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You may not have to go to Cleveland Court
Because of COVID-19, there are different ways to take;s)
care of legal matters. Visit www.cmcoh.org to get options for
tickets (traffic/ parking/ waste collection)
Also see details about small claims (less than $6,000) or
civil weddings.
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A FULL SERVICE PROFESSIONAL VIOLIN SHOP
WIDE SELECTION OF NEW AND VINTAGE INSTRUMENTS AND BOWS
REPAIR, RESTORATION, ADJUSTMENTS, FREE VERBAL APPRAISAL
SAME DAY REHAIRS BY APPOINTMENT
VIOLINS, VIOLAS, CELLOS, BASSES

CALL Us: 216.932.9310
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Election Day is Tuesday:
What you need to know about

Ohio Issues 1 and 2
Haley BeMiller

In Ohio on Tuesday, voters will determine
the future of two hot-button social issues - abor-
tion and marijuana.

Voters will decide Nov. 7 whether to ap-
prove Issue 1 and Issue 2, along with a range of
other local races and levies. Issue 1 would en-
shrine the right to an abortion and other repro-
ductive health care in the state constitution. Is-
sue 2 is an initiated statute that would legalize
recreational marijuana for adults 21 and older.

Both are complex in their own ways, so
here are some answers to common questions
about each measure.

What is Ohio Issue 1?

Issue 1 would enshrine in the state constitu-

tion the right to an abortion up until viability,

which is when a fetus can survive outside the
uterus with reasonable measures. It also states
that there's a right to access contraception, mis-
carriage care, fertility treatment and continuing a
pregnancy.

How does Ohio Issue 1 compare to Roe
v. Wade?

Both Issue 1 and the U.S. Supreme Court
decision in Roe v. Wade use viability to dictate
when most abortions are allowed. And they each
allow abortions later in pregnancy ? or post-via-
bility ? to protect the patient's life or health.

Would Ohio Issue 1 let minors get
abortions without parental consent?

Critics say so, because the measure uses the
term "individual" or "pregnant patient" instead
of "woman." Supporters say they chose that
word to be inclusive of transgender and nonbi-
nary people. The amendment itself does not ex-
pressly mention parental consent.

Ohio currently requires minors to get their
parents' approval, and judges will ultimately de-
cide if that law violates the amendment, should
it pass. Legal experts are mixed on how this
could turn out. Children generally have fewer
rights than adults, and some attorneys don't ex-
pect a Republican-leaning state Supreme Court
to greatly expand those rights.

Attorney General Dave Yost's office, on the
other hand, said "there is no guarantee that O-
hio’s parental-consent law will remain in effect.

More:Ohio Issue 1: What do different reli-
gions say about abortion?

Would Ohio Issue 1 allow abortions up
until birth?

This is another talking point among the is-
sue's opponents. Under the proposal, abortions
after viability would be allowed to save the
pregnant patient's life or health. That decision
would be made by the person's doctor.

That means abortions later in pregnancy
could happen, although they're extremely rare in
Ohio and nationwide. Proponents of Issue 1 say
abortions later in pregnancy occur only under
difficult, potentially life-threatening circum-
stances and don't happen on a whim.

What is Ohio Issue 2?

The proposed law would allow Ohioans
age 21 and older to possess 2.5 ounces of
cannabis in any form except extract and 15
grams of extract. They could also grow up to six
plants individually and no more than 12 in a
household with multiple adults.

Products would be taxed 10% on top of O-
hio's sales tax. The revenue would go toward a
cannabis social equity and jobs program, munic-
ipalities with dispensaries, a state fund to com-
bat substance abuse and administrative costs.

Could you smoke in public if Ohio Issue
2 passes?

That's a little murky at this point. Under the
proposal, using marijuana in "public areas"
would land someone with a minor misdemeanor.
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But it also says property owners and "any public
place" could decide for themselves whether to
allow or ban marijuana use.

Does Ohio Issue 2 expunge marijuana
convictions?

No. While other states automatically ex-
punged certain arrests or convictions as part of
their adult-use marijuana programs, Ohio's pro-
posal does not include that.

Instead, it establishes the social equity pro-
gram to help business owners who are dispro-
portionately affected by the enforcement of mar-
ijjuana laws. This would include people who are
disadvantaged based on their race, gender, cth-
nicity or economic status. People with marijuana
arrests or convictions on their record ? or with a
parent, child or spouse who has one ? would al-
so qualify.

Will the Legislature repeal Ohio Issue 2?

Since Issue 2 is an initiated statute, law-
makers are free to change or toss out the version
that voters approve. But even though GOP lead-
ers disapprove of recreational marijuana, a total
repeal seems unlikely. They may instead look at
the revenue distribution or impose additional re-
quirements.

