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Have a blessed New Year (2023)!
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May we do good with compassion
and bring blessings 1o all
May we conduct ourselves with
wisdom and pass on viftue
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OCA Greater Cleveland Documentary

Public Broacast

We are happy to announce the public broadcast premiere of
the OCAGC documentary “The History of Cleveland’s Chinatown
- An Oral History of Chinese Americans in Cleveland” Sunday,
February 19th at 12 noon on WKYC Channel 3 - Cleveland!

The film is a passion project of the filmmakers to tell the
150-year journey of Chinese-Americans, their struggles, their tri-
umphs, and the American dream in Northeast Ohio.

The documentary is presented by OCA Greater Cleveland,
with funding provided by the Cleveland Foundation ‘s Minority
Arts & Education Fund, Margaret W. Wong & Associates, and indi-
vidual donors.

The film will also be part of the CWRU's Faces of Chinatown
Exhibit on Feb 22 from 4:30pm - 7pm at the Kelvin Smith Library.
And if you watch it anytime throughout the month of February at
City of Cleveland TV20 (also in May). Finally, it will be available
in May with WVIZ/Ideastream.
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Nerw Priblic Brosdeast with:
City of Clavwland TVI0
Sunday, Fel 19 af 12pm - WKYC Chasined 3
Tuesday, Fob 22 4:30 - Tpm §§ CWRLU Kelvin Smith Library Faces of Chinatown Exhibit
Mary « WIVE | Ideastream

Culture 5"'-'?];5“.35'.‘?‘. -
"u-n?uu
1800 tr[izor- ISCH‘\ €ars
: Hackm

SEDF!ESC'"”':“ Exclusion Act
Chmese Americans
~Cleveland, Ohio

Lunar New Year - Historic

The Golden Years Are Here To Stay at
WJCU 88.7FM!

It’s the one time of year when we come to you and ask for
your support to keep, local independent, commercial-free college
radio and community programming like OCA Greater Cleveland
Asiatown Voice on the air.

As a non-commercial radio station, WJCU relies on dona-
tions from the community to keep the lights on. While donations
are welcome year-round, Radiothon is WJCU’s annual fundraiser
that helps fund the majority of our operating budget for the next
year.

During the ten days of Radiothon, you can call the station at
216-397-4438 or visit WICU.org to donate online.

Your donations certainly won’t go unappreciated! Here’s

what you can receive at each pledge level:
$25: WJCU Keychain or Tote Bag
$40: Merchant of the Day/DJ Special (call-in only)
$50: WICU Travel Mug or Shot Glass
$60: 2023 Radiothon T-Shirt
$80: WICU Beanie
$100: WICU Hoodie
Call 216-397-4438 or visit WJCU.org to pledge your support
TODAY!
Listen online at https://www.wjcu.org/Listen.

WJCURadiothon

First aired in February 2013, OCA Asiatown Voice 88.7FM is
on every Sunday from 7 to 8 a.m. to provide an inside look into the
Asian Pacific American community, culture, and events happening
in Northeast Ohio. OCA Asiatown Voice is volunteer-based and we
hope that you the listeners will enjoy our program and give your
support to WICU, this way we can continue to provide many voices
with many choices to you!

Support the Asian Pacific American
community by being a sponsor of the
Cleveland Asian Festival 2023!

Backed by the local pan-Asian ethnic organizations and asso-
ciations in addition to the City of Cleveland, City Cleveland Coun-
cil this event celebrates the #AAPI community, culture, traditions,
and foods while raising awareness and support to benefit the local
economy and programs and services in Cuyahoga County.

Visit ClevelandAsianFestival.org for details.

Volunteer at the 2023 Cleveland Asian Festival and be
part of the History!

We are looking for general volunteers or committee members
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to be part of the several tasks that will help make the festival a suc-
cess.

An open house invitation to participate is now available, join
us on Feb 26 at Spm for zoom participation to learn and see where
you can help the most.

Must register at this link to join.

