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g of Pittsburgh’s first writer’s space

thinktank.

workspace for creative minds

Saturday April 1, 2006 - 8 p.m. until dawn
Food - Drink - Music - Performance - Live Art
517-521 Lincoln Avenue - Bellevue, PA

(Use rear entrance off Meade Ave. Free parking lot on Meade)

Thinktank provides shared office/studio space for writers, programmers, designers,
artists and others who require a quiet, affordable working environment
away from the distractions of daily life. Check it out at www.thinktankpittsburgh.com.

Hosted by Thomas Buell, Jr., Sam DiBattista & Andy Rubacky
Please respond to RSVP@thinktankpittsburgh.com or call 412-720-2218
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Jan's Story

The Griffin Gallery is a family-owned furniture and fine fur-
nishings boutique located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, offering fur-
niture and objects from around the world. Jan Griffin O’ Reilly and
her younger son Griffin O’Reilly Lewis began the adventure of
owning an upscale home deccor retail business in 2004. Jan re-
tired from her law office in that year, having practiced as an attor-
ney for twenty-one years.

The dream of having a shop like The Griffin Gallery devel-
oped over many years of our travels to various places in the world
and obtaining beautiful art objects and collectibles on our trips.
Over time, after scouring antique shops and art galleries in Europe
and in Hawaii, we began to appreciate most particularly the fine
detail and beauty of porcelains and ceramics, all influenced by an-
cient Chinese art. Jan, an avid gardener, came to love the birds and
flowers motif in Chinese ceramics, porcelains and textiles, remind-
ing her of their garden at home. Her interest then began to extend
to Chinese antique furniture pieces, especially after visiting Hon-
olulu and seeing so many exquisite and functional pieces in the
galleries there. Jan decided that having a shop where such items
could be offered for sale in Pittsburgh would be a more beautiful
and harmonious way to spend her days, rather than engaging in the
contention and argument that a law practice requires. And that was
how The Griffin Gallery was born.

Jan’s older son Jack O’Reilly Lewis lives in Honolulu and
until recently served aboard a fast attack nuclear submarine sta-
tioned at Pearl Harbor. Jack traveled throughout the Far East and
sent many Chinese antique furniture and jewelry pieces from Sin-
gapore, Japan and Hawaii to Pittsburgh for sale at The Griffin
Gallery. No one else in Pittsburgh offers such items.

Our antique Chinese furniture pieces have been very popu-
lar. The pieces date from approximately 1821 to 1880 and current-
ly include a 22-drawer black lacquer medicine chest from Shanxi,
China; a 6-panel black lacquer namwood screen from Zhijiang,
China; a large Duan Mu cabinet from Shanxi; a 4-drawer Elm-
wood side cabinet from Shanxi; and 2 very rare black lacquer chil-
dren’s horseshoe armchairs, Elmwood with hard cane seats, also
from Shanxi province.

The arrival of these pieces in Pittsburgh was very emotional
for Jan. Her son Jack had met with the vendor and arranged the
shipment to Pittsburgh. We waited a long time for the shipment to
reach San Diego, then shipped by railroad to Baltimore, and then
shipped by a moving company truck from Baltimore to Pittsburgh.
Jan had not seen the pieces, except by seeing copies of pho-
tographs. The shipment arrived, each of the Chinese antique

pieces were carefully moved from the trucks to the sidewalk, and
the crates and wrappings were removed, revealing the exquisitely
beautiful surprises that Jack had selected for sale in our little shop.
Tears of joy and wonderment steamed down Jan’s face as she saw
the pieces for the first time!

All are welcome at The Griffin Gallery. We would be
pleased to meet you and to show you our beautiful offerings.
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Northern Eagle Claw ¢ Northern Shaolin ® Yang Tai Chi ® Chi Kung
Two Man Partner Training ¢ Classical Chinese Weapons ¢ Self Defense
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Private Classes Available
Head Instructor-Sifu David Slaughter

Cranberry Twp., PA 16066
Phone: (412) 965-5914

Email: SifuSlaughter @ aol.com




