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Chinese students get a taste of U.S.
CULTURAL CONNECTIONS

Chuck Humel / Chronicle

Kalin Ngo, 12, of West-
lake, and Emily Cole, 11, of E-
lyria, draw out the story to the
Chinese children's song "Two
Tigers," while Jiahui "Julia"
Zhong, 12, of Changsha, China,
turns around.

Catherine Ashenhurst

It may be the most
youth-oriented cultural exchange
program in Lorain County histo-
ry.

Four students ages 10 to 12
from Changsha, China, have been visiting with stu-
dents from the Westlake Chinese School since Aug.
3 and will be here until Tuesday, said Sharon Van
Houte, an assistant professor of Spanish and Eng-
lish as a Second Language at Lorain County Com-
munity College. Van Houte is a member of LCCC's
International Initiatives team, which worked to ar-
range the visit.

"This program is unique because it deals with
younger children," she said. "They are opening their
eyes to the world and expanding their horizons."

The Westlake Chinese School, an extracur-
ricular program held at the Lee Burneson Middle
School in Westlake, has an enrollment of more than
100 students and provides Chinese language classes
and cultural information to anyone interested in
these subjects, according to the school's Web site.
Seven of the local students are participating in the
exchange.

"The students at the Westlake Chinese
School are either adopted from China, have siblings
who are adopted from China, or just students who
have an interest in learning Chinese," Van Houte
said.

The Chinese students attend the Quingzhuhu
Foreign Language School, a governmentally subsi-
dized, nine-year residential school with an enroll-
ment of more than 1,000 students. Dr. Annouska
Remmert, professor of English as a Second Lan-
guage at LCCC and another member of the Interna-
tional Initiatives team, approached the administra-
tors there when she visited China in 2001. Adminis-
trators on both ends have been trying to establish
the exchange since the first contact, but internation-
al red tape, including difficulties obtaining visas for
students, delayed the commencement of the pro-
gram, Van Houte said.

Now that the program is under way, students

from both schools have been practicing their lan-
guage skills with each other, in addition to partici-
pating in a variety of activities and field trips, such
as touring the LCCC television studio and going to
the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo. They also visited
The Chronicle-Telegram earlier this week.

Jiahui Zhong, 12 — who uses Julia as her Eng-
lish name —said that she is getting along well with
her host family.

"They are all very nice, very kind and very
friendly," she said. "I would come back to America.

"The American kids are interested in learning
the language and culture," Van Houte said. "It's
great; we need a greater awareness of other cultures.

"I was really excited to do it," said Emily Cole,
11, of Elyria, regarding participation in the program.

Sisters Annie and Mary DeVito, both 9, of
Rocky River, said having a Chinese student living
with their family has been fun.

"She's just like us. She does what we do," An-
nie said.

"We play games with her. We like having her
at our house," Mary said.

Though there have not been any details
worked out, Van Houte hopes that one day the pro-
gram will include American students going to Chi-
na, alternating years with different groups of Chi-
nese students coming to America.

"That's the next step, after this year's camp is
over and we see how things have gone," she said.
"We'd like to send some kids."

The idea seems to generate excitement among
the American students. "I can't wait to go to China,"
Emily said. "I want to go for sure."

The DeVito sisters are interested in going to
China, too. "Just to see what it's like," Annie said.
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