A quick side note: If Issue 2 passes, the Di-
vision of Cannabis Control will hash out specific
program rules within the parameters of the new
law.

How to vote early in—person in Ohio

Absentee ballots can be cast in-person at
local board of elections offices or the county's
designated early voting center.

All locations have the same hours:
*Nov. 1-3: 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
*Nov. 4: § am. to 4 p.m.
*Nov. 5: 1 pm.to5p.m.

What is Ohio’s voter ID law?

A new state law no longer allows voters to
use utility bills and other documents as identifi-
cation to receive a ballot.

Now, a photo ID is required for in-person
voting, either on Election Day or during the ear-
ly voting period. To cast a ballot by mail, voters
must provide a copy of their photo ID, driver's
license number or the last four digits of their So-
cial Security number.

Free state IDs are available to residents at
local Bureau of Motor Vehicles deputy registrar
locations. More information can be found at
bmv.ohio.gov.

When is the November election in Ohio?

Polls open Tuesday, Nov. 7 at 6:30 a.m.
and close at 7:30 p.m. To check your polling lo-
cation, view a sample ballot and more, visit vo-
teohio.gov.

USA TODAY Network Ohio Bureau re-
porter Jessie Balmert contributed.

Haley BeMiller is a reporter for the USA
TODAY Network Ohio Bureau, which serves
the Columbus Dispatch, Cincinnati Enquirer,
Akron Beacon Journal and 18 other affiliated
news organizations across Ohio.



Ohio Governor Mike DeWine Week in Review
For the week ending November 10, 2023

Monday, November 6, 2023

Ohio Lt. Governor Jon Husted provided re-
marks at the unveiling of the Sinclair Community
College Aviation Maintenance Training Facility at
the Dayton International Airport.

This cutting-edge facility marks a signifi-
cant milestone in the college's commitment to
aerospace education and workforce development.

X LALDS
Small Communities,
Big Impact

A Plan for Appalachia
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A

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, Lt. Governor
Husted, and Ohio Department of Development Di-
rector Lydia Mihalik announced that approximate-
ly $420 million in grant funding is now available
to help positively transform Ohio’s 32-county Ap-
palachian region.

The Ohio Department of Development be-
gan accepting applications for the second round of
the Appalachian Community Grant Program on
Monday morning. The program will fund projects
that revitalize downtowns, enhance quality of life,
and help rebuild local economies.

“Ohio’s Appalachian region has so much to
offer - from a willing workforce to historic
downtowns and breathtaking natural wonders,”
said Governor DeWine. “Funding from this pro-
gram will help positively transform Appalachia
and impact those living there for generations to
come.”

“This targeted investment will help bring
transformative change to our Appalachian com-
munities,” said Lt. Governor Husted. “Improve-
ments to downtown areas, along with enhancing
the local education and workforce systems, will
help prepare the entire region for a successful fu-
ture.”

Tuesday, November 7, 2023

Governor DeWine, Lt. Governor Husted,
and Ohio Department of Development Director
Mihalik announced details for the $125 million In-
novation Hubs Program in Ohio. The program will
capitalize on communities’ existing industry and
research strengths to build a sustainable talent
pipeline and commercialize new products and
technologies.

Innovation hubs are industry-focused e-
cosystems of researchers, entrepreneurs, and pub-
lic and private partners who work together to cre-
ate and develop innovative solutions and products.
Aimed at small- and medium-sized Ohio cities,
the hubs will create jobs, increase STEM talent,
and attract research funding and outside capital in-
vestment.

"This is an opportunity for all regions to
capitalize on the innovations in their communities

and be part of the big-picture strategy for growing
Ohio's economy," said Governor DeWine. "With
this program, we're investing in Ohio's long-term
future and enabling the success we've seen through
our innovation districts in Columbus, Cincinnati,
and Cleveland to be realized across the state."

"We currently have three thriving Innovation
Districts in Cleveland, Columbus, and Cincinnati.
This new round of funding for Innovation Hubs
will empower other regions across Ohio to lever-
age their world-class assets, recruit and create
STEM talent, and attract private investments,”
said Lt. Governor Husted. “These hubs establish a
local ecosystem that serves as a magnet for both
investments and talent, enabling more parts of O-
hio to compete on a global scale for jobs and fu-
ture prosperity, diversifying our economy and en-
suring that our children and grandchildren will
have plenty of opportunities right here at home."
Wednesday, November 8, 2023

Lt. Governor Husted gave remarks during the

Ohio Manufacturers' Association's Annual Work-
force Summit in Westerville.

“If we want people to work in manufactur-
ing, we need to make it a career pathway not just a
job — that there is a pathway for them to start en-
try-level and eventually be CEO," said Lt. Gover-
nor Husted.