For general volunteer information, visit the Volunteer Page at

the 2023 Cleveland Asian Festival

Join us at the Atlas Cinema Shaker Square on March 1-5 to
check out many talented short film works by local and na-
tional filmmakers.

On Friday 7:30pm, check out 5 short films from award win-
ning filmmaker Johnny Wu, Kill World Series. For more informa-
tion about this festival, click on image above.

Tickets for the 2023 Short. Sweet. Film Fest. are now on sale!
For the full schedule of over 200 films head over to our website:
https://www.shortsweetfilmfest.com/.../2023-festival.../

AUTHOR VISIT WITH THRITY UMRI-

GAR & COMMUNITY READ

Avon Lake Public Library, in partnership with Avon Lake
City Schools, is honored to present a month-long special program-
ming event inspired by the January 2022 Reese’s Book Club pick
book, Honor, by best-selling Indian-American journalist, critic, and
novelist, Thrity Umrigar.

Approximately a dozen programs and multiple displays will
be held and set up at the Library between March 1 and March 31,
2023. The highlight of this program will be on Thursday, March 30,
with two opportunities to hear Umrigar speak first at the Avon Lake
High School Performing Arts Center (PAC) and also at the Avon
Lake Public Library. As a part of this event, the Library is distribut-
ing 100 books beginning January 27 (while supplies last) to encour-
age reading, sharing, and engagement.

Get Your Tickets!
1pm Tickets
7pm Tickets

The Cleveland Cultural Gardens Federation is proud to once
again present a series of performances and activities starting this
Summer with music, dance, at the Centennial Plaza.

More information will be available soon. If you are interested
to help support of this wonderful summer series, please consider in
becoming a sponsor. For more information, please reach out to Lori
Ashyk at the Cleveland Cultural Gardens Federation.
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The 77th annual One World Day is happening on August
27th! Join us for a full day of fun activities, performances, and cul-
tural learning at the gardens! We are currently looking for sponsors
to help make this event bigger than before! Your support is needed.
For more information, visit Cleveland Cultural Gardens Federa-
tion's website.

A Banquet and Celebration of International Women’s Day

2023 =R Bl bR i3 X ek =

B A Date: EHf7< Saturday 3/11/2022
28 Place : EEZEfZR Li Wah Restaurant

ik Address : 2999 Payne Ave, Cleveland, OH 44114

£%418(11$35 Dinner Cost: $35 per person

5:00 #EEFFERTE B (Reception, Membership renewal)

5:45 3E%5,3<E (Remarks, Performances)
6:15 BRE %% (Dinner, Raffle)
7:00 kI OK (Karaoke)

RE

Reservation contact FEEJE A
Amy Lee 216-965-0669 Anna Li 216-832-9066

Please see attached as the Flyer in Chinese 3522ESHi {37588
Hosted by the Chinese Women Association of Cleveland

REXEPERUEES

(Menu): T4 ZE (beef soup), B&EMF (eggplant with garlic sauce),
#I/ESJE (braised tofu), HIESHR (salt-baked shrimp), {3 & (fish fillet with
vege), IHBAHE (Peking pork chops), Z#A4{FHI (honey pepper beef),
# (rice noodle), FH#wIUZ=E (green beans with garlic sauce).
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We have invited our board member Ms Jin Zhang to
provide some tips on 2022 tax return filing. Ms Zhang is a
licensed accountant CPA with years of experience in tax fil-
ing. Hope our CWAC members are benefited from this free
seminar. The seminar date and time is as follows:

Date : 2/18/2023 & 75 Saturday B _E 7:30 pm
Zoom ID: 983 770 8392
passcode: 857380
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EAST PALESTINE URGENT EVACUATION NOTICE

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—Following an
evening briefing regarding the train derailment in
East  Palestine, Governor DeWine and
Columbiana County officials are issuing an ur-
gent warning to those living within a mile of the
derailment. Within the last two hours, a drastic
temperature change has taken place in a rail car,

and there is now the potential of a catastrophic |

tanker failure which could cause an explosion |

with the potential of deadly shrapnel traveling up
to a mile.

