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(Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month)
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Good Morning Everyone,

Thank you for joining us
today. This event would
not be possible without
many people's help, espe-
cially Doug Nguyen, Fil de
Banate, Terri de Banate,
Radhika Reddy, Laura
Huang, Jason Tang, Tony
Chen, Ella Fong, Tracey
Necek, Mayor Bibb, Angela
Shute-Woodson, and sever-
al of my board members, please stand. They are
the first Asian Liaison Advisory Board. Lastly, my
friends and community partners in the audience, it
is you why I work. We, the speakers, are here to-
day because we want to hear your concerns, issues,
suggestions, and ideas. Please talk to us and share
your thoughts. You bring here fills my heart with
joy and gratitude. Thank you for coming.

Today's White House initiative on Asian
Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Is-
landers Great Lakes Regional Network Community
Roundtable was a successful event because of the
20 commissioners and directors from various fed-
eral agencies who spoke, many were Asians. Hav-
ing these leaders share their personal family immi-
grant stories, it was totally inspirational, and also
comforting to know that these Asians have chosen
to become "public servants" to serve us, the people

EREBNESAREHES:

of the immigrant and refugee communities. The
other reason that today's event was special, was the
audience, which comprised people from these
Asian countries: Afghanistan, Armenia,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Lebanon, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philip-
pines, Russia, Singapore, South Korean, Sri Lanka,
Syria, Taiwan, Thailand, and Vietnam. They
showed the diversity of Cleveland. More impor-
tantly, many people in the audience stood up and
ask questions of the speakers. The dialog is the
goal of this Community Roundtable. Both speak-
ers and attendees walked away from today' event
knowing that many future conversations/meet-
ings/events are needed.

The White House
Initiative on Asian
~ Americans, Native
Hawaiians, and Pa-
cific Islanders’
(WHIAANHPIs)
Great Lakes Re-
gional Network
Community
Roundtable
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Attending the
1 WHIAANHPI Great
Lakes Region’s
Community

Roundtable was an
immensely gratify-
ing experience. As
an 18-year veteran
Chinese teacher,
witnessing the na-
tional support and
resources  provided
to Asian communi-
ties filled me with pride and optimism. The ses-
sion on financial literacy was particularly en-
lightening, offering valuable insights into man-
aging finances that are crucial for both small
business owners and individuals in our commu-
nity. This knowledge can significantly empower
our community members to achieve greater fi-
nancial stability and success, thereby enhancing
their overall quality of life.

The emphasis on language access, educa-
tional, and employment protections resonated
deeply with me as a public school educator. En-
suring that all individuals have equal opportuni-

MSnERXRS

ties to access vital services and protections is
fundamental to fostering an inclusive and equi-
table society. Personally experienced the upris-
ing of hate comments due to my race at the
workplace. Understanding the right and re-
sources to implement into my daily work is es-
sential for the educators and students who look
like me. The discussions around promoting lan-
guage access and advocating for educational and
employment rights highlighted the importance of
these issues in our daily lives. Additionally, the
professional networking opportunities provided
a platform to connect with like-minded individu-
als and organizations, paving the way for future
collaborations and shared successes. Overall,
this event reinforced my commitment to support-
ing and uplifting the Asian community, leverag-
ing the national resources and support available
to us.
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Ohio Governor Mike DeWine Week in Review

Monday, May 20, 2024

Ohio Tax Credit
Authority

3 PROJECTS

B HF &
$180M+  S20M+ 345

May 30, 2014

e MIKE DEWINE e o HUSTED

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine and Lt. Gov-
ernor Jon Husted announced the approval of three
projects that will create 345 new jobs and retain
77 jobs statewide.

During its monthly meeting, the Ohio Tax
Credit Authority (TCA) reviewed economic de-
velopment proposals brought to the board by Job-
sOhio and its regional partners. The projects are
expected to result in more than $20 million in new
payroll and spur $180 million in investments
across Ohio.