FRESH RILLART
overnol-DeWine Launches Healthy X

Empowering Older Ohioans to Maintain
Health and Independence

LR
Program,

Governor DeWine and Ohio Department of
Aging (ODA) Director Ursel J. McElroy an-
nounced the launch of a new grant program de-
signed to empower Ohioans to thrive as they age.
Administered by ODA, Ohio’s new Healthy Ag-
ing Grants program is providing $40 million in
support of local aging services focused on helping
Ohioans age 60 and older stay healthy, live longer,
and maintain their independence.

“Ohioans want to live well as they grow old-
er. They want to live in their homes, around their
family and close friends, while remaining vibrant
and active contributors to their communities,” said
Governor DeWine. “The local programs strength-
ened by our new Healthy Aging Grants will make
this level of vitality and autonomy possible for
more older adults across our state and is key to
achieving our vision of making Ohio the best
place to age in the nation.”

Lt. Governor Husted participated in a
roundtable discussion and tour at Vantage Career
Center in Van Wert. The school received a

$1,229,175 grant through the Career Technical
Construction Programthat will help them expand
their construction equipment technology and crim-
inal justice programs to serve 57 additional stu-
dents.

The Ohio Department of Development an-
nounced internet service providers may now apply
for a share of the $77.5 million available in round
two of the Ohio Residential Broadband Expansion
Grant (ORBEG) program that helps bring afford-
able, high-speed internet to more of Ohio’s un-
served and underserved areas.

“We’re committed to giving all Ohioans
high-speed internet access,” said Governor
DeWine. “The projects created through this
groundbreaking program will greatly expand the
digital resources that make a tangible difference
for those who live in rural and underserved com-
munities.”

“You can’t be part of the modern economy
without access to reliable, affordable internet ac-
cess, “ said Lt. Governor Husted. “It takes both
public and private investment to get as many O-
hioans as possible that connectivity and this grant
program will help close the funding gap.”
Thursday, November 9, 2023

Where to See Ohio's
Total Solar Eclips

With just six months until Ohio’s highly-an-
ticipated total solar eclipse, TourismOhio is en-
couraging residents and visitors to start planning
now by offering out-of-this-world inspiration to
make memories that will last a lifetime.

“Next year, we anticipate that thousands of
visitors will come to Ohio to join our residents in
having a front-row seat to the solar eclipse,” said
Governor DeWine. “The solar eclipse is sure to be
an educational and memorable experience, and O-
hio will be ready to host visitors with a wide vari-
ety of activities, dining, and entertainment op-
tions.”

Governor DeWine with the inductees of the
Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame class of 2023
Governor DeWine attended the Ohio Veter-

ans Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony to recog-
nize 20 inductees who have honorably served their
country through military service and have contin-
ued to serve and inspire with their deeds and ac-
complishments throughout their lifetime.

Governor DeWine announced that he will
nominate Stephen D. Dackin as director of the De-
partment of Education and Workforce. Governor
DeWine also announced that Lori Criss will leave
as director of the Ohio Department of Mental
Health & Addiction Services (OMHAS) to pursue
a new career opportunity at The Ohio State Uni-
versity.

“Steve Dackin has a broad base of experi-
ence that will benefit Ohio’s continued efforts to
create a transformative education system that pro-
vides the resources and support for students and
serves as a pipeline of talented young people to O-
hio employers, colleges, universities, and career
and technical education centers, helping every O-
hioan live up to their God-given potential,” said
Governor DeWine. “I look forward to working
with Steve in this new role once confirmed by the
Ohio Senate.

“I am also grateful for Director Criss’s lead-
ership as she has pursued my vision of building a
world-class behavioral healthcare system in O-
hio,” said Governor Mike DeWine.  “Lori has
been an advocate for lifesaving prevention and
treatment services, including expanding medica-
tion access and telehealth, reducing overdose
deaths through naloxone availability, and launch-
ing the Ohio Careline and 988 to give Ohioans im-
mediate access to help.”

Governor DeWine, Lt. Governor Husted, and
Ohio Department of Development Director Miha-
lik announced the launch of a new program to help
alleviate the cost of Commercial Driver’s License
training for Ohio employers.

The Commercial Driver’s License (CDL)
Training Program will provide $3 million in tax
credits to Ohio employers to support the upskilling
of current and future employers in today’s
high-demand economy.

“Ohio is a state that makes things, and com-
mercial drivers are essential to getting our prod-
ucts from here to there,” said Governor DeWine.
“This program takes a major step toward a more
competitive, skilled, and agile workforce in Ohio
that is poised to lead the future of manufacturing
and trucking.”

