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Assemblymember Ted Lieu
was elected to the 53rd Assembly
District in a Special Election in
September 2005 to represent the
communities of El Segundo,
Hermosa Beach, Lomita, Man—
hattan Beach, Mar Vista, Marina
Del Rey, Playa Del Rey, Re—
dondo Beach, Torrance, Venice,
Westchester and parts of West
Los Angeles.

Lieu currently serves as
Chair of the Assembly Banking
and Finance Committee. In ad—

servation

dition, he serves on the following standing commit—
tees: Appropriations, Veterans Affairs, and Water,
Parks & Wildlife. He was also appointed Chair of
the Assembly’s Select Committee on Aerospace.
Prior his election to the State Assembly, Lieu
had served on the Torrance City Council, as well as
the City's Environmental Quality & Energy Con—

Commission.
As both coun—
cilmember and

continues as an
Assembly—

member — ed—
ucation, public

safety, the en—

vironment and transportation.

Dedicated to his country, Lieu cur—
rently holds the rank of Major in the United
States Air Force Reserves. He served on ac—

tive duty for four years as a member of the
JAG Corps. During his tenure, Lieu re—
ceived numerous awards and medals for his
service and dedication to men and women
in our Armed Forces, both abroad and lo—
cally.

Lieu graduated from Stanford Univer—
sity in 1991 earning a bachelor's of science in

comrmussioner, computer science and a bachelor of arts in
h_C worked political science. In 1994, he graduated with
tirelessly on is— juris doctorate with honors from George—
sues that he

town University Law Center where he was
Editor—in—Chief of the Law Review.

Ted's wife Betty is a former Deputy
Attorney General under Bill Lockyer. Ted
and Betty reside in the City of Torrance
with their two sons — Brennan and Austin.
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~“Greetings
May Chen, Executive Director

Good Evening. Thank you for choosing to
support our fundraiser here tonight and we hope so
far you have found the evening enjoyable and inter—
esting. ASIA has been serving the Northeast Ohio
area since 1995 with its first office in Akron and in
Cleveland since 2001. We held our first Annual
Meeting in Cleveland in 2005 and now our first
fundraiser in Cuyahoga County here tonight at this
truly impressive educational and training institution,
the Corporate Center.

ASIA’s efforts in Cleveland have truly been
impactful, rewarding and meaningful. Our very first
program, CAM, serving Midtown Chinese children
and youth from new immigrant families, with the
majority constituting the working poor continues, to
grow through additional programming serving mid—
dle and high school youth and their parents through
recent support from Cuyahoga County’s Dept. of
Jobs and Family Services.

Here we want to briefly feature an initiative
that reflects and defines well ASIA’s efforts. We are
not only concerned about improving our new im—
migrant youth’s academic performance but also we
want to foster life and leadership skills among our
participants. For often they remain invisible in their
school communities due to lack of proficiency in

- i
English, lack of familiarity with mainstream culture
and opportunities and lack of mentoring and support
in their linguistically isolated families and community.
This past summer under the guidance of Kitty Leung,
a graduate of MSASS at Case Western University and
an intern at ASIA during her graduate studies, a
group of ten Chinese youth
from 8th to 12th grade con—
ducted a Safety Improve—
ment Project whose purpose
is to assess the neighborhood
safety needs in the China—
town area in Midtown. The
project  participants
ducted door to door surveys
with 70 residents and 30
The results
from the survey were ana—
lyzed and incorporated into
a power point presentation.
The youth were asked to
present the project at one of
our staff’s meetings. Because the results of the survey
were so revealing of a serious problem in the China—
town area, there are plans to take it to their local
councilman Joe Cimperman, write letters to the
newspapers, apply for additional support to develop
and expand the survey. We truly want to applaud
these youth’s great performance in their first com—

con—

business owners.

munity improvement project.

We would also want to mention the youth in
ASIA’s programs who are more acculturated and
possess a higher level of English proficiency. They
are engaged in ASIA’s statewide leadership program,
Asian American Youth Against Tobacco which has
resulted in national recogni—
tion for individual and group
advocacy projects.
their participation has helped
them gain entrance to the
nation’s most prestigious u—
niversities and choosen ma—
jors in public health and
public  policy. many
others we have witnessed
personal growth, self confi—
dence, improvement in
communication skills and ap—
preciating and valuing public
and

For some

For

service volunteerism.
; We see a significant number
of former AAYAT youth return to mentor and vol—
unteer in ASIA’s programs. For our staff and me, we
feel deeply rewarded and gratified when we see the
seeds planted have reached fruition in the many
youths we served.

We want to also mention the generous support
from the Cleveland Foundation for ASIA’s commu—

nity needs assessment in Cuyahoga County and
Golden Bridges, a program of the Successful Aging
Initiative. This later program has touched the lives of
more than 500 Asian elders in Northeast Ohio. After
having identifying many of their cultural, language
and professional assets, they were transformed into
increditable cultural educators, interpreters, transla—
tors, community organizers and yes political activists
in Columbus on Medicare reforms. ~ These
initiatives have gathered substantial and significant
data on the Asian Pacific Islander communities in
Cuyahoga County to facilitate strategic planning for
ASIA’s services, collaboration and partnerships in
thisregion. Presently we are looking to increase
Cuyahoga representation on our ASIA’s board.

The Asian community continues to grow from
40% to 1000%. Yes, areas such as Solon are seeing
1000% increases in Asian population according to the
2000 US Census. ASIA is committed to help
achieve quality of life for Asians who have chosen to
call Ohio their home. Our agency is grass root and
relatively new, compared to existing social service a—
gencies in the area. We face exciting but great chal—
lenges in establishing a visible, viable and meaningful
presence to compete and gain the necessary funding
to support our agency s work. We are so proud of
our dedicated staff and volunteers. They are deeply
committed to the agency’s mission and vision and
most of all to their clients and the community. We
also look to everyone here tonight and others you
may know who are not here to help ASIA continue
to grow, serve, lead and advocate on behalf of our
So that they can be—
come fully contributing citizens and members of this
great community in Northeast Ohio they have cho—
sen to be their home.

two

Asian American communities.




