Teresita Okihara, Asian Community Leader

Teresita U. Okihara, 65,
passed away peacefully at Malachi
House on January 28th following a
courageous battle with cancer.Tess
was born on July 15, 1940 in Mani-
la, Philippines to Manuel and Mag-
dalena Umali.She was the third
child in a family of eight children.?
She graduated from the Mapau Insti-
tute of Technology in Manila,

Philippines with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Textile Engineering.In 1965,
she joined her parents in Saigon,
Vietnam and worked as a payroll ac-

countant for Raymond Morrison Knudsen/Brown Root & James
where she met her husband, Ralph Okihara. They were married
on June 19, 1971 at Christopher’s Church in Saigon, Vietnam.
From there, they moved to Hawaii where Tess worked as a Le-
gal/Executive Assistant for a local law firm. She left the law firm
to start her own company, Teresita Okihara Realty Co. in Hon-
olulu. In 1985, she and Ralph moved to Ankara, Turkey where
she worked as a Program Status Review Manager. She followed
her husband again to Boise, Idaho where she worked as a Leg-
islative Attach for the State of Idaho Legislature. From there,
they moved to Cleveland where Tess worked as a Conflicts
Clearance Assistant, Legal Assistant and Office Coordinator at
various law firms.Her most recent position was as Office Admin-
istrator at McIntyre, Kahn & Kruse Co., LPA.

Tess had a passion for community service, volunteering for
charitable organizations, and providing financial support for
those in need. She served as the President of the Filipino Cham-
ber of Commerce of Hawaii, Chairperson of the Hawaii State
Commission on the Status of Women, and was a Board Member

+ and/or active member of several non-profit organizations in
¢ Hawaii. In Cleveland, Ohio, she served as the International Chil-
2 dren’s Games Community Ambassador for the Philippines Dele- [

gation and was Entertainment Chairperson for the Great Lakes

Science Center’s Gala Event for the China: 700 Years Discovery

Exhibition. In addition, she served as a Base 4 Commander for

| the Cleveland Police Auxiliary, was a graduate of the 2002 F.B.I.

Citizens Academy, was a member of the Northern Ohio Hate
Crimes Group and sang the National Anthem two years in a row
for the F.B.1. Director’s Community Leadership Award Ceremo-
ny. In addition, Tess was a member of the choir at the Cathedral

| of St. John the Evangelist.
Tess was blessed with a generous heart and strength of
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character that was greatly

admired. She always vol-

unteered her talent and

skills to help others in

need. Her favorite motto

was, “To do all I can, for whomever I can, when-
ever | can, wherever I can, for as long as I can, to
the Glory of our Lord.”

She is survived by husband Ralph, son
Alexander and his wife Lorene and grandson
Joshua of Hawaii; siblings Ed and Angelita of Cal-
ifornia; Ramon of Florida, Manuel, Norberto, and
Barbara of Manila, Philippines; sister Loretta, and
a host of nieces, nephews and other relatives.

Tess will be dearly missed by her adopted sis-
ter, Nila Brown, her family, Reynaldo, Marica,
Josephine, Rafael, Erneiliza, Maya, Jaycyll and
many other close friends.
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Call us today at 216 320 8767 to find out
more about the Hathaway Brown difference.
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Coed Early Childhood /Girls K-1 2

Hathaway Brown School
19600 North Park Boulevard Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122

216 320 8767 www.hb.edu
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