“By supporting individuals through tax cred-
its for CDL training, we're not just helping busi-
nesses, we're helping truck and bus drivers and
taking another positive step to attract people to a
profession that is in desperate need of drivers,”
said Lt. Governor Husted. “It's a strategic move
that benefits everyone — employers, workers, and
the state's economy."

Friday, November 10, 2023

In observance of Veterans Day, all state of-
fices will be closed on Friday, Nov. 10. Veterans
Day is on Saturday, Nov 11.

Governor DeWine thanks Ohio veterans for
the sacrifices they made protecting our country.

First Lady Fran DeWine
attends the 10th Anniver—
sary Celebration of the
Greene County Imagina—
tion Library Program
First Lady Fran DeWine celebrates
Greene County’s 10 year Imagination
Library anniversary

(CEDARVILLE, Ohio) — Ohio
First Lady Fran DeWine celebrated the
10th Anniversary of Greene County’s
Imagination Library Program this morn-
ing with hundreds of Greene County
families currently receiving free books in
the program.

“It’s wonderful that the Greene
County Public Library has supported and
promoted Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library for a decade, helping thousands ==
of Ohio families over the years,” said
First Lady DeWine. “I’m grateful that
Greene County continues to support ear-
ly childhood literacy and be a leader for
other county Imagination Library pro-
grams around Ohio.”

Since 2013, nearly 600,000 Imagination Li-
brary books have been mailed to children in

Greene County. The Greene County Public Li-
brary Foundation is the local program partner that
administers the program, builds local partnerships,

Lady DeWine
Karl
comed hundreds

First Lady Fran DeWine Celebrates Greene County’s
10 Year Imagination Library Anniversary

and raises funds to cover half of the monthly
book bill. The other half of the book cost is
paid for by Dolly Parton’s Imagination Li-
brary of Ohio. A similar kind of local and
state partnership happens across Ohio, help-
ing to ensure that the Imagination Library
program remains free to all families who en-
roll.

“We were honored to have Ohio First
Lady DeWine join us to celebrate the fami-
lies of Greene County who have made such
an impact on children’s literacy in our com-
munities,” said Karl Cold n, Executive Di-
rector of the Greene County Public Library.
“Through her vision and dedication, we’ve
been able to share this model of success
across the state and the nation.”

At today’s
celebration, First
and
wel-

of

Col6 n

Greene County residents whose chil-
dren are currently participating in Dol-
ly Parton’s Imagination Library in
Greene County.

Additionally, First Lady DeWine
read “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle
to children and their families during the celebra-
tion.

The Imagination Library in Greene County
first became available county-wide in November
2013. Currently, 64% of eligible children (5,936)
in Greene County are enrolled in Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library of Ohio.

Statewide, over 59% of eligible children
(393,991) are enrolled in Dolly Parton’s Imagina-
tion Library of Ohio, each receiving a high quali-
ty, age-appropriate book every month in the mail.
Any child from birth to age five can enroll in the
program at no cost to their family.

To learn more about Dolly Parton’s Imagi-
nation Library of Ohio or to enroll a child, visit O-
hiolmaginationLibrary.org.

% MIKE DEWINE

GOVERNOR GF QHID
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For One Adoptee, Xi—Biden Meeting at APEC is
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For One Adoptee, Xi—Biden

Meeting at APEC is ‘Personal’
ByJustin Ma Nov 13, 2023

For one young adoptee, this week's APEC
conference offers the chance to call attention to
the ongoing suspension of international adoptions
between the US and China.

Image: US President Joe Biden and Chinese
leader Xi Jinping are expected to meet on the side-
lines of this week’s APEC conference in San
Francisco. (Image via?Rawpixel)

For months, I’ve anticipated leaders from
around the world - and specifically my own
birthplace, China - converging on San Francisco

for the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit.
For me, there is a very personal side to this gather-
ing, one that reveals the human stories behind inter-
national relations.

I was adopted and brought to the United States
at the age of 11 months, a few years after interna-
tional adoptions had reached their peak in 2004.
They have since plummeted.

From 1999 to 2016, over 72,000 Chinese chil-
dren found their way into the hearts and homes of
US parents. Even my own adoption must have ap-
peared relatively straightforward compared to my
younger sister who was adopted just a few years lat-
er, when it became significantly more difficult to
meet eligibility requirements.

Today, the situation is even worse, and the real-
ity is that the door to international adoptions, espe-
cially from China, remains shut.

According to the US State Department, inter-
country adoptions between the People’s Republic of
China and the United States?remain in a state of sus-
pension. Against the backdrop of heightened ten-

=55
‘Personal’

greater challenges finding loving and supportive
families in the future or never find them at all.

