Representative
Al Cutrona, modernizes fraternal benefit society sol-
vency regulation and oversight.

* House Bill 578, sponsored by State Representative
Bill Roemer, creates and amends various specialty li-
cense plates and designates and amends various
memorial highways and bridges.

Governor DeWine also vetoed House Bill 513, regard-
inglocal regulation of tobacco products and alternative
nicotine products.Governor's Veto Message.

W Also onThursday, Lt. Governor Husted, who serves as

Director of the Governor’s Office of Workforce
Transformation, announced the results of November’s
round of TechCred, in which349 employerswere ap-
proved for funding, providing the opportunity forO-
hioans to earn 4,466 tech-focused credentials.This
most recent round marks the 17th application period of
the program with manufacturing topping the list of in-
dustries applying for tech-infused credentials.
"TechCred continues to grow and becomea powerful
tool for Ohio businesses and our workforce,” said Lt.
Governor Jon Husted. “The numbers speak volumes
about how TechCred is succeeding in growing our
workforce and upskilling Ohioans in today’s tech-in-
fused economy.”

On Friday,Governor DeWinesigned the following
bills into law:

* House Bill 45, sponsored by State Representative
Bill Roemer and former Representative Thomas West,
makes appropriations and provides authorization and
conditions for the operation of state programs.

* House Bill 458, sponsored by State Representative
Thomas Hall, modifies the lawgoverning voter identi-
fication and absent voting and other aspects of Ohio’s
election laws and makes changes regarding driver's li-
censes and state identification cards.

* House Bill 507, sponsored by State Representative J.
Kyle Koehler, revises specified provisions of agricul-
ture law, defines green energy, excludes natural gas
from receiving renewable energy credits, revises the
law governing environmental health specialists and
environmental health specialists in training, allows
conservancy district police departments to take speci-
fied actions regarding the towing and storage of motor
vehicles.

Governor DeWine Approves $4 Million Grant for Diversion
Program Training, Technical Assistance at NEOMED

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—0hio Governor Mike DeWine
today announced a $4 million grant for Northeast Ohio
Medical University (NEOMED) to provide training and
technical assistance for communities developing or
implementing deflection and pre-arrest diversion
programs to help those with substance use disorder get
the help and treatment they need.

The initiative will support communities that
have experienced an increase in violent crime. A new
Substance Use Deflection Center of Excellence within
NEOMED’s existing Criminal Justice Coordinating
Center of Excellence will be established to undertake
this work. The center will also conduct research on
enhancing the effectiveness of deflection and diversion
programs.

“The technical assistance resulting from this
project will be an invaluable resource to Quick
Response Teams (QRTs) around the state,” said
Governor DeWine. “Ultimately, we hope that by
expanding access to resources, more Ohioans will get
the help and treatment they need.”

The Office of Criminal Justice Services
(OCIJS) is administering the grant for the new
initiative through Ohio’s portion of the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds.

Pre-arrest deflection/diversion programs, such
as QRTs, use treatment services and peer support to
reduce reliance on the criminal justice system.

Partners in the initiative include
RecoveryOhio, the University of Cincinnati, QRT
National/Operation to Save Lives, Ohio QRT
Association, and Cordata Healthcare Innovations.

Immediately after taking office in 2019,
Governor DeWine signed an executive order
creating the RecoveryOhio initiative to support
aggressive measures to combat the opiate epidemic
by investing in the health and well-being of Ohio
citizens.

OCIS is a division of the Ohio Department of
Public Safety. By statute, OCJS is the lead justice
planning and assistance office for the state,
administering millions of dollars in state and
federal criminal justice funding every year. OCJS
also evaluates pro grams and develops technology,
training, and products for criminal justice
professionals and communities.