Governor DeWine issued a statement fol-
lowing the death of former Ohio Adjutant General
Richard C. Alexander. Governor DeWine also or-
dered the flags of the United States and the state
of Ohio to be flown at half-staff upon all Ohio Na-
tional Guard installations from Monday until sun-
set on the day of his funeral. The flags should also
be flown at half-staff at the Ohio Statehouse, the
Vern Riffe Center, and the Rhodes State Office
Tower from sunrise to sunset on the day of his fu-
neral.

Tuesday, May 21, 2024

Governor and First Lady DeWine celebrate
Tourism Day at the Ohio Statehouse

Governor DeWine, First Lady Fran DeWine,
and Ohio Department of Development Director
Lydia Mihalik joined nearly 120 travel and
tourism industry partners on the lawn of the Ohio
Statehouse to celebrate the tourism industry’s
continued success in Ohio.

Surpassing all previous records, tourism
now boasts its highest-ever economic impact, ex-
ceeding $56 billion annually.

“Tourism Day is the perfect opportunity to
celebrate and promote the diverse attractions and
destinations that make our state the best place to
visit and raise a family,” said Governor DeWine.
“The tourism industry significantly contributes to
Ohio's economy, helping Ohio’s people, business-
es, and communities thrive.”

Following the event in Columbus, Governor
DeWine traveled to Findlay Market in Cincinnati
to tour Ohio's oldest continuously operated public
market and celebrate the tourism industry in the
state’s southwest counties. Findlay Market was
recently named one of the top public markets in
the country by USA TODAY’s 10 Best Readers’
Choice Awards.

Governor DeWine announced $1.6 million
in grant funding to help local law enforcement a-
gencies implement violent crime reduction strate-
gies in their communities.

Eighteen law enforcement agencies in 15
counties will receive funding through the latest
round of the Ohio Violent Crime Reduction Grant
Program. Since the launch of the program in 2021,
more than $81 million has been awarded to 175

For the week ending May 24, 2024

local law enforcement agencies for targeted pro-
grams and enhanced technology that aid in pre-
venting and solving violent crime incident.

"The overall goal of this program is to help
law enforcement implement public safety strate-
gies that meet the unique needs of their communi-
ties, " said Governor DeWine. "Many agencies
have reported success in solving and preventing
crime because of these grants, and I'm glad we're
able to continue supporting local communities
through this program."

Second Lady Tina Husted joined Health-
Source as company representatives cut the ribbon
on their new $4 million community health center
in Wilmington.

Wednesday, May 22, 2024

Governor DeWine and other officials partici-
pate in a ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the
new Central Ohio Behavioral Healthcare facility
in Columbus

Governor DeWine and Ohio Department of
Mental Health and Addiction Services Director
LeeAnne Cornyn hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny to unveil the all-new Central Ohio Behavioral
Healthcare hospital in Columbus.

“As we prepare to open the doors to this new
hospital, we are also opening the doors to a new
era for Ohio’s mental healthcare system,” said
Governor DeWine. “This world-class facility of-
fers the space and resources necessary to provide
more patient-friendly treatment strategies for indi-
viduals facing serious mental health challenges.
We believe this new hospital will open more path-
ways to recovery and enhance our ability to trans-
form lives.”

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Division of Wildlife has begun renovations to the
Put-In-Bay Aquatic Visitor Center to provide an
educational experience that highlights fishing and
the rich Lake Erie ecosystem.

“Lake Erie is Ohio’s crown jewel, where
people can relax, boat, swim, and enjoy top-tier
fishing,” Governor DeWine said. “This new
aquatic visitor center will be a go-to destination
for people to learn about everything Lake Erie has
to offer and all of the work that goes into protect-
ing it.”
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The Ohio Department of Development re-
leased the 2023 Ohio Export Report during Na-
tional World Trade Month to showcase the state’s
thriving export sector and highlight its export ini-
tiatives designed to bolster Ohio’s position in the
global marketplace.

"We are experiencing tremendous economic
growth across Ohio,” said Governor DeWine. "O-
hio is positioning itself as an economic leader
across the United States and acround the world.
More businesses are seeing the success they can
have in Ohio and are making their products right
here in the Heart of Innovation.”