That’s why from a young age, I’ ve been
involved in volunteer work with children await-
ing adoption as a way of expressing gratitude for
the care I received before embarking on my
journey to my “forever” family. Through this
experience, 1’ ve had the privilege of witnessing
the potential within these children, reminding
me of the hidden strength I once discovered
within myself.

Like all things, the history of international
adoptions is complex. But with an anticipated
meeting between US President Joe Biden and
Chinese President Xi Jinping during the APEC
summit, the question of international adoptions
is an avenue for dialogue where the two coun-
tries might find some common ground.

The love for children and their families is
universal, transcending borders and geopolitical
boundaries. For me, personally, being an
adoptee has instilled in me a drive to make the
most of every moment, pushing me to learn,
grow, seize opportunities, and take pride in my
dual Chinese and American background.

My hope is that the global leaders conven-
ing at APEC will find ways to break down bor-
ders and assist orphans in finding loving fami-
lies. I’ m fortunate to have been given the oppor-
tunity to attend the summit as a volunteer with
the Asia Society Northern California.

Attending the conference holds signifi-
cance for me as it provides an opportunity to
deepen my understanding of US-China relations
and have my voice heard by lawmakers and offi-
cials from both nations.

But I also want to get out the message that
behind all of the policy, ultimately, there’s a re-
al human side as adoptees, like me, hang in the
balance of it all. In sharing my story and advo-
cating for adoptees, I hope to inspire collective
action and support for initiatives that ensure ev-
ery child, regardless of borders, finds the loving
“forever” family they deserve.

Justin Ma is a high school junior. He
will be attending this year’s APEC conference

sions between these two global superpowers, I'm
concerned that children, like me, may face even

in San Francisco as a volunteer with the Asia
Society Northern California.
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President Joseph R. Biden
The White House
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Washington, D.C.

President Xi Jinping

In Care of the Embassy of the
People’s Republic of China

Washington, D.C.
November 9, 2023

Dear President Biden
and President Xi,

As the date of your expected personal
meeting in San Francisco approaches, we
write to express our sincere hopes for a cor-
dial and productive discussion, and deep con-
cerns over current trends in Sino-American
relations.

After decades of comprehensive expan-
sion of mutually beneficial relations - de-
spite moments of friction - between the U-
nited States and China, our bilateral relations
have severely deteriorated in recent years, and
your two countries now appear to be follow-
ing a path that could lead to conflict and con-
frontation that is in neither country’s inter-

Fﬂsren'ng Goodyiy
Between
America & Chipy

ests.

When you meet in San Francisco, we re-
spectfully urge you to make clear, both in private
and publicly, your shared commitment to the sus-
tained reduction of dangerous frictions in bilater-
al relations, and to energetic Sino-American co-
operation on issues central to the preservation of
the planet, peace, and prosperity.

Our organizations represent a wide range of
American constituencies with direct stakes in the
future of the U.S.-China relationship - farmers,
educators, business owners, workers, scientists,
climate experts, and more, across the face of
America and the political spectrum. Our con-
stituents benefit from, and expect their govern-
ments to maintain, a stable and productive bilat-
eral relationship. Continued hostile rhetoric from
prominent figures in both the United States and
China contributes to this alarming deterioration
of relations.

Pursuit of more stable and productive bilat-
eral ties depends on initiatives at the very apex of
our nations’ governments. A single meeting will

G043 PA(E

not instantly redirect the course of those ties. It
must, however, send an unmistakable signal that the
United States and the People’s Republic of China
will exert focused efforts to shift the trajectory of bi-
lateral relations into more positive, and less threat-
ening, channels. As you lead your nations’ recom-
mitment to that essential goal, we can assure you of
our strong support.

T2 11 B 10 HREZHER(FBIE
FHEF)
21st Century China Center at UC San Diego School
of Global Policy and Strategy Action Corps
America China Public Affairs Institute
American Friends Service Committee
APA Justice Task Force
Asian American Academy of Science and Engineering
Asian Pacific Islander American Public Affairs(APAPA)
Campaign for Peace,Disarmament and Common Security
Church of the Brethren,Office of Peacebuilding and Policy
Committee for a Sane U.S.China Policy
CommonDefense.us
Farmers for Free Trade
Global Labor Justice-International Labor Rights Forum
Institute for Policy Studies,National Priorities Project
Justice Is Global
National Asian American United
Pax Christi USA
Peace Action
Physicians for Social Responsibility
Pivot to Peace
Project on Government Oversight
Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft
RootsAction.org
Society of Chinese Bioscientists in America(SCBA)
Sojourners
The 1990 Institute
The China Project
The Serica Initiative
United Chinese Americans (UCA)
U.S.China Education Trust
U.S.Heartland China Association
U.S.China Perception Monitor,The Carter Center
Veterans For Peace
World BEYOND War
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V== )2 Giahoa Ryan 1y 50 fE254EEE 7111 H 3 H,5 £ 11 %5 arrested and charged and jailed The statue will betorn down. All ex- y - S - : time, improving and perfecting her English speaking and reading abili- immigrants and they needed much help with the English language.

