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elebrating its 15th year, the annual Cleveland

Asian Festival - held May 18-19, 2024 - con-
tinued the mission of celebrating Asian American
and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month,
boosting economic growth and raising awareness
of Cleveland’s AsiaTown neighborhood. This
milestone anniversary expanded its footprint to ac-
commodate a record of nearly 50,000 attendees,
underscoring its growing popularity and signifi-
cance. The 2024 festival featured 30 Asian food
and drink vendors, a 50% increase, and saw 25%
more performances with 48 stage events, including
14 new acts showcasing cultural dance, music, and
martial arts.

Since its inception, the Festival has been
dedicated to celebrating the rich cultural heritage
of the AAPI community and it has become a cor-
nerstone and much anticipated event of Northeast
Ohio, drawing diverse crowds and fostering a
sense of community and inclusion.
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The two tent-covered
stages featured a packed
schedule of amazing cultur-
al dance, music, and martial
arts featuring groups from all over Ohio. Engaging
stage events included the Asian-Pop CAF Dance
competition, the Asian Trivia Challenge, and the
Best Food Competition, which all added to the cel-
ebration. The Asian-Pop competition was wildly
popular attracting dance crews from throughout O-
hio, with 5K Dance Crew winning $1000 in 1st
place, Florecer winning $500 in 2nd, and Top Aces
winning $250 in 3rd.

Authentic Asian Food continued to be a major
draw, with 30 amazing food and drink businesses
permitting a culinary journey through Asia. To
spotlight the food options, the Festival held the in-
augural “Best Food of CAF” contest, with Khaao
Macha Indian Fusion Food Truck in 1st place, Par-
ilya in 2nd, and Tita Flora’s in 3rd.

15th Cleveland Asian Festival: Celebrating AsiaTown’s Growth

by Wayne A. Wong

The Cleveland Asian Festival has consistently
supported local AAPI businesses, artists, and orga-
nizations, fostering economic growth and promot-
ing cultural exchange. Surveys indicated that ~25%
of attendees each year, or about 10,000 people,
were first-time visitors to AsiaTown, many of
whom are likely to return throughout the year. An
estimated $2 million was spent during the festival
weekend, but the event's long-term economic im-
pact is even more significant, with increased pa-
tronage of AsiaTown businesses year-round con-
tributing to the area's steady growth and popularity.

The festival’s success is a result of collabora-
tive efforts of the community with an estimated
120 volunteers, more than 130 vendors and ex-
hibitors, dozens of sponsors, and over 500 per-

formers and artists. The Festival was organized by
co-founders and co-producers Johnny Wu and Lisa
Wong, along with Executive Committee members
Vi Huynh (co-founder), Mike Mendoza, Debbie
Yue, Wayne Wong, Oanh Powell, Karis Tseng,
and Gabriel Kramer who all worked tirelessly to
ensure the event's success.

The World Marketplace boasted over 100
vendors, offering business opportunities for AAPI
clothing and merchandise vendors. The Health
Pavilion provided free health screenings, address-
ing the needs of the community and emphasizing
the festival’s commitment to wellness.

The Festival is made possible through the
generosity of Distinguished Sponsors JACK Enter-
tainment, and Cleveland Foundation, along Pre-

senting Sponsors: the
City of Cleveland,
Cleveland Public Power,
Northeast Ohio Regional
Sewer District, Ward 7 Councilwoman Stephanie
Howse, the AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleveland,
and OCA Greater Cleveland, which sponsored all
performances and the Asian-Pop contest through a
grant from Cuyahoga Arts and Culture. Many other
sponsors also played essential roles in the festival's
success.

Keeping with tradition, the festival kicked off
with the Kwan Family Lion Dance, a customary
performance believed to bring luck to auspicious
occasions in Asian culture. The event was hosted
by Lead Master of Ceremonies (MC) Wayne
Wong, who was joined by local celebrity MC Lyn-
nalai from WKYC Channel 3, and Gabriel
Kramer from WVIZ - Ideastream. Festival mascots
CAF Panda, Wu Shu the Dragon, Lao Hu the
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Tiger, and Monkey King Robot were popular a-
mong guests, taking photos and dancing through-
out the event.

The Cleveland Asian Festival was a huge suc-
cess adding to the hundreds of thousands that have
enjoyed the AsiaTown spotlight event over the past
15 years. Thank you to everyone who attended and
supported the Festival, making it the Best Show-
case of Asian Food and Culture for 15 years!
Photos from Wayne Wong, Alex Wong, Mark
Horning:

CAF leaders, Mayors & Councilwoman
Asian-Pop Dance Competition Winners
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Perfect Weather
welcomed 50,000
Volunteers celebrate
15th Festival
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