% MIKE DEWINE
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For the first half of my life, I lived in China
(born in China) and the United States. Therefore, 1
will give a more objective view on this.
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Personally, I do not think I am an American,
because I believe that the most important basic
values in my philosophy are not the so-called free-
dom of speech, freedom of thought, personal free-
dom, etc. in the West. Because of the constant im-
migration, Americans are not a single ethnic
group.
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The problem is that in the process of grow-
ing up, I encountered the following problems:
Americans usually don't like China very much,
and what's worse, the media and even educational
institutions are constantly spreading rumors and
attacking China, or brainwashing people to think
that China is a terrible place. For example, I have
a geography teacher in Grade 9 who "teaches" her
students that in China, parents still put sand under
the baby's body as diapers, which will squeeze
their shoulders and damage the baby's limbs. Yes,
there are many such comments in a top blue rib-
bon high school in California.
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Oh, she also said that Hong Kong people are
"different" from mainland people because they
once lived under British management. Yes, she
still stubbornly defended the British occupation of
Chinese territory. Needless to say, I left the class
with tears after explaining and arguing with her.
Especially at that time, I thought I was a Chinese,
and I was very proud of it. I would never take this
insult lightly.
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In addition, there are other bad things that
are still going on. For example, Chinese Ameri-
cans have become scapegoats for almost every-
thing. Even the police know. If they had to choose
between Native Americans and Chinese, they
would prefer Native Americans. Most of the time,
this is not even "racism". They just know the fact
that the Chinese will not cause any trouble, have
too many contacts and resources to provoke any-
thing, and will remain silent about any injustice.

Britt 2 Sh @ A AR SR S 2 A5
A L AEER R A T A B IR IR it
ARG . AR A H A KA T AR
rh A fE R, b M T Se B A+
REIF R, B H 2N TR 2 M U2 A

E— R R AR g BUS AT RRE, N &
BREZH NIRIEF ARG TS, i g
HHEMAAIERSEB R ITER.

For example: Oh, as an Asian, you must be
200 points higher than white people and 400
points higher than black or Hispanic people to en-
ter the school you want? Then go and study hard.
Oh, you are an Asian heterosexual male and want
to be an engineer, but schools like MIT "don't
want to have Asian males anymore"? No problem.
Let's economize on food and clothing, and then
send our son to an extremely expensive private
elite boarding school (almost all white people).
This school will have the priority. Asians usually
do this: we always obey, not demand change.
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Most importantly, my parents will constantly
tell me not to contact Americans too much, be-
cause "they will never really care about you. The
Chinese will care more about you", which is not
entirely correct, but I am very inclined to say that,
after all, "it is not my race, its heart will be differ-
ent".
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Therefore, in a Word, I didn't have "Ameri-
can pride" at that time, and I never felt that I
would really become " one of them".
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But later | found that it was not 1mposs1ble.
Because I found that, on the other hand, Chinese
people will be as ruthless as some white people.
Of course, they will chat with me according to my
appearance, but after a short interaction with me,
they will judge whether I am "one of them". I
speak without an accent and have different hob
bies. Even from the way I dress, they can see that
this is different: I like European mainstream and
culture and fashion, and they prefer East Asian
style clothes. So they can immediately identify
that I am not in the same circle with them, and
then exclude me.
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The most important thing is that when I en-
counter difficulties, when I need help, I get a lot of
help from Westerners in my life. Later, I didn't
know how to become estranged from East Asians.
Although my mother said that I was just deliber-
ately ignoring the Chinese, I didn't actually avoid
anyone, because all her friends were Chinese, and
most of my close friends were not, but they were
often not Americans, but from other countries,
such as European countries, and sometimes the
Middle East.
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I think you can call me a cosmopolitan. For
my mother, | have too many "foreign acquain-
tances". If I take these friends home for the night,
she will be very angry. Chinese? No problem, non
Chinese? They were immediately alert and be-
came very suspicious.
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So after all this, the wisdom I gained is that
patriotism is complete as an ideology. Identity
politics is evil. The only way you should accept
for yourself is you. Don't let anyone tell you who
you are or should be. So, if I am not a Chinese, not
enough to be a Chinese, not enough to be an
American, then who am I? I'm a person, that's all.
Why must I be Chinese or American, or both? |
am neither realistic nor possible.
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I personally agree with Chinese people. Al-
though I have lived in the United States for most
of my life and acquired American citizenship sev-
eral years ago, I still feel that I am obviously dif-
ferent from Americans. I have grown up in China
and the United States, and I must feel that I am in
the great gap between the two countries; I can't re-
ally understand American culture, but I can't un-
derstand some aspects of Chinese culture. Howev-
er, despite staying in the United States for so long,
as an Asian American, there is a different feeling,
that is, there is an embarrassing identity recogni-
tion.
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I came to America when I was very young,
and I didn't know English. In a sense, I was lucky
enough to be young enough to learn English
quickly, so when I was in junior high school, 1
could express myself more fluently than other
non-native speakers. When I was young, I didn't
realize the difference between my friends and me,
living in a "white" city. I felt like I was being sub-
tly suffocated, like a white man being stuffed into
my throat, because I rarely saw people like me.
But even if I try to act more like a "white man"
and try to assimilate with my peers in school, dif-
ferences
still exist.
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I am grateful that my parents did not insist
that I immediately assimilate with the white peo-
ple around me, but insisted that I understand our
own Chinese language and culture. Although my
public life focuses on integrating with people, I
feel more free in my private life and can express
things in the language that people I meet privately
think is "cool" and "foreign". Even though I know
more English than [ know Chinese, nothing makes
me feel like I came back to China to see my fami-
ly. It's very gratifying to go out and see people
who look like you and feel that you don't need to
be different to fit in.
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Strictly speaking, | am an American. But this
is not a part of me; I find my Chinese ancestry and
being an Asian are more important in my identity,
because I live in a very white place. As I can slow-
ly accept my Asian identity, I can find more con-
solation in the white ocean. Now, I am no longer
afraid to stand out.
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Frankly speaking, as a Chinese living in the
United States, I think this problem is ridiculous. I
have met many Chinese Americans in the place
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where I live, that is, the San Jose Bay Area. |
mean, there are many Chinese Americans living
here.
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From what I have seen, | can safely say that
most of them, especially those born or raised in
the United States, have nothing to do with China
or Chinese people. Are they white Americans? Of
course not, because there is a very clear Asian
American identity, which is different from white
people in many aspects. But not being white does
not mean they have relations with China.
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Most of them do not speak Chinese, or at
least do not speak with satisfactory proficiency.
They can't and can't read Chinese. They did follow
some Chinese traditions, but mainly because their
parents (usually the first generation immigrants)
followed them, and they grew up in this way. this
is it. All their Chinese ancestry seems to have been
imposed by the first generation of immigrant par-
ents.
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In addition, their behavior is 100% the same
as that of other Americans of color living in urban
areas. Once they have their own families, they
have no motivation to abide by these traditions,
nor are they interested in passing them on to the
next generation. Therefore, even this superficial
Chinese character will disappear in the third gen-
eration.
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To be honest (maybe a little harsh), I don't
understand why many first generation Chinese im-
migrants forced their children to learn Chinese and
follow Chinese traditions. If you are born with
Chinese ancestry, so you can speak some Chinese,
you will not succeed in the United States. Your
child may be better off learning Spanish or even
Latin. They won't, and you won't let them "return"
to China to live there.
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Why do you impose these things on them just
because you want them to be more like you?
There are many German, Italian, Irish and Dutch
Americans, but they will not force their children to
learn German, Italian, Irish or Dutch because these
languages are not so useful in the United States. In
most cases, their children's time is best spent else-
where.
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Learning a language, especially a language
like Chinese, is inevitably difficult and time-con-
suming for an English speaker, so it is impossible
for your child to speak Chinese skillfully through
weekend school. In the end, most of them don't
use it, and then they forget all their Chinese
knowledge.
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I do not see similar problems in Germany,
the Netherlands or Hispanic Americans. Of
course, all hyphenated Americans are Americans,
and they identify with Americans more. In most
cases, this is their only self-identity.
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CLEVELAND