E%@, BAEFHE SRR IS T AEE A RIS L9 H T, pense for this will be charged to you.” - ;_‘/ Fﬁﬁtgg ties. “I was next hired as an interpreter working for the US govern- “I initiated the Asian Community Mental Health Program un-
T-10:00 Bfi3# Giahoa Ryan {4k e i B S5 2 WAL 1 yHEEE What is this insanity? Some kind of joke? All the workers have « /—\\ ment,” she recalled and then as the Office Administrator for the 54th der the auspices of the West Side Community Mental Health Ser-
e A E 2 S, 1B R ARG Z), A A E R 25 been scheduled and hired. A special very costly crane has been rent- ’ ', - A ﬁ BN \ Signal group. vices under the wonderful leadership of Director Ralph Fee. We

ARAZIEIHZE T ed and will be transported to the site on Dr King Boulevard. The mar-
M ARFEE A B, WA S E O EE AR AR ble lady herself has to be cautiously and gingerly transported along

H Ok, 1R i A7 5, Giahoa Ryan sl jigts—{F A o ZEifkRE, b, with other forklifts and machinery on Cleveland’s pot-holed roads.

A — BB 8 SRR L, SOt I 2 E s BRIR R This is very costly. All these expenses will have to be paid, even

SUEBIHER 12 A 2 A A AR R, 2o % T2 N a2 if this project is completely cancelled. . Furthermore, we will have

P SO E 1, (BRI FEAZ T it A\ 785 R%]  nothing to show after all this scheduling. Our entire mission is to add

Meanwhile her father was continuing his military career including had a staff of seven people including three psychiatrists particularly
working for the UN Mission and overseeing the security force safe- focusing on providing mental health services and counseling to
guarding an important bridge over the Nha Trang River. people of Asian background. For many Asian families, they often

“In 1971 1 fell in love as young Vietnamese girls did with a won-  try to hide the mental health problems of their families. They are
derful American soldier. He was the father of my first baby, Lynnda. many times ashamed and do not want the community to know. So
I would then marry another American who worked for the FAA. He we tried to assist them to understand mental health needs and how

AR LA A R, N AE R UG SRR AT RE. some beauty to our city. And here is our city thwarting our efforts. was an air traffic controller. When he was re-stationed on Guam Island, I  assistance was available for an ill brother or sister.
Giahoa Ryan N2 20 BE{EMRE R RUR R ETRE, i 245 18 What to do? went with him and worked in a duty-free shop when I learned all about “We served 400 people and families annually.
BT 2 T 2B DUZ b b i) b SR i Ik 10 AR 2 T 32, Director Ryan often has her guardian angel with her. Now is the merchandising and jewelry buying and selling.” “In a competition involving three hundred different mental

BHR & T HS R A% M E O B SIA A — B IEAS ihA —  time for some blessings. Two great people show up, besides strong
T2, T4 BT 35, 58 R 5T, AR5 T ) FHER 5% Giahoa  support from the Vietnamese community and supporters. They rush
Ryan [H{SEE L% into action which involves multiple stops by teams of people at City

SR R4 1 @ TR G B RS A T BB S0k Hall agencies as well as more dollars to pay for permits. There is also
TEEZAE 1 T iE @ H T-,Giahoa Ryan 5 T1th 8 4F, 1fj Giahoa theneed to schedule a great Cleveland architect to help whose heart
Ryan 50 FEEEAEA TG BB 22 T, HrHY H #3fF2,Giahoa Ryan  and brain are equally up to the task.

Gia Hoa would eventually wind up in America with her husband health programs, we were awarded first place as the most outstand-
and her little girl in Lorain, Ohio. All the time she remained in contact ing service program of the year.
with her brothers and sisters and their families as the war never seemed For 19 years I managed the Saigon Plaza, a huge community
to end. “In America from when I first arrived 1 worked constantly to  and party center on Detroit Avenue where we held many events for
support my brothers and sisters in Viet Nam sending home money every both the Vietnamese Community and other neighborhood groups.
month. Iresearched what couldbe done to help them come to the US. My greatest achievement (beside my family) happened in