Although teams are working to prevent an
explosion from happening, residents living within
a mile of the site are advised to immediately

leave the area. While most individuals in the

| DeWine activated the Ohio National

one-mile radius have already evacuated, local

& officials say that more than 500 people have de-

clined to leave their homes.

Those who have the means to leave
| are advised to immediately evacuate.
Those who need help evacuating the
area should call 330-426-4341. Accord-
ing to the Columbiana County Sheriff, §
those with children in their homes who [
decline to evacuate may be subject to g
arrest.

At approximately 8 p.m., Governor

Guard to deploy to the scene to assist lo-

cal authorities. The Ohio State Highway Patrol, O-
hio Emergency Management Agency, and Ohio
EPA are also assisting.

East Palestine Update: Evacuation Area Extended,
Controlled Release of Rail Car Contents

(EAST PALESTINE, Ohio)— Following
new modeling information conducted this morn-
ing by the Ohio National Guard and U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense, Ohio Governor Mike DeWine
and Pennsylvania Governor Josh Shapiro are or-
dering an immediate evacuation in a one-mile by
two-mile area surrounding East Palestine which
includes parts of both Ohio and Pennsylvania.

The vinyl chloride contents of five rail cars
are currently unstable and could potentially ex-
plode, causing deadly disbursement of shrapnel
and toxic fumes. To alleviate the risk of uncon-
trollable shrapnel from an explosion, Norfolk
Southern Railroad is planning a controlled release
of the vinyl chloride at approximately 3:30 p.m.
today.

According to Norfolk Southern Railroad,
the controlled release process involves the burning
of the rail cars' chemicals, which will release

fumes into the
air that can be
deadly if in-
haled. Based on
current weather
patterns and the
expected flow
of the smoke
and fumes, any-
one who re-
mains in the red
affected area is
facing grave
danger of death. Anyone who remains in the yel-
low impacted area is at a high risk of severe in-
jury, including skin burns and serious lung dam-
age.

In Ohio, the areas at risk include eastern East
Palestine, including Parker, South Pleasant, BFI

Access Road,
Taggart Street,
North Pleasant
Road, Failor
Road, and East
Martin, east of
Pleasant. Those
who need help
evacuating the
area should call
330-457-0733
or
330-457-2455.
According to the Columbiana County Sheriff,
those with children in their homes who decline to
evacuate may be subject to arrest.

In Pennsylvania, anyone needing
assistance should call the State Police
Beaver Station at 724-773-7400. Any-

one in the area in need of information regarding
the evacuation and shelter in place orders should
call Beaver County Emergency Services at
724-775-0880.

It is believed that most individuals have al-
ready left the impacted areas, but law enforcement
in both states are currently working to ensure that
all individuals have left the vicinity prior to the
controlled release. Depending on the exact amount
of material currently inside the rail cars, the rail-
road estimates that the controlled release of chem-
icals could burn for 1 to 3 hours. It is unknown
when residents will be able to return to their
homes but an announcement will be made when it
is safe to return.

(=, MIKE DEWINE
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Ohio Governor Mike DeWine Week in Review

Governor DeWine pointing out the evacuation zone during
a press conference to update residents on the derailment.

On Monday, Ohio Governor Mike DeWine traveled to East Pales-
tine to meet with local officials and emergency responders following
the derailment of a Norfolk Southern Railway train. Governor
DeWine activated the Ohio National Guard and sent personnel from
the Ohio State Highway Patrol to assist local authorities. Governor
DeWine conducted a press conference urging residents within a
I-mile by 2-mile area surrounding East Palestine to evacuate while
the railroad company conducted a controlled release of chemicals
from the rail cars.

Also on Monday, the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT)
announced applications for funding to develop and implement pro-
jects that enable and encourage children to safely walk or bike to
school are open.

ODOT’s Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program is funded at
$5 million annually, a $1 million increase from last year. It provides
funding for infrastructure improvements such as pedestrian and bi-
cycle crossing improvements, new or improved sidewalks, and bike
racks. It also helps fund non-infrastructure activities such as walk to
school days, bike rodeos, public awareness campaigns, and educa-
tional programs.

