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by Grace Feng Patuwo

lorious music spilled out of the doorway as my

family and I walked into the Hanna Perkins
Center. Not wanting to break the concentrated at-
mosphere, we tip-toed to take seats in the back of
the room as Albert Wang was masterfully perform-
ing a Beethoven Sonata. He was the first of the thir-
teen other students performing on March 31st, 2007
in the Erie Cup in honor of the Grammy Award
winner Angelin Chang, graciously hosted by Lu

Wi DRI R | TEHI2S

Yee. Following his performance was YiJia Zhang,
Peter Cai, Jocelyn Lee, Bowen Sun, Nickolas
Greene, Stephanie Guo, JaJo Cali, the twins Joseph
and Joshua Song (Joseph being "one-minute old-
er"), Jessica Chen, Michelle Chiu, and finally a
fiery performance of Liszt's Hungarian Rhapsody by
Alvin Zhu.

When Alvin finished his piece, Mrs. Pu Ying
surprised me when she asked me to perform. I felt
honored to be asked to perform after seeing all the
talent in the pianists before me. I walked "back-
stage," because I saw the other students walk this
way onto the stage, only to find several puzzling
sets of doors. Not wanting to get completely lost, I
traced my steps back to Mrs. Pu who led me to the
stairs in front of the stage. Although it was a bit
awkward, I was pleased to see that everyone had a

good laugh over this little incident. Because I had,

performed in the National Federation of Music Cl1
Festival Recital at Kent State University earlier
day, I decided to play one of the pieces I had played
for that event, Rachmaninoff' Prelude in G, for Erie
Cup.

Coming to Erie Cup had many pleasant
turnouts. The event made me proud of my Chinese
American heritage by seeing all the support of our
community had for one of the best role models for
today's "ABC" (American Born Chinese). Erie Cup
showcased some of the most talented musicians not
only from Cleveland but also from Cincinnati and
Pittsburgh. There was one thing that I did regret
from that day; it was the fact that I missed Angelin
Chang's teaching and speech in the commencement
of the ceremony.

Grace Feng Patuwo is a sophomore at Copley
High School.
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