Lt. Governor Husted spoke with officials
from the Mayor’s Partnership for Progress at the
Statehouse while the group was in Columbus for
its legislative day. He briefed them on Ohio’s
statewide economic progress, as well as progress
within the state”’s Southeastern region.

Governor DeWine, Lt. Governor Husted, and

Ohio Department of Development Director Miha-
lik announced the next cohort of an impactful pro-
gram designed to help communities create local-
ized broadband expansion plans.

Five teams are participating in the third co-
hort of the BroadbandOhio Community Accelera-
tor Program, which is a collaboration between the
Department of Development’s BroadbandOhio
office and Ohio State University Extension.

“Our commitment to providing every Ohioan
with high-speed internet access starts with part-
nerships at the local level,” said Governor
DeWine. “Over the past two years, the Accelera-
tor program has proven to be an important tool in
helping communities leverage available funding
and launch projects crucial to closing the digital
divide across the state.”

“We know that having access to high-speed
internet is essential to participating in the modern
economy,” said Lt. Governor Husted. “By sup-
porting broadband projects through this program,
we are able to help our local partners turn their
challenges into successes so they can provide
high-speed internet for their communities, giving
them the tools they need to live their version of
the American dream.”

Lt. Governor Husted gave a workforce
overview and discussed various training and ca-
reer tech opportunities at the Governor's Executive
Workforce Board Meeting at Worthington Indus-
tries.

Thursday, May 23, 2024

T ¥ R

Governor DeWine and Gold Star Mother
Theresa Mecionis, surrounded by First Lady Fran
DeWine and Ohio service members, place a
wreath at the Ohio Statehouse Veterans Plaza in
honor of our fallen heroes

Governor DeWine and First Lady DeWine
hosted a wreath-laying ceremony to honor Ohio
service members who sacrificed their lives while
serving their country, protecting our freedom, and
building a brighter future for others.

The Governor’s Wreath-Laying Ceremony
takes place each year ahead of Memorial Day.
This year’s event was held at the Veterans Plaza
on the grounds of the Ohio Statehouse.

“There is a powerful message in the expres-
sion, ‘freedom is not free.” The families of the
fallen - our Gold Star families - understand this
on a level the rest of us can only imagine,” Gover-
nor DeWine said. “The Ohio military men and

women whom we remember and celebrate at this
event were sons and daughters, mothers and fa-
thers. They believed in freedom, took an oath to
defend it, and gave their lives doing just that. We
owe them a debt we can never repay.”

Lt. Governor Husted toured the Latty Facility
of Mercer Landmark, a locally-owned farm coop-
erative, many of whose locations are involved
with agronomy services related to H2Ohio.

Ohio Traffic =
Safety Projects W

587 million for projects
in 22 counties

Governor DeWine and Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) Director Jack March-
banks announced more than two dozen road safety
projects that target areas with a history of severe
and deadly crashes.

As part of ODOT's Highway Safety Improve-
ment Program, nearly $87 million will be invested
into 28 roadway safety projects in 22 counties,
with the majority of the projects focused on im-
proving dangerous intersections.

According to ODOT, crashes at intersections
account for roughly 30 percent of all traffic deaths
each year, killing 362 people in 2023 and 104 peo-
ple so far this year

“When it comes to our roadways, safety will
always be our top priority," said Governor
DeWine. "Our goal is to save lives by investing to
improve dangerous intersections."

Lt. Governor Husted traveled to Lima for a
roundtable discussion with school leaders from
the region. The discussion focused on phone poli-
cies in K-12 schools.

Governor DeWine and Lt. Governor Husted
expressed written opposition to a federal rule that
would endanger Ohio's energy grid.