“Ensuring that Ohio children get to school safely by walking
and biking is just as important as ensuring safe travels in a school
bus or car,” said Governor Mike DeWine. “The additional funding
provided to this program will allow more communities and schools
to make routes between home and school safe, convenient, and ac-
cessible.”

Lastly on Monday, Governor DeWine released Ohio’s Compre-
hensive School Safety Framework that outlines recommended

|

For the week ending February 10, 2023

strategies that schools can use toward creating physically and emo-
tionally safe environments for students.

“There is nothing more important than the well-being of our
kids, and this framework outlines strategies that schools can imple-
ment to help ensure a safe learning environment and positive school
climate,” Governor DeWine said.

Governor DeWine at the new Franklin County Crisis Care
Center groundbreaking

Parental Notification Act [ 3

Anew proposal championed by L1 Governae

Jon Husbed that would require ceriain onling
companies (o obtasn verifiable parental consem
to contractual terms of senvioe before permitting
ity et the bge of 18 bo se their platfoims.

@it T

On Tuesday, Governor DeWine attended the groundbreaking for
the new Franklin County Crisis Care Center. In alignment with Gov-
ernor DeWine's mental health initiatives, the center is a community-
wide investment that will serve adults and their families with a full
array of services to support individuals with both mental health and
substance use disorders.

-t - ————fe——

On Wednesday, Lt. Governor Jon Husted rolled out his proposal
that would require certain online companies to obtain verifiable
parental consent to contractual terms of service before permitting

kids under the age of 16 to use their platforms.

You can find more information and a fact sheet here.

Also on Wednesday, Lt. Governor Husted attended the Dayton De-
velopment Coalition's (DDC) Annual Meeting where he received
the “Maureen Patterson Regional Leader Award,” which honors ex-
traordinary leaders in the community who advocate for the commu-
nity’ s economic health and growth.

Also on Wednesday, Lt. Governor Husted provided remarks at the
grand opening celebration for the Sierra Nevada Corporation’s new
hangar at the Dayton International Airport.

Governor DeWine receiving updates on the derailment before
announcing that residents could return home safely

Finally on Wednesday, Governor DeWine, Pennsylvania Governor
Josh Shapiro, East Palestine Fire Chief and Incident Commander
Keith Drabick, and local, state, and federal officials representing
both states announced that evacuated residents in and around East
Palestine could safely return home.

On Thursday, Lt. Governor Husted gave remarks at the Ohio As-
sociation for Career Technical Education and Ohio Association for
Career Technical Superintendents Legislative Seminar. During his
speech, he highlighted the Career Tech proposal in the executive
version of the state operating budget.

Also on Thursday, Lt. Governor Husted traveled to Mansfield to
meet with the Richland Area Chamber & Economic Development to
discuss items in the executive budget related to TechCred, the Com-
mon Sense Initiative (CSI), the All Ohio Future Fund, and more.
Lastly on Thursday, the Ohio Department of Development an-
nounced that $10 million in grant funding remains available to sup-

Funding is

still available
for minority- and women-
owned businesses!
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port minority- and women-owned Ohio businesses grow and expand
their operations.

The Women's Business Enterprise Loan Program and Ohio Mi-
cro- Loan Program are priority initiatives of the DeWine-Husted
Administration and were included in the 2022-2023 operating bud-
get, which was passed in by the Ohio General Assembly in June
2021.

On Friday, Lt. Governor Husted discussed his proposed Social Me-
dia Parental Notification Act with WSNY-94.7 FM.

"Social media companies are making billions from products that can
be very harmful to our kids, and we need to give parents more tools
to protect their children," he said.

Also on Friday, the Ohio Department of Education recognized Na-
tional School Counseling Week.