dignal Cleveland is on a mission to ensure

all residents of Greater Cleveland have the

local news and information needed to build
a better and more sustainable future.

We want to hear directly from Greater Cleveland residents.
Text or call us at 216-220-9398 or visit signalcleveland.org
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*You can have flaws, be anxious, and even be
angry, but do not forget that your life is the greatest
enterprise in the world. Only you can stop it from go-
ing bust. Many appreciate you, admire you and love
you.

Remember that to be happy is not to have a sky
without a storm, a road without accidents, work with-
out fatigue, relationships without disappointments.

To be happy is to find strength in forgiveness,
hope in battles, security in the stage of fear, love in
discord. It is not only to enjoy the smile, but also to
reflect on the sadness. It is not only to celebrate the
successes, but to learn lessons from the failures. It is
not only to feel happy with the applause, but to be

happy in anonymity.

Being happy is not a fatality of destiny, but an
achievement for those who can travel within them-
selves. To be happy is to stop feeling like a victim
and become your destiny's author. It is to cross
deserts, yet to be able to find an oasis in the depths of
our soul. It is to thank God for every morning, for the
miracle of life.

Being happy is not being afraid of your own
feelings. It's to be able to talk about you. It is having
the courage to hear a "no". It is confidence in the face
of criticism, even when unjustified. It is to kiss your
children, pamper your parents, to live poetic mo-
ments with friends, even when they hurt us.