Governor DeWine and Lt. Governor Husted
sent a letter to United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency Administrator Michael Regan re-
garding the agency's "Final Rule" on fossil fuel
power plants. DeWine and Husted agree with en-
ergy users, energy producers, and Ohio's regional
transmission organization, PJM, which have all
have expressed concerns that the rule will acceler-
ate the decommissioning of currently operating
power plants while slowing the ability of new
plants to begin operation. The resulting decrease
in available electricity would endanger supply and
increase costs for all Ohio citizens.

"Ohio has had major successes in attracting
businesses, in part, due to our reliable and afford-
able resources, including electricity. It is clear that
this proposed rule would endanger the availability
of reliable and affordable energy in Ohio and other
parts of the United States," said Governor
DeWine. "It is important that Ohio is on the
record opposing this rule as we urge the U.S. EPA
to pursue policies that reduce the harm to our na-
tion's energy supply."

“Our ‘Made in America’ strategy is at stake
with the implementation of these new EPA rules,
which restrict the supply of reliable and affordable
energy,” said Lt. Governor Husted. “Ohio contin-
ues to attract major companies, especially in the
Al, semiconductor and manufacturing fields that
have allowed us to diversify and strengthen our e-
conomy. An ongoing concern for our state is our
ability to supply facilities with an adequate energy
supply, and the federal restrictions and delays will
inhibit our ability to provide that energy.”

T —

As part of Governor DeWine’s H20hio ini-
tiative, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Division of Wildlife and The Nature Conservancy
began construction of a unique barrier wetland in
Sandusky Bay. The project site is located just off-
shore of Pickerel Creek Wildlife Area in Sandusky
County.

Sandusky Bay is a protected embayment be-
tween the mouth of the Sandusky River and Lake
Erie. It is a prominent tributary to Lake Erie and a
valuable resource for recreational and commercial
activities.

"This is only the beginning of the H2Ohio
wetland restoration work planned for Sandusky
Bay,” said Governor DeWine. “This barrier wet-
land highlights our commitment to preserving
habitat and improving water quality for Ohioans
and wildlife alike.”

Pursuant to Article III, Section 8 of the Ohio
Constitution, Governor DeWine called a special
session of the Ohio General Assembly to begin on
Tuesday, May 28th. The purpose of the session
will be for the General Assembly to pass legisla-
tion that addresses ensuring both major party pres-
idential candidates will be on the Ohio ballot in
November, as well as legislation that would pro-
hibit campaign spending by foreign nationals.

“Ohio is running out of time to get the sitting
President of the United States on the ballot this
fall. Failing to do so is unacceptable,” said Gover-
nor DeWine. “It is important that when Ohioans
cast their vote for President of the United States,
United States Senator, and many other offices this
fall, they have the opportunity to cast a vote for ei-
ther of the major party candidates for those of
fices.”
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2 tives of the United States of America in Cong

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CONTENTS.
4 (a) SHORT TITLE—This Act may be cited as the
5 “Enhancing National Frameworks for Overseas Restric-

6 tion of Critical Exports Act” or “ENFORCE Act”.
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elebrating its 15th year, the annual Cleveland

Asian Festival - held May 18-19, 2024 - con-
tinued the mission of celebrating Asian American
and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month,
boosting economic growth and raising awareness
of Cleveland’s AsiaTown neighborhood. This
milestone anniversary expanded its footprint to ac-
commodate a record of nearly 50,000 attendees,
underscoring its growing popularity and signifi-
cance. The 2024 festival featured 30 Asian food
and drink vendors, a 50% increase, and saw 25%
more performances with 48 stage events, including
14 new acts showcasing cultural dance, music, and
martial arts.

Since its inception, the Festival has been
dedicated to celebrating the rich cultural heritage
of the AAPI community and it has become a cor-
nerstone and much anticipated event of Northeast
Ohio, drawing diverse crowds and fostering a
sense of community and inclusion.
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The two tent-covered
stages featured a packed
schedule of amazing cultur-
al dance, music, and martial
arts featuring groups from all over Ohio. Engaging
stage events included the Asian-Pop CAF Dance
competition, the Asian Trivia Challenge, and the
Best Food Competition, which all added to the cel-
ebration. The Asian-Pop competition was wildly
popular attracting dance crews from throughout O-
hio, with 5K Dance Crew winning $1000 in 1st
place, Florecer winning $500 in 2nd, and Top Aces
winning $250 in 3rd.

Authentic Asian Food continued to be a major
draw, with 30 amazing food and drink businesses
permitting a culinary journey through Asia. To
spotlight the food options, the Festival held the in-
augural “Best Food of CAF” contest, with Khaao
Macha Indian Fusion Food Truck in 1st place, Par-
ilya in 2nd, and Tita Flora’s in 3rd.

15th Cleveland Asian Festival: Celebrating AsiaTown’s Growth

by Wayne A. Wong

The Cleveland Asian Festival has consistently
supported local AAPI businesses, artists, and orga-
nizations, fostering economic growth and promot-
ing cultural exchange. Surveys indicated that ~25%
of attendees each year, or about 10,000 people,
were first-time visitors to AsiaTown, many of
whom are likely to return throughout the year. An
estimated $2 million was spent during the festival
weekend, but the event's long-term economic im-
pact is even more significant, with increased pa-
tronage of AsiaTown businesses year-round con-
tributing to the area's steady growth and popularity.

The festival’s success is a result of collabora-
tive efforts of the community with an estimated
120 volunteers, more than 130 vendors and ex-
hibitors, dozens of sponsors, and over 500 per-

formers and artists. The Festival was organized by
co-founders and co-producers Johnny Wu and Lisa
Wong, along with Executive Committee members
Vi Huynh (co-founder), Mike Mendoza, Debbie
Yue, Wayne Wong, Oanh Powell, Karis Tseng,
and Gabriel Kramer who all worked tirelessly to
ensure the event's success.

The World Marketplace boasted over 100
vendors, offering business opportunities for AAPI
clothing and merchandise vendors. The Health
Pavilion provided free health screenings, address-
ing the needs of the community and emphasizing
the festival’s commitment to wellness.

The Festival is made possible through the
generosity of Distinguished Sponsors JACK Enter-
tainment, and Cleveland Foundation, along Pre-

senting Sponsors: the
City of Cleveland,
Cleveland Public Power,
Northeast Ohio Regional
Sewer District, Ward 7 Councilwoman Stephanie
Howse, the AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleveland,
and OCA Greater Cleveland, which sponsored all
performances and the Asian-Pop contest through a
grant from Cuyahoga Arts and Culture. Many other
sponsors also played essential roles in the festival's
success.

Keeping with tradition, the festival kicked off
with the Kwan Family Lion Dance, a customary
performance believed to bring luck to auspicious
occasions in Asian culture. The event was hosted
by Lead Master of Ceremonies (MC) Wayne
Wong, who was joined by local celebrity MC Lyn-
nalai from WKYC Channel 3, and Gabriel
Kramer from WVIZ - Ideastream. Festival mascots
CAF Panda, Wu Shu the Dragon, Lao Hu the

I 5eh Clivetang Asan Fetival - 2024
VoRrarer Civer sttt Dwy 1 - SCAPIINCLE

Tiger, and Monkey King Robot were popular a-
mong guests, taking photos and dancing through-
out the event.

The Cleveland Asian Festival was a huge suc-
cess adding to the hundreds of thousands that have
enjoyed the AsiaTown spotlight event over the past
15 years. Thank you to everyone who attended and
supported the Festival, making it the Best Show-
case of Asian Food and Culture for 15 years!
Photos from Wayne Wong, Alex Wong, Mark
Horning:

CAF leaders, Mayors & Councilwoman
Asian-Pop Dance Competition Winners

Kwan Family Lion Dance
kick—off 1? TIJ
I o

Perfect Weather
welcomed 50,000
Volunteers celebrate
15th Festival
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‘Sight’ Review: An Eye
Doctor’s (Inner) Journey
From China

Based on the real life of the pioneering

ophthalmologist Ming Wang, this movie follows
the character’s struggle to see inside himself.
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Try To Work Miracles For Each
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