"With a role that supports students in so many ways, we thank
school counselors for elevating school communities as they encour-
age students to reach their God-given potential," Governor DeWine
said.
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ICC-WIN Program celebrating the

Asian New Year and its customs

by Attorney Joseph Meissner

A great program on the annual Asian New Year Festival
was held on Saturday February 11 at the Cuyahoga County Public
Library in Parma, Ohio. This was sponsored by the ICC-WIN or-
ganization (Intercultural Community Council and Worldwide In-
tercultural Network) under its president, Ken Kovach.

We had three great presenters under Moderator Kovach's
leadership. They were Jason Chao from the Chinese Community,
Ms. Gia Hoa Ryan from the Vietnamese Community, and Attor-
ney Joseph Meissner from the Friendship Foundation of Ameri-
can-Vietnamese.

President Kovach had developed an outstanding Power
point presentation about this Asian festival. "It covers," he sum-
marizes, " (1) the history of the Celebration, (2) customs, (3)
foods, and (4) greetings for the Asian and Vietnamese New Year's.
" Mr. Kovach offered this almost unknown fact. "By the way, for

"

Chinese this is the year of the RABBIT; for the Vietnamese, this is the
year of the CAT." The presenters at this event gave various explanations
for this difference. (Mr. Kovach's highly educational Power Point presen-
tation can be obtained from him by sending requests to ICC-WIN.)

Jason Chao explained how this festival is meant to celebrate the re-
union of families. People will travel across the globe in order to return to
their original homes and once again see their parents and all the relatives.
It is a time for great rejoicing which includes so many special foods such
as a special sticky rice and various cakes. "This is a time for rest and en-
joyment," he declared. "no work is to be done such as sweeping the floor
and cleaning the house. All of this is to be accomplished before the
New Year." He also detailed how parents present special red en-
velopes to the children, filled with new currency.

Ms. Ryan, wearing a beautiful Ao Dai or Vietnamese long
gown with a design in front showing the outline of the country of
Viet Nam, continued expanding upon Jason's comments. "That is
right about the currency or li xi custom,” she began. She
showed the bright red envelopes in which the new money is
hidden. The Vietnamese also have interesting customs for
this period which can last ten days. On the very first day,
the home welcomes some special guest who must be the
first one to cross the threshold in the New Year. The fam-
ily believes that such a special person will bring the
household good luck and prosperity throughout the up-
coming year.

She also recounted
how the Vietnamese have
their own special Tet
foods. One of these is
"Ban chung" which is a
special square rice cake. Inside the center
can be all sorts of goodies, like pork or
sweet bean paste. There is a companion
round rice cake. Some think the square cake
symbolizes males while the round one sym-
bolizes females.

Gia Ho stressed how the family is the
whole center of this Tet season and atten-
dance serves to strengthen the bonds of love

and friendship which may have been weakened by long periods of separa-
tion.

She also discussed the many special treats of fruits and candy and

sweets which are part of the celebration. She had brought a nice selection
of these in a large ceramic tray. She had long strings of coconut candy,
the tiny spicy ginger candies, and small sesame seed cookies. She passed
these around for people to sample and enjoy.

Finally she emphasized how the Tet Season brings the family to-

gether and children learn about the culture of Vietnam while honoring
their own older relatives.
Year was a time for ending old feuds and rebuilding friendships among
all.

Both she and Jason discussed how the New

Attorney Joseph Meissner, who served in Vietnam war and has re- *
turned to that beautiful country some 35 times on humanitarian missions
with the Friendship Foundation of American-Vietnamese which was
founded in 1993 by Ms. Ryan, offered a serious note to the discussions.

