CELEBRATING 45 YEARS OF FRIENDSHIP
Exploring Chinese Culture throush the Lens of Ohio-Hubei Relations

China, a land steeped
in ancient wisdom, vi-
brant traditions, bound-
less diversity, and rapid
modernization, has long
captivated the imagina-
tions of people around
the world. The enduring

stands as a testament to
the transformative pow-
er of cultural exchange
and mutual understand-
ng. Since the establish-
! ment of sister relations
g in 1979, these two re-

strong bonds founded
on trust, cooperation,
and shared values.
Through cultural exchanges, economic partnerships,
and educational collaborations, we have nurtured a
friendship that transcends borders and enriches the
lives of our citizens.

Nestled in the heart of China, the Hubei
Province boasts captivating beauty and a rich cultural
heritage. It is home to ancient marvels such as the
enigmatic burial site of Xiongjiazhong, an extraordi-
nary complex containing thousands of horses and
chariots dating back to the Chu State period, predating
the Terracotta Army in Xi’an by a couple of hundred
years.

Additionally, Hubei is renowned for its ancient
“chime bells,” a traditional Chinese musical instru-
ment with a history spanning over 2,000 years. In
2019, as we celebrated the 40th anniversary of the
friendship between Ohio and Hubei, three concerts ti-
tled “The Imperial Bells of China: Chimes in Con-
cert” enthralled audiences in Ohio.
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By: Minru Li

DRAGON BOAT RACING

Dragon boat racing is yet another example of O-
hio-Hubei relations -- today, in Columbus, Ohio, drag-
on boat racing has emerged as a cherished tradition.
Interestingly, this event in China is also steeped in leg-
end and is connected to the story of Qu Yuan, a
revered figure born in Hubei.
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As we commemorate this significant mile—
stone in our friendship, let us reaffirm our com-—
mitment to fostering understanding and coopera—
tion between Ohio and Hubei. Together, let us
continue to build bridges that strengthen the
bonds of friendship and pave the way for a
brighter future.

Featured Performers

THE ETHNIC SONG AND DANCE TROUPE
OF HUBEI PROVINCE

To commemorate the 45-year-long friendship
between Ohio State and Hubei Province, alongside the
30th anniversary of the Asian Festival, Hubei Province
is sending a talented troupe to partake in cultural ex-
changes through their remarkable performances.

The troupe will showcase ethnic dances and
songs, including "Happy Ballad," "Busy in the Day of
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"Xiajiang Trumpets." As the audience is enveloped in
the melodies and entranced by the dance movements,
they will find themselves instinctively singing along
and being moved to dance, evoking memories of rural

. life and the pursuit of a better future.

LUANTAN AND FOLK MUSIC
TROUPE

The Taizhou Luantan represents a significant
cultural heritage in China, with Taizhou Luantan being
the only local opera genre boasting a rich history of
400 years. It stands as the sole genre in Zhejiang

| Province to retain the esteemed title of "Luantan."In
s 2000, recognizing its cultural significance, the Chinese

State Council designated it as one of the inaugural Na-
tional Intangible Cultural Heritage treasures.

During their performance, audiences will be
treated to excerpts from iconic operas such as "The
Banquet," "Capture Sanlang,""Cross the River," and
"Zhaojun Departs the Frontier." Their skilled musi-
cians will showcase their talents through captivating
Erhu and Yangqin solos, complemented by a mesmer-
izing Long Sleeve Dance titled "Oriental Jasmine."
Through their performance, attendees will immerse
themselves in the rich tapestry of Taizhou's local cul
ture, offering a unique glimpse into the heritage of
Zhejiang Province, China.
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