M T 2/ DA, S At F CURHE T - Giahoa Ryan ok We all show up Friday morning at the garden site with our “When the war ended in 1975, my family was completely cut off 1993 when I along with thirty Vietnam veterans and Vietnamese
VAL RIS A ARSI R R SRR = = 2 th45 AAF Ethiopian Knight Aklilu Demessie as the leader. Our two human an- from me. Once in a while a telephone call might come thru or a crum- people established the Friendship Foundation of American-Viet-
RFEFHIRA gels are still working hard at city hall to insure we have the necessary pled-up letter. In the United States I had to learn how to do business the namese. a charitable organization.

et e A ] P < 3 £ ) L ek permits. Some people even volunteered American way/. Not only did I start selling spring rolls which I could Since 1993 we have sponsored over 1,100 volunteers who

EEOAN HpEHET BE—ER
T HESRIR— 21, B M AN BERZ 2 Gia-
hoa Ryan —R(A0ME, (EEENTE
NGk A 0F Kenneth Fh{5HY
B THEERY), 2455852, Giahoa Ryan
= 00 5 WEVE OB 5 Y, ith 58
T, EB AR EEA TR, Gia-
hoa Ryan #+4E [ EEIZERLE T, E
b2 —{EA A

Giahoa Ryan %= fl1a% Bh—i 4
JiMBPE 1993 £F Bla7 T Sk R FE 4
o, DI B A S R A,
TmEZ RS AEFE TIEEE)
AR A ARIERE A

Giahoa Ryan #: 7R B B2 E
B 2 [ A RB R, 1B
B THEBREE LR, BEKS

to go to jail to insure that Gia Hoa’s
plans for installation are carried out.
So the workers begin theirvery

roll at 300 an hour and sell from a food truck. . have journeyed to Vietnam and provided at least a month of their

“I also specialized in teaching food, culture, and cooking at the lo-  time and efforts to charitable work there. This has included teach-
cal college. I also opened a restaurant in Lorain and enjoyed meeting ing in the schools (for example, English to college students); dis-
careful and planned work to move the 6- many good people and city officials who loved my cooking Asian and tributing educational supplies to children; and assisting in orphan-
ton base block from the huge truck to
the center of the garden. All of us watch
this great feat. I half-expect that the
f six-tonblock may cause all the pre-
ciseearlier work on reinforcing the con-

Vietnamese foods. ages, senior citizen places, and hospitals. Our volunteers have in-
“I owned and operated the Moonlight Restaurant for 8 years in  cluded doctors and nurses who have provided pro bono operations
the City of Lorain. I taught at Lorain Community College for two years. and other medical assistance to patients as well as teaching classes
In 1993, my sister and I finally could return to Viet Nam and renew our on medical topics.
family ties. 1 was devasted by what I saw. People were so thin and In our twenty-five years of returning to Vietnam on these hu-
emaciated. How could they even survive as their bones were just naked manitarian missions, we have provided over $31 million dollars of
sticks? funds, scholarship help, construction of schools, food and clothing,
“I was resolved I had to do something. In 1993 I founded the books and school materials, housing, and other support including
Friendship Foundation of American-Vietnamese to help people reset- in-kind help to the poor and disabled in Vietnam. We have spon-
tling from Viet Nam to United States and also to help the poor and dis- sored eleven educational construction projects.
abled in Viet Nam through the Foundation’s humanitarian work. Our Our Foundation has worked on establishing a Vietnamese
goal was to build bridges of friendship between both peoples.” (See Cultural Garden as one of forty Cultural gardens sponsored by the
more below.) Cleveland Cultural Garden Federation along Dr. Martin Luther

crete base to cave in and six tons of
solid marble will disappear into a sink
hope all the way to China. But the ce-
| ment holds. Then these very skillful
workers tenderly bind up the straps onto
the lady, her body and chest. Director
Ryan and all of us hold our breath. It
would be terrible ifthe lady after all the

JELBZ () B2 RO 25 B e (L0, sculptors’ work and then a long voyage “To help addicts and their families, I served on the Drug Abuse & King Boulevard near the Cleveland Art Museum. We have partici-
FRTE 1995 A RIS B Al FBRr Tl across the Pacific and next all the mov- Alcoholism Board of Lorain County pated in the yearly One World Day event celebrating the many cul-

FAE L AR EES), B2
N At 5 — R RS B, A
7 e R EL IR UL A N BRI
{10,000 ZEHIASIN T i5ED .
B TR ZEIN I AR R R R FINEZE T here.
(R WlENE R T PNES PN Let us go back to the beginning. Gia Hoa is six-years-old when
— 25— {(EMENEAT E, b Se B E Ak e T 9 ArER A% 584 she observes her next-door neighbor carefully rolling tiny dough con-
KB A N B 2 28 ftha Bl va FRER T &1Fif . tainers into whose centers various fillings can be poured. Her neighbor
sV RER TR, Wl R TR 2 S T R4t would then run off to thetrain station to sell her modest creations.