'These holidays celebrations have often crossed over into history as im-

portant occasions," he began. "Some of these include the famous truce at
Christmas in WW I when German and Allied soldiers
fighting and sang Christmas Carols to each other, played soccer together, ¥ ¢
and even exchanges gifts such as tobacco and food.

stopped their

He then explained how holiday seasons have actually been used as a

camouflage to fool enemy forces. "The Germans used the holiday sea-
son as a cover for the Battle of the Bulge in which they sought to
break out of Allied encirclement. One of the most serious of such ef-
forts was the Tet Offensive in 1968. There had been an unwritten cus-
tom that both sides during the annual Tet period would refrain from
offensive military actions and allow many of their troops to go home
to their families to enjoy reunions. In 1968, there Communists even
urged the South Vietnamese government to allow even more troops
time off. The Communists used this time in order to smuggle their
weapons and soldiers into many civilian areas and cities. Then on the
night of January 31 and day of February 1 they launched devastating
surprise attacks all over Vietnam. They hoped to provoke a gener-
al uprising among the people against the government. But South
Vietnamese soldiers although surprised by Communist treachery
£ and the first day of the fighting, returned to their units and ral-
lied. Although there were 10,000 friendly casualties, the Com-
munists lost over 40,000 of their troops. Also the Southern
VC forces were decimated since the North Communists
sent them into the battle first. 75% of the casualties were
southern Communist soldiers. Finally, there was no gen-
eral uprising since while many South Vietnamese may
not have liked the war, they did not want to live under
Communist rule.
Then Meissner summed up. "Up to this time many
- Allied leaders believed that the were winning the war.
But the Tet Offensive although a tremendous Communist
defeat, because of the surprise and devastation, people
~ came to believe that the war was a stalemate and Allied
leaders looked to negotiations. Why is this events rele-
vant today? Remember at Christmas last year, the Rus-

sians proposed a truce. The Ukrainians leery of Russian trickery did
not go along with that. Perhaps they took a lesson from the 1968
Communist strategy of misusing a holiday season.

Moderator Ken Kovach concluded this event. He thanked the
three presenters, and called for a round of applause from the audience.
"This successful event will be followed by more such ICC-Win activi-
ties," he promised. "I invite all of you to attend, enjoy and learn as we
celebrate all of our great cultures and traditions. "Happy New Year,"
" Chuc Mung Nam Moi" which translates in Vietnamese as "Happy
New Year," and "Gong hei fat choy" (7§ &-4$7), which is Cantonese
Chinese for "Wishing you happiness and prosperity."

"See you again," Kovach thanked all for attending.
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Akron STEM

chance to relive it again, I would.

-Elaine Zhu (5 $&)Akron STEM 8th
Grade Student

COVID—19 has re—

stricted our fun and traditions for Lunar New

In recent years,

Year, as well as many other things. This year
was the first big celebration we’ve had in the
last 4 years, and it went very well. As a
school, NIHF STEM celebrated Lunar New
Year with a sneak peek at all the perfor—
mances that would be performed by STEM

As the only Chinese student in STEM students at the Akron Civic Theater. I was a

Middle School, I feel included and grateful

part of multiple performances, including Taiji,
for the celebration of the Lunar New Year

the dragon dance, the fashion show, and in—

and how much recognition it gained. The troducing other events. Everyone loved see—

performances were fantastic! I was also a part ing all the traditional dances and had so much

of four performances for the event: Umbrella fun on that day. The next day everyone pre—

Dance, Taji Dance, Fashion Showcase, and a pared for the Civic Theater celebration. It

presentation about the Lunar New Year. I was a blast. Getting to be backstage, and see

spent a lot of time practicing and rehearsing o everything worked, was a perfect envi—

with my friends, but T knew my hard work ;e as 1 myself am a STEM learner. The

would pay off in the end. It was entertaining, people were so kind, and when it came to the

and I enjoyed my time there; if I ever had a .1 performances, everyone had a blast.
The theater was full of
many different people,
and the performance was
thoroughly enjoyed with
a round of applause after

each performance. It was
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the best middle school experience I think I’
ve had, and I will remember it the rest of my
life. Although Lunar New Year celebrations
are over, and everything has ended, HHFL

—Sunum Habila (#t I ) Akron
STEM 8th Grade Student

“We had two celebrations, one for my
school and one for the civic theater. For both
of the celebrations my friend and I were
MC’s. He and I were on our own introduc—
ing performances and presentations at school,
and we were accompanied by Elaine Tso to
MC at the civic theater. During the celebra—
tions, I had multiple outfits to change into,
with limited time between each performance
to do so. I was a part of the umbrella dance,
taiji, the fashion show, while also helping
host. A lot of my friends were also in perfor—
mances, and I thank them all very much for
helping me with each outfit change. It was a
very busy two days but it was so fun being a
part of something that holds so much mean—
ing in Chinese culture, and being able to
make long lasting memories with my friends
while doing it. It was a really great experience
and, if given the chance, I would love to do it
again.”

