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Dear Mrs. Pu.

First of all let me introduce myself.
My name is Lubin Lee and I am a sophmore
at Western Reserve Academy.

Before I actually have seen some chi-
nese news paper around like at chinese buf-
fet. I always wondered who makes the news-
papers and I guess I got the answer today. I
was touched by your story about when you
first came to the United States because I
faced many difficulties too when I first came
here. Making new friends, communicating in
second language, eating different food ev-
erything was new to me. Since three years
has past now I am fitting well to this place,
at least that is what I think.

Also I am glad to hear that you are
living in your dream life.

Today's meal was very very good. My
friends and I really enjoyed it. Even though
we were full we pushed oursleves and ate as
much as we could. It was also a good chance
to try various Chinese food and dim sum. I
want to say thank you for being kind to us.

I think we were able to enjoy the trip
because everybody gave us a warm wel-
come. It was a great chance to experience
Chinese food.

T also want to share some story about
a trip to China. This spring Reserve choir,
orchestra and band went to China. We visi-
tied Beijing, Shanghai, Xian, and Suzuo.
One of our major objects was to exchange
music culture with Chinese students.

T was very pleased with the sound
Chinese traditional instruments. Especially
one performance we saw at Suzuo. We went
to this art and design college and the stu-
dents there were excellent. It was my first
time seeing and listening to traditional Chi-
nese music. I really liked one instrument
called Erhu, it sounded very similar to vio-
lin. T actually purchased one hoping that
someday I will be able to play it well.

Moreover, the Chinese people were
very nice to us. I am still in touch with about
two to three Chinese students I met there. If
you ask me one thing that was very memori-
able, then I will pick the Great Wall. When
first saw the Great Wall the first thing I said

was "wow" That was all I could say. Simply
wow, that is how impressed I was. I knew
the difficulties they face when they were
building it and I learned why when I saw it.

How could human build such a thing
on mountain like the Great Wall? I felt fresh
as I climbed the Great Wall. I was pleased
because I was witnessing one of the greatest
world history with my own body. If I get a
chance I would like to visit again with my
friends.

Terracotta Warriors were also memo-
rable. The warriors to protect Qin Shi
Huangdi's after life. I have seen some cases
people beliving in after life and bringing
their valuables to their thumb but this was
different.

It was big. Just like the Great Wall, it
was unbelivable. Thinking about how long it
took them to build them..wow I guess noth-
ing is impossible to do in this world.

T would like to talk about food I had
there. It was GOOD. I was excited because it
was my first time trying REAL Chinese
food. Today it is easy to find Chinese restau-
rants around but they are all Americanized.
The favorite food I had was Peking Duck and
KFC ~_~. Peking duck was delicious espe-
cially the sauce that came with the duck. It
was a new experience for me.

The reason why I put KFC is because I
thought it was better than American KFC
and the spicy chicken burger was really real-
ly spicey. I loved it!

T also enjoyed shopping there. Many
new asian style clothings and souvenirs. I
bout some shoes, shirts, pants and hats there.
Most of the stuff I bought is hard to see in the
United States. I really enjoyed the trip to
China with my friends and I hope I can visit
again in the near future with my friends.

Sorry for sending my email this late. I
am still in a process of learning English so I
hope or I can say please edit it before putting
on newspaper, if you are going to..

Again, thank you for everything to-
day/\/\

Best wishes
Lubin Lee
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Hello Ms. Pu,

Thank you for giving my class the opportunity to
visit your Chinese journal.

It's really a great thing you're doing for the com-
munity. I can imagine how wonderful it would be to
move to a foreign country and discover a newspaper in
my own language! It's nice to see someone who has tru-
ly reached for their dreams and achieved what they've
always wanted.

My experience with the Chinese language and
country is pretty limited, I'm afraid. The only other
country I've ever visited is Canada where I spent an en-
tire day in Toronto's China Town. It was there that I
first became exposed to "true" Chinese cuisine, some-
thing which my mom appreciated seeing that she's a
vegetarian. I've always been fascinated with Asian cul-
ture and languages. When I heard that the language de-
partment at Western Reserve was considering beginning
a Mandarin program I begged my Latin teacher to push
for the class. During my freshman year I doubled up on
languages, Latin and German. However, once Mandarin
was added I dropped German and decided to take on
Mandarin. It is one of the toughest courses I have ever
taken and I am enjoying the challenges that come with
this difficult language. However,

I refuse to give up and my perseverance is slowly

paying off. Ms. Chen is one of the most phenomenal
teachers I've ever encountered and I am fortunate to
have the opportunity to learn from her. She doesn't just
teach the language, she introduces us to the culture. My
class has sang Chinese songs during Western Reserve's
Culture Night, ordered food in Chinese, eaten tons of
Chinese food, and performed memorized conversations
in front of the class. It has been an exciting year and I
can hardly believe that my first year of Chinese is com-
ing to an end. I hope to travel to China one day. I
would like to go once I know the language well enough
to communicate with native Chinese people. I have
seen pictures, watched movies, and read stories about
China, but that's doesn't come even close to the experi-
ence of actually visiting the country. If the next two
years go well I would like to continue Chinese college
because I believe that it is an important language to
know, considering China's growing economical power.
There are also a lot of scientific opportunities in China
and if | major in science, as I plan to do, I would like to
do research in China. It's a lot to look forward to. Being
in Ms. Chen's Mandarin I class is just the beginning.

Thank You!
Morgan Peele
Western Reserve Academy Class of 2009
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