To be happy is to let live the creature that lives
in each of us, free, joyful and simple.

It is to have maturity to be able to say: "I made
mistakes".

It is to have the courage to say "I am sorry".
It is to have the sensitivity to say, "I need you".

It is to have the ability to say "I love you".

May your life become a garden of opportunities
for happiness ...

That in spring may it be a lover of joy.
In winter a lover of wisdom.

And when you make a mistake, start
all over again.

For only then will you be in love with
life. You will find that to be happy is not to
have a perfect life. But use the tears to irri-
gate tolerance.

Use your losses to train patience.

Use your mistakes to sculptor serenity.

&

i T A 58 A O

Use pain to plaster pleasure.

Use obstacles to open windows of intelligence.

Never give up .... Never give up on people who
love you. Never give up on happiness, for life is an

incredible show.
|
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Dr. Oliver Brooks,ChiefMedicalOfficer,
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Jill Rosenthal

Jill Rosenthal,director of Public Health
Policy at the Center for American Progress
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Sophia Tan

Sophia Tan,Research Data Scientist, UC
San Francisco
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Child Mcn,l‘ll Health Chinese-Mandarin Healing Circle
Seminar
11:00AM-12:00PM
EVERY 3RD WEDNESDAY

OF THE MONTH
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Cannabis use disorder and its ill effects on Preparing mentally for

oung brains
Y 8 going back to school
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AUTISM SPECTRUM ONL e Tlbingichout onelieess (3

DISORDER

An in-depth clinical perspective

and homesickness
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1
Nep ldentifying emotions and

DEPRESSION Iy Pe ALy t]t—:;lli'ﬁj with therm

AND MOOD DISORDER RSoy 48148

Understanding depression and mood disorder %%%ﬁ, Erl'g

in children and teens A
Liscussing intimate
relationships and lave

Nep
In ALy
INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATIONPERSON
PLAN (IEP) & 504

Understanding the system and special
education accommodations like IEP and 504 BN IR WUBTPRREAE H2 TR -4

PHEERF: 3 ARz RN T E S

BYIG 2 R b Vi

Eventbrite Page
Asia Plaza
2999 Payne Avenue, Ste. 140 370 East Market Street
Cleveland, OH 44114 Akron, OH 44304
216-361-1223 234-312-3607

HERMRIE, REEZEDER
REEBPXITRUNA" IR BN
RIXRIERNERRAR

ISIA it

ASIAN SERVICES IN ACTION  jyrinsiamional com
HE
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11AM-3PM
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AVAILABLE IN
CANTONESE AND
MANDARIN!
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Appointment only

4 F 216-881-0330 —
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ASIAN SERVICES IN ACTION ASIA ICHC CLEVELAND
® ASIA PLAZA

o . 3631 Perkins Ave Ste 2A-W 2999 PAYNE AVE STE 140

& eltc Cleveland, OH 44114 CLEVELAND, OH 44114

(216) 361-1223
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CLEVELAND METROPOLITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT

:im%e,dewzc/c/az
CMSD’S NEXT CEO

The Cleveland Board of Education is
committed to engaging the community
in developing criteria for selection of the
next CEO of the Cleveland Metropolitan
School District.

CEO SEARCH COMMUNITY SURVEY
Opens January 12
Available in multiple

languages for

students, parents

& community

JOIN US FOR
COMMUNITY MEETINGS

Engage in the selection process with us in-person or

via Zoom at these scheduled community meetings:

ZOOM REGISTRATION
Tuesday, Jan. 17 Wednesday, Jan. 18 Thursday, Jan. 19

6:00 - 8:00 pm 6:00 - 8:00 pm 6:00 - 8:00 pm E E
East Professional Center Max S. Hayes High School John F. Kennedy High School -
1349 E 79th St 2211 W 65th St 15111 Miles Ave

Cleveland, OH 44103 Cleveland, OH 44102 Cleveland, OH 44128 E ¥

= Meals and child care provided at all meeting locations
« The Max Hayes meeting includes an exclusively-Spanish breakout room
= Sign language and simultaneous language translators provided at all locations

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SIGN UP FOR THE ZOOM MEETINGS, GO TO:
ClevelandMetroSchools.org/CEOSearch

‘( for information on these and other opportunities

to engage in the CEO search process!