—Gabrielle Burgan
STEM 8th Grade Student
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U.S. Department of Education Announces First—-Ever Augustus F. Hawkins
Centers of Excellence Program Grants to Strengthen Teachers of Color
Pipeline and Address Teacher Shortage

Today, the U.S. Department of Education
(Department) announced first-ever awards, total-
ing over $18 million, for the Augustus F. Hawkins
Centers of Excellence Program grants to increase
high-quality teacher preparation programs for
teachers of color, strengthen the diversity of our
teacher pipeline, and address teacher shortages.

The Augustus F. Hawkins Centers of Excel-
lence Program (Hawkins Program), named for
Augustus F. Hawkins, the first Black politician
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from
west of the Mississippi River, supports compre-
hensive, high-quality teacher preparation pro-
grams at Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities (HBCUs), Tribally Controlled Colleges and
Universities (TCCUs), and Minority Serving Insti-
tutions (MSIs). A priority in President Biden’s
FY 22 budget proposal, this year marks the first
time the Hawkins Program has received funding
since its creation in 2008. In the 2022 omnibus,
Congress appropriated $8 million for the grants
under Part B of Title VIII, and the Department
redirected an additional $10 million to bring the
total for the Hawkins Program to over $18 mil-
lion.

“Thanks to President Biden’s leadership, I’
m incredibly proud to announce the first-ever
Hawkins Centers of Excellence Program grants,
which will help Historically Black Colleges and
Universities, Tribally Controlled Colleges and U-
niversities, and Minority-Serving Institutions re-
cruit and prepare a new generation of diverse and
talented individuals into the teaching profession,”
said U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona.
“Today, more than half of our learners nationwide
are students of color, and yet fewer than 1 in 5 ed-
ucators come from communities of color. I’ 1l nev-
er forget the impact that my first teacher of color
had on me as a student, and my experience tracks
closely with years of research suggesting the pro-
found, positive influence that educators of color
have on students of all backgrounds."

Recently, Secretary Cardona laid out his vi-
sion to promote academic excellence, improve
learning conditions, and prepare our students for a
world where global engagement is critical to our
nation’s standing. A key focus in his “Raise the
Bar” agenda is to boldly strengthen the teacher
pipeline to eliminate the educator shortage for ev-
ery school. Across the country, school districts -

particularly in underserved communities — are
working to address longstanding educator short-
ages which have been exacerbated by the pandem-
ic. As of October 2022, 27 percent of public
schools had multiple teaching vacancies. These
shortages were particularly acute for schools in
high-poverty neighborhoods and schools with
large portions of students of color where more
than half of schools had multiple teaching vacan-
cies (57 percent and 60 percent, respectively).

The Hawkins Program builds on the Depart-
ment’s efforts to strengthen and diversify the
teacher pipeline, especially as states and districts
work to meet their staffing needs.

HBCUs, TCCUs, and MSIs are uniquely po-
sitioned to recruit, prepare, and place teachers
who will provide culturally and linguistically re-
sponsive teaching in underserved schools.
Grantees were selected based on their focus on
key aspects of a high-quality teacher preparation
pipeline, including evidence-based, comprehen-
sive teacher preparation that emphasize classroom
experience and mentorship.

Today’s teacher workforce does not reflect
the demographics of the nation’s public school

students. More than 50% of public school students
are students of color, yet in 2017-18, the most re-
cent year of available data, roughly 25% of teach-
ers were teachers of color. And while English
learners (ELs) are the fastest growing public
school student demographic, comprising more
than 10% of America’s enrollment, most states
face a shortage of bilingual and multilingual
teachers prepared and certified for language in-
struction or to teach ELs. These roles are critical
for ensuring Americans can compete in the in-
creasingly globalized economy, guaranteeing e-
qual access to education opportunity for ELs, and
creating a strong economy in which all Americans
can thrive. Through their applications, all 12
grantees met a competitive priority by proposing
projects designed to .

increase the number
of  well-prepared
teachers from di-
verse backgrounds,
as well as bilingual
and  multilingual
teachers with full
certification.
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TALK ABOUT

AUTISM SPECTRUM
DISORDER

Feb. 15th, 2023 11:00AM-12:00PM
English Online

Let’s talk about Autism Spectrum Disorder from a
clinical perspective.

DEPRESSION
AND MOOD DISORDER

Mar. 15th, 2023 11:00AM-12:00PM
Nepali In-person

Understanding depression and mood disorder in
children and teens

Presented by
Dr. Priya Shrestha, Psychiatrist

gal wd, ardhw Rwarard s« 1@y
(330) 676-2545 AT @1
mbiswa@asiaohio.org

(f) @) (©) easiachio
MEZBEREFEFG?

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR
SENIOR BENEFITS?

@ asiachio.org

Healthcare benefits (E57137!)

Basic income support (E7sUf
25 )

Food assistance (fR&1EEh)

A TR] LABERERIE!
%17 (216) 881-0330

a 3631 Perkins Ave Ste 2A-W
Cleveland, OH 44114

ASiA
ZiSIA ICHC
ASLAM SERVICEY 16 ACTION  quTERMATICHAL COMMEITTY
WAL T CRNTIE

Get vaccinated today

ZISIA ICHC

VN I IONAL COMMURTY

2023 w3 ¥ 8 i 7 @0 28
Chinese-Mandarin Healing Circle

H BR11LA4) B -APRYEA F4-55 ESTH AN R
LR 220 TT, ZoomZ S RIS TERE LA

1813H
I'ﬂ? . BRSSE

Preparing mentally for

zﬁ 10 E _ going back to school
AN £ R o
Talking about loneliness h

and homesickness

. 3A10H
& | ARSI
- - ¢ Identifying emotions and
4EME & " r | dealing with them

Discussing intimate ']_ B
relationships and love

EffA:  BRAE PUGPSHERY: tha CIeg i Larss:
Erfis: FAE AN TS
EENth MRz et T

EdemE
o G SESRMEE ichc-outreach, XEESENES

: B R BT AU R B B
[E]* e i ixmim pmE SRS

Clll to schedule nwtﬂﬂlnnndnl
- Akron: 1{234) 300-3400
Chul‘-lml 1(216) 361-1223

484 COVID-19 BEHAME!
COVID-19 Vaccines & Boosters
available!

SEEHI”
Every Tuesday
XRIPFRZ9F _E7]

Walk-ins and appointments
welcome

7ZISIA 1ICHC

ASIAN SERVICES IN ACTION  INTERMATIONAL COMMUNITY
HEALTH CENTER

bt

2999 Payne Ave Ste 140
Cleveland, OH 44114
(216) 361-1223
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Hhiit .601 Lakeside Ave E, Cleveland, OH 44114

My name is Ying Pu. Since 1991 | have
! followed my dream in the United States. |
& love this country for its education, freedom
and peace. Also, here | have realized my
dream of becoming a publisher.

Since 2020, the world has changed.
Covid —19 and the horrific earthquake in
Turkey and Syria makes me realize that while we cannot pre-
vent such natural disasters, war is preventable. Amidst the on-
going conflict and devastating earthquake, | feel like life is turn-
ing back. The many advances made by civilization, from tech-
nology and medicine to material comforts can be wiped out in
an instant. The loss of life is the most painful and these two
neighbors now share an overwhelming grief.

The United States has attracted immigrants from all over
the world, with a dream of building a beautiful homeland. We
don’t know what will happen tomorrow, but we must live today.
Each of us should take care of the earth as we take care of our

own heart. !I:#igiﬁ%ﬁ:?:_%'
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