ing around and arriving at Milano Mon- “For the Vietnamese, 1 oversaw the celebration of The Viet- tural and ethnic groups.
ument shouldnow come to naught as

our lady collapses into a heap of crag-

namese American Community in the 1995 Annual Lorain Festival. This Our garden is over half completed and we have received sev-
involved coordination of the Community for a week- long event, in- enpieces carved by sculpturers in Viet Nam from Vietnamese
cluding Parade, speakers, exhibits, all our foods, and performances. white marble. These were transported over the Pacific ocean for a
10,000 local people participated. They learned much about our tradi- month. Earlier we related the obstacles we faced from some offi-
tions and people. cials who almost stopped us from installing the first and main stat-

“For our charitable work, our organization was voted into ue in the
the Lorain Hall of Fame.

“Since 1975, I have served the community as a translator

gy marble rocks. We stop the camera

center of our garden, featuring a woman who
represents all women of Vietnam, and in-
deed all women of the world.

ERIRZE &R R 24 5, Whirn B DB e O R R Gia Hoa as a six-year-old wanted to open her own small bakery and interpreter. This includes City, County, State and Feder- This garden also is our thank-you to
BIFERR B2 store and join her neighbor in selling the tasty items. al Courts. I have served for various court hearings as all the men and women of all the Allies

That was just the beginning of this littlest entrepreneur who would I

T he date is Thursday, November 2023. It is early on this beau- continue her entrepreneurial efforts for a life time. At an early age Gia
<=
—10
| [ ) '

i
AIER
iR

well as for jury trials. I have also assisted especially
in immigration matters before INS agencies.

“I have worked with the City of Cleveland. I
was selected by Four different Mayors and ap-
proved by Cleveland City Council for 24 years as
a member on the Mayor’s Community Relations
Board, My particular focus has been on the con-
cerns and issues of minority communities, espe-
cially the Asian-American.

who fought and even died to make Viet-
nam a better country. We pay
tribute to them and the families
of all the veterans. If it was not
for them, we would not be liv-
ing in the freedom of America.

tifulsun-filled day. Hoa has to give up her beloved school classes so she could make mon-

Tomorrow will be a very happy day for Director Gia Hoa ey for the family of two adults and 12 children in which she was the
Ryan of the Friendship Foundation and the Vietnamese community —oldest. She had to assist with rearing all the other children while also
and all their friends. helping her oldest brother with his school lessons. “I had to help him,”

Tomorrow is the day when the beautiful tall pure white mar-  she remembers, “with his homework and I managed to learn all that he
ble statue of the lady fromVietnamwill be installed in the Viet- was required to learn in our local school although I was never in a sin-
namese Cultural Garden. We have all been waiting eight years for gle classroom.” ”
this date. For the past six months we have been emailing everyone Later the Vietnamese war grew more intense and American sol-
about our plans. We had to get special city permission to block off  diers came to her country. “I still remember seeing them and thinking
Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard. We have had to get the Cleve- they are just children like me. In fact, I remember so many of them cry-

Finally, in my family [ am
most so proud of my son
Thomas Joseph and daughter
Lynnda and of our three grand-
children.

“I have worked with many small businesses in
(o Northern Ohio, including beauty shops, grocery stores,
] g ﬁ- and restaurants, aiding them in building their business-

land police involved to oversee the traffic on that crowded street. ing for their long-away homes and even asking for their mothers.” es. [ have also owned three food businesses, served as

We have selected the slow traffic hours for starting at 10: Gia Hoa wanted to find employment and sought a position in the [ Beverage and Food Director at a major hotel, and pro-
00AM and hopefully proceeding until 3:00at the latest when the US officers club and mess hall. . “They did not want to hire me at vided employment for some one hundred people over 1? ﬁl]
installation will be completed. first,” sheremembers, *’you are too young, baby-san,” they called me. twenty years of operations.

But suddenly the oddest email pops up on our office comput- But I persisted and was hired to work in the mess club and a few days “I established and operated a Low-Income Tax iy

Giahoa Ryan
7/, EXZATHE, HEHLH
A )\ EEIEEREY.

er screens. It is someone from an office located in City Hall. The later they hired me to oversee and supervise the house maids and staff
message is quite clear and damning. .Hereis a summary. :To who kept the barracks so spotlessly clean. and kept the soldiers’ boots
Friendship Foundation You do not have the right permit for this in-  sparkling in a spit shine.”

stallation. It is illegal for you to go ahead. If you do, you will be For several years Gia Hoa worked for Americans while all the

Clinic for fifteen years operating under the auspices of
the Internal Revenue Service. We provided tax ser-
vices, advice, and filing of tax forms for some three
hundred needy people annually